
 

Updates from Citizens Advice Swale 
 
If you don’t have enough to live on, you might be able to get help from the 
government or your local council to afford essentials like bills and food. This includes 
the Household Support Fund and Cost of Living Payments. 
 
If you owe money and you're struggling to pay, you should speak to the 
organisations you owe money to – they might let you pay smaller amounts or take a 
break from payments.Don’t ignore bills or letters about money you owe. 
 

There are steps you can take by yourself, or with our help: 

● Check what benefits you can get 
● Get your benefit paid early 
● Check what help you can get from your local council 
● Check what help you can get from the government 
● Get help with essential costs 
● Work out your budget 
● Apply for a charitable grant 

 
Your mental health is as important as your physical health. You should talk to your 
GP if your money problems are affecting your mental health.  
 
At Citizens Advice Swale we don’t just give advice. We also collect evidence and 
campaign to change the policies that are having an impact on people’s lives. 
To find out more about what we’re doing locally on our Cost of Living campaign, visit 
https://citizensadviceswale.uk/campaigns/local-campaigns/  
 
For help with benefit applications and appeals please call Adviceline on freephone 
0808 278 7979 or send an online request at https://citizensadviceswale.uk/email-
general-advice/ Our drop-in services are temporarily suspended, but we’re starting to 
welcome some clients back to our offices for pre-booked appointments. 

HARVEST FESTIVALS 
in our Churches 

Throwley 25th September 10.30am  
Eastling 2nd October 10.30am 

Stalisfield 9th October 10.30am

Good News 
Parish Magazine 

 High Downs Parish       

Serving the villages of 
Eastling, Otterden, 

Stalisfield and Throwley 
www.goodnews.rf.gd

SEPTEMBER  
 2022 

3rd & 4th    Chilli Fiesta
Leaveland Church         10am - 4pm

7th    Relaxation course 1st of 8 sessions
Stalisfield Village Hall      9.30 - 11am

7th    Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.
Stalisfield Village Hall         7.30pm

7th    Faith Pictures 1st of 6 weekly sessions
Lynsted Church                  7.30pm

8th    Local History Society
Charing Parish Hall                8pm

9th    Eat, Pray, Walk
Doddington Church            1.30pm

10th    Ride and Stride
Kent Churches            10am - 6pm

10th & 11th    WOODFEST
Belmont, Throwley      11am - 5pm

14th    Arts Society lecture, Egerton
Millennium Hall, Egerton   2.30pm

14th    Stalisfield Youth
Stalisfield Village Hall   7 - 8.30pm

22nd    Arts Society lecture
Alexander Centre, Faversham  11am

25th    HARVEST FESTIVAL
Throwley Church             10.30am

28th    Stalisfield Youth - Visiting Artist
Stalisfield Village Hall   7 - 8.30pm

OCTOBER
2nd    HARVEST FESTIVAL

Eastling Church            10.30am
5th    Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.

Stalisfield Village Hall      7.30pm
8th    Harvest Supper

Stalisfield Village Hall          7pm
9th    HARVEST FESTIVAL

Stalisfield Church          10.30am

Throwley Church Choir:  
looking for additional singers 
The Choir of St Michael and All Angels, 
Throwley, has been singing Church services 
every second and fourth Sundays for about 4 
years and we are proud of the fact that a small 
group of us managed to sing services during 
most of lockdown once we had been allowed 
to reopen the Church.  

We are happy to accommodate all voices, though some additional male 
voices would be most welcome. The ability to read music whilst useful is 
not absolutely essential. We always aim to enjoy singing together. 
We sing the hymns (usually with one or two verses unaccompanied in 
harmony), with an anthem (covering a wide variety of music, modern 
and old) as well as leading the singing of other items of liturgy for 
communion and morning prayers. We sing at the annual Remembrance 
Service and will be taking part in this year’s Carol Service in Throwley 
on 21st December. 
Please get in touch if you are interested in joining us: email David Elvin 
at davidjelvin@gmail.com

http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
mailto:davidjelvin@gmail.com


 

Water, water, 
everywhere… But…? 
  
As I write we are about to enter a 
time of a hose-pipe ban with the 
request that we conserve our use of 
water as much as possible. We have 
had hose-pipe bans in the past. A 
number of years ago, when our 3 
boys were young we had a relatively 
hot summer (not as hot as this one) 
and we eventually went out and 
bought a really good and big 
paddling pool for the garden, 
only it seems as soon as we 
had bought it for a hose-pipe 
ban to be applied so we never 
got to use it that particular 
summer. 
This year comparisons have 
been made to the summer of 
1976, another hot summer. I 
remember being given (supervised) 
breaks during exams for a chance to 
have a drink and cool off before 
resuming again in a very hot room. 
I, as I do now, lived in Kent, but my 
wife Jane lived in Yorkshire and she 
remembers stand pipes being set-up 
in the streets as water to the houses 
was cut off. She tells me that her 
mum got her to collect water from 
the stand pipes not only for her 
house but for all the neighbours was 
well! 
It is easy to become expectant on 
the provision of clean, fresh water 
on tap, and of course in many parts 
of the world that is true, but for 
many others it is not and the work 
of charities such as Water Aid is 
really important in providing clean 
water to communities that, as yet, 
do not have that facility. 

Water, of course is key to life - 
plant, animal and human life. 
Water, is significant in the gospels, 
not only in baptism but also for true 
life itself. 
In John’s gospel we find Jesus on a 
journey through Samaria. A 
journey, of course then, meant 
walking. It was hot and no doubt 
thirst making. Jesus comes to a well 
and whilst his disciples go into the 
town for food, he rests at the well. A 

woman comes to draw water 
and he asks the woman for a 
drink. Now as a good Jew in 
those days he certainly 
shouldn't have been asking a 
Samaritan, let alone a 
Samaritan woman, but Jesus 
is one to break through the 
normal conventions. He was 
thirsty and asked for some 

water. 
But then the conversation takes a 
different path: 
Jesus says to  her, “If you knew the 
gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have 
asked him and he would have given 
you living water.” (John 4:10) 
and, 
Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give 
them will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” (John 4:13-14) 
A little later on Jesus attended one 
of the Jewish festivals in Jerusalem 
and on the last and greatest day of 
the festival, Jesus stood and said in 
a loud voice, “Let anyone who is 

thirsty come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living 
water will flow from within them.” 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were 
later to receive. (John 7:37-39) 
Jesus asked the woman for a drink, 
but offers us all the ‘water of life’ 
I don’t know, as I write, when we 
will get some proper rain again. 
(However, as I write, Jane and I are 
about to go on holiday in the UK so 
I am thinking…!). But at this time of 
a relative water shortage it is good 
to reflect on the importance of and 
the care of our water resources; to 
reflect on those who are constantly 
short of the abundance of water that 
we share, and to have the 
opportunity to reflect on the water 
of life that Jesus offers us all. 
  
God bless 
Steve Lillicrap, Rector 

Ride & Stride 
For Kent Churches 
The Friends of Kent Churches 
Sponsored Ride & Stride takes 

place on the second Saturday in 
September each year. 


This year it will take place on 

Saturday 10th September 2022.  

To register as a participant, for 
further information, or to download 

a sponsorship form, contact a 
local church or go to: 

www.kentrideandstride.co.ukPrayer Pointers   
September 2022 
Mondays - Pray for teachers, school staff and pupils at the start of the new academic 
year. 
Tuesdays -  Give thanks for our food and pray for all involved with its production. 
Wednesdays -  Pray for those who are unwell, in hospital or waiting for treatment 
Thursdays - Give thanks for our clergy and pray for Pim Baxter in her ministry as a 
Licensed Reader. 
Fridays -  Pray for all unable to pay the increase in fuel costs and for our government 
to make wise decisions. 
Saturdays - Give thanks for the colours of Autumn and pray we have sufficient rain 
over the winter months. 
Sundays -  Rejoice in the living water offered to all through Jesus Christ.

Eastling  Church 
September 2022  
4th - Janet W and Susy P  
11th - Bay 
18th & 25th - Pim 
2nd October - HARVEST - everyone 
please. 
If you would like to join the flower 
arranging rota, please call Bay on 
01795 892036.



 

Stalisfield Village Hall Trust 
held an open meeting on 20th July 2022 

A key objective of the SVHT is “ The 
provision and maintenance of a village hall 
for the inhabitants of the village of Stalisfield”
Fundraising and Finances were reported on. 
 The Hall now has regular local hirers, 
weddings and parties and a comfortable 
financial cushion going forward.
Due to Covid wedding postponements, the 
Hall has been booked most weekends this 
year causing some noise, parking and other 
nuisance issues.  It was agreed to trial one 
large booking per month.  
For a copy of the full minutes, please 

Stalisfield Highlife
Stalisfield Village Hall 

2022 
9th & 10th Dec     Pantomime: 7pm 
17th Dec   Children’s Christmas  
  Party 
18th Dec   Seniors’ Christmas Party

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL
To book ring Annie on 
07754 114670
Email:Jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com 

www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk
A beautiful hall in a lovely village location for your wedding, 

club, sports or meetings.
The large hall has pretty grounds, car parking, meeting rooms 
and fully equipped facilities for professional or self-catering 

occasions.

Harvest Supper 
Stalisfield Village Hall 
Saturday 8th October at 7pm 

Adults £8 Children £5 
Please book your place either 

ring or message  
Shirley 0788 5827 444

The Arts Society Faversham 
We run regular monthly lectures on the fourth 
Thursday at the Alexander Centre, Faversham.  
Subjects cover all aspects of the Arts in its 
widest sense and are given by experts in their 

chosen field and include university lecturers, broadcasters 
and tour guides.  
Come along to a lecture as a guest (£5 fee) or join for a 
year’s lectures.  
Our next lecture is on the 22nd September 2022 at 11.00am 
on “The Heritage of Gilbert and Sullivan” by Bernard 
Lockett.  Coffee and biscuits will be served from 10.20am 
  “The Heritage of Gilbert and Sullivan” – first a historical 
background then an assessment and overview of G&S plus a 
consideration of the precise genre of G&S and their place within 
the theatrical heritage of this country.   Then a close look with 
reasons for the vast amount of social and political satire within 
the shows, comments which are not just reflections upon 
Victorian society but which hold their meaning equally to the 
present day; finally to consider the world-wide popularity of G&S 
in the 21st C and modern production values. A video of various 
G&S show excerpts and production shots are used during the 
Lecture. 
Biography 
‘I have been a life-long enthusiast of G&S and as an author, two 
of my books are about G&S. Since 2010 I have been a Trustee of 
the Internat iona l G i lber t and Su l l ivan Fes t iva l –
  www.gsfestivals.org  – an event that takes place annually in 
Buxton, Harrogate and Malvern plus some touring; I have also 
broadcast several times on various BBC national and local radio 
programmes about G&S. As author and lecturer and for the past 
few years I have given lectures regularly to many organisations 
including other Arts Societies, Festivals and theatre groups 
throughout the UK’ 

For further information contact us at 
info@theartssocietyfaversham.org.uk 

Samuel Pepys & the 
strange Wrecking of 

the Gloucester  
The sinking of the Gloucester 
was the most controversial and 
significant shipwreck of the 17th 
century. Many blamed James, 
the future king, but it was the 

pilot who ended up in the Marshalsea Prison. Samuel Pepys, naval 
administrator and diarist, blamed almost everyone for the disaster, 
but Pepys himself had some awkward questions to answer.  

Nigel Pickford is the speaker in Charing Parish Hall at 8pm on 
Thursday 8th September, doors open at 7.30pm. 

CHARING & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

www.charinghistory.co.uk

Samuel Pepys & the strange Wrecking of the 
Gloucester  

The sinking of the Gloucester was the most controversial 
and significant shipwreck of the 17th century. Many blamed 
James, the future king, but it was the pilot who ended up in 
the Marshalsea Prison. Samuel Pepys, naval administrator 
and diarist, blamed almost everyone for the disaster, but 
Pepys himself had some awkward quesDons to answer. 

Speaker: Nigel Pickford  
When: 8th September 2022 

Where: Parish Hall, Sta@on Road 
Time: 7.30pm doors open  

Talk starts promptly at 8pm 

 
CHARING & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

www.charinghistory.co.uk

mailto:Jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com
http://www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.gsfestivals.org/


 

THE ARTS SOCIETY 
EGERTON 

  
The Arts Society brings 

people together 
through a shared 

curiosity for the arts 
BOMBING WITH BANKSEY & 
CO – the Graffiti and Street 

Art of Shoreditch and 
Spitalfields 

Presented by Pepe Martinez 
WEDNESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 

2022 
at 2.30 p.m. 

in THE MILLENNIUM HALL, ELM CLOSE, EGERTON TN27 9DS 
Get up close and personal with the dynamic East London street art 
scene.  You’ll see art on the walls, the sides of buildings and pavements 
Pepe Martinez is a London Blue Badge Guide who specialises in graffiti 
and street art.   
For further details about this and other lectures visit our website at 
https://theartssocietyegerton.org.uk   
Visitors are always very welcome at £5, refunded if you join. A year’s 
membership, including 10 lectures and Arts Society magazine, costs just 
£40 (£70 for couples).  For further information please contact Christine 
Willis, our Membership Secretary via  cmwillis75@gmail.com or  01233 
756377. 
See also our website www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk

Otterden and Stalisfield W.I. 
A small group gathered at Stalisfield Village 
Hall for August's Otterden and 
Stalisfield's W.I. Meeting for a social 
evening with food, drink and a few gentle 
games.  It is usually a time of year when 
many people are away, so we don't arrange a 
Speaker or outing at this time of the year. 

However, on  
Wednesday 7th September  

at 7.30 p.m. we have  
Mandy Oliver, a Forager and Herbalist,  

coming along to speak to us.  Mandy has run 
workshops in May and June at Belmont 
House this year promoting working gently 
with nature, in harmony with the seasons to 
sustainably harvest our prime herbs for 
drying, infusing distilling and tincturing for 
her business AR Skincare, soaps and herbal 
medicines.  The workshops covered the 
topics Wonderful Weeds and 
Wildflowers, Lavender Distilling, Summer 
Health and a Herb Walk.  If you wish to see 
more about Mandy, her website is; https://
arbotanicalherbal.co.uk/ 
The October Meeting will have a very W.I. 
flavour as Sugar & Spice Jams and 
Preserves will be joining us with their 
homemade Christmas Puddings as well.  
More about that next month though. 

You and friends are welcome to join us the 
first Wednesday of each month at 
Stalisfield Village Hall.  Contact our 
President Helen Brooks on 07477580727 or 
the Secretary Ellie Cameron on 01795 
892016 if you want to come along.

Chilli Fiesta 
Leaveland Church ME13 0NP 

3rd & 4th September, 10am - 4pm 
    Featuring the  

Chinese Mutant Space Chillies 
Tombola, Teas, Homemade Cakes 

All plants For Sale 
In aid of Badlesmere and Leaveland Churches

Yvonne Fernando 
NLP Master Practitioner & Life Coach  
T : 01233 878474   M: 07968 785714 
www.yvonnefernandonlp.co.uk

Learning to relax can clear the mind, 
calm the emotions and result in a 
healthier body and so much more.

Introductory 8 week programme  
Every Weds, weekly  
7 Sept – 26 Oct 
9.30am-11am | £195
“I now see my world in a new way 
and approach things in a different 
way with a different attitude. I feel 
strong, brave and confident”
Previous Participant

https://theartssocietyegerton.org.uk/Default.aspx
mailto:cmwillis75@gmail.com
http://www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk/
https://arbotanicalherbal.co.uk/
https://arbotanicalherbal.co.uk/


 

High Downs Parish 

    Rector Reverend Canon Dr. Steve Lillicrap 
  01795 522510 steve.lillicrap@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Associate Priest    Reverend James (Jim) Pye 
  01795 890726   jim.pye@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Curate Reverend Caroline Turvey    
  01795 886351 caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Reader Caroline  Ramshaw        (07799 538809) 
   Anna Chaplain    Caroline Ramshaw  

 AnnaChaplaincy@outlook.com  
   

Churchwardens 
   Eastling   Andrew Baxter (01795 890598) 
   Administrator   Janet Payne   
   E mail: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
   Stalisfield with Otterden 
    Jenny King       (01795 890366)   
   Administrator   Shirley Pritchard      
    Email:     Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com 
   Throwley    Gaynore Moss  (01795 890995) 

   Parish Office   Email: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
  facebook.com/highdownsbenefice 

************ 

From The Registers 
       Weddings 

Andrea Martinez and Skye Eade 
30th July at Stalisfield 

Alice Waddell and Edmund Jackson 
30th July at Throwley 

Millie Dixon and Jack Anthony Morgan-Payne 
13th August 2022 at Stalisfield 

    
************ 

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR 
Hilary Harlow   01795 890338 

If you would like to submit articles, or to advertise in 
the October 2022 magazine, send your submission by 
20th September to: goodnewsmagazine@me.com.  

Past and current issues of the Good News may be 
viewed on www.goodnews.rf.gd

Pim Baxter to be licensed as a Reader 
Pim has completed the initial Reader training course 
and is to be admitted to the Office of Reader and 
licensed by the Bishop of Dover on Sunday 25th 
September at Cathedral Evensong, together with other 
Readers. 
The service starts at 5.30pm in the Cathedral Nave, 
entry to the Cathedral will be from 5pm. 
The service is open to the public and will also be live 
streamed on the Cathedral You Tube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/c/CanterburyCathedralOfficial. The 
Cathedral website has details about their services, 
parking in the Cathedral precincts is for blue-badge 
holders only. 
Each Reader receives only a very small number of 
reserved seats but there will be plenty of space in the 
Cathedral. Please do come along and support Pim if 
you would like to.

Sunday Services  

4th September    Trinity 12 
Philemon 1 -21,   Luke 14. 25 - 33 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion CW 
Norton 10.30 Morning Worship 

 11th September    Trinity 13 
1 Timothy 1. 12 - 17, Luke 15. 1 - 10 

Eastling  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Throwley  10.30am  Morning Prayer 
Lynsted 10.30am All Together Now 

18th September    Trinity 14 
1 Timothy 2. 1 - 7,   Luke 16. 1 - 13 

Newnham  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Eastling  10.30am  Morning Worship  

25th September    Trinity 15 
Philippians 4. 4 - 9. John 6. 25 - 35 

Throwley  10.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Teynham   4pm  Evensong 

2nd October    Trinity 16 
Philippians 4. 4 - 9. John 6. 25 - 35 

Eastling  10.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL 
************

Online Daily Worship Continues 
As well as the services in our churches, the daily 

9am Morning Prayer at Lynsted and Sunday 
Breakthrough at 6pm, will continue and be live 

online on  https://kc-hd.org.uk .  
More information is updated weekly on  
St Mary’s Eastling ‘A Church Near You’:  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/
mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:AnnaChaplaincy@outlook.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
https://www.youtube.com/c/CanterburyCathedralOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/CanterburyCathedralOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/CanterburyCathedralOfficial


 

Help with talking about Faith 
These are going to be six sessions on how we 
can bring out Faith in God into conversations 
naturally and easily. Each session will build 
upon the previous sessions plus bring to life 

how God is active in the world.

I invite you to come along


We are all shy about talking to others so let’s 
build up our confidence with each other and 

learn to be bold together.

The sessions will be held each Wednesday 

evening in Lynsted Church at 7.30pm

Wednesday 7th September - 11th October


More details and booking form on 

https://kc-hd.org.uk

Genealogy Research 
Caroline Ashby  -   Diploma

T. 07706 790465
E. caroline599@outlook.com

Please contact me for price list.

theLeap Hypnotherapy 

Catherine Scarlett BA(Hons), AFHEA, HPD

07887 350613 - cscarlett9@aol.co.uk


Help with -  
Anxiety, Depression, Phobias, Sleep, 

Smoking, Weight Loss etc.

Updates from Citizens Advice Swale 
  
If you don’t have enough to live on, you might be able to 
get help from the government or your local council to afford 
essentials like bills and food. This includes the Household 
Support Fund and Cost of Living Payments. 
  
If you owe money and you're struggling to pay, you should speak to 
the organisations you owe money to – they might let you pay smaller 
amounts or take a break from payments.Don’t ignore bills or letters 
about money you owe. 
  
There are steps you can take by yourself, or with our help: 

●      Check what benefits you can get 
●      Get your benefit paid early 
●      Check what help you can get from your local council 
●      Check what help you can get from the government 
●      Get help with essential costs 
●      Work out your budget 
●      Apply for a charitable grant 

  
Your mental health is as important as your physical health. You 
should talk to your GP if your money problems are affecting your 
mental health.  
  
At Citizens Advice Swale we don’t just give advice. We also collect 
evidence and campaign to change the policies that are having an 
impact on people’s lives. 
To find out more about what we’re doing locally on our Cost of Living 
campaign, visit https://citizensadviceswale.uk/campaigns/local-
campaigns/  
  
For help with benefit applications and appeals please call Adviceline 
on freephone 0808 278 7979 or send an online request at https://
citizensadviceswale.uk/email-general-advice/  
Our drop-in services are temporarily suspended, but we’re starting to 
welcome some clients back to our offices for pre-booked 
appointments.

   Barnie’s Sweeps
Professional Brush & Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service for Open Fires and
Wood Burners
Clean Efficient Service
Institute of Chimney Sweeps Trained 
and Fully Insured
Certificate Issued after Sweeping
For Further Details please call Berni on
01795 581755 or 07751 109300
Visit me at www.barniessweeps.co.uk

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
Weddings & special occasions catered for

27 years experience

Mob: 07894 524166

Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com
A stylist who cares

Pest Control Services  
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and  

Bee Swarms removed 
Discreet & Prompt Service 

Local Tradesman 
Contact  Andy Pink  

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

Wags & Tales 

Professional  
Home from Home Dog Boarding 

also Doggy Day Care  
and animal taxi now available, safe and 

comfortable transport for your pets 
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS Check 

Canine first aid course. 
Also Dog Walking service  
for the surrounding areas. 

For more details please contact: 
Trudie on 01795 890114 

or 0771 4455 769

GARDEN CLEARANCE
No job too small.

Mowing, strimming. Trees topped/removed.
Fences and gates erected.

For a free quote call

Nick Swatland 01795 886814
mobile 07713 766141

mailto:cscarlett9@aol.co.uk
mailto:caroline599@outlook.com
mailto:Christinanorcott@gmail.com
https://citizensadviceswale.uk/campaigns/local-campaigns/
https://citizensadviceswale.uk/campaigns/local-campaigns/
https://citizensadviceswale.uk/email-general-advice/
https://citizensadviceswale.uk/email-general-advice/
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It may not be widely observed 
this year, for these have not 
been easy times in which to feel 
grateful. Coronavirus turned 
our lives upside down, and now 
we have the war in Ukraine, and 
the alarming rise in the cost of 
living. Add to that the heat 
waves, the wildfires, and the 
widespread drought of this past 
summer, and what is there to be 
particularly thankful about? 
To put it another way, how, as 
Christians, can we be grateful 
during disasters?  Should we 
even try to be grateful? The 
letters of St Paul give us some 
pointers.   
First of all, he says that we are 
not to be terrified when bad 
things happen. Instead, “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
known to God.” Then, “let the 
peace of God rule in our hearts, 
to which also you were called in 
one body; and be thankful 
….” (Colossians 3:15) 
Again, in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
Paul urges: “In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.” It 
is not that we should thank God 
for losing our jobs or other 
disasters; it is rather that we 
need to keep our eye on the 
bigger picture, and never forget 

what God has blessed us with in 
Jesus Christ.  
Giving thanksgiving to God is a 
sure sign of the fruit of His 
Spirit in our lives. In fact, a 
thankless attitude is abnormal 
for a Christian! It goes against 
everything that is in our new 
life. No wonder that the NT 
continually calls us back to 
thankfulness. 
And there is good reason for 
this. Romans 8:28 assures us: 
“We know that all things work 
together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the 
called according to his 
purpose.”  So even when things 
are bad, Paul assures us that we 
can be sure that God has not 
abandoned us, but instead will 
stand by us through the hard 
times.   
The early church, whenever 
they gathered, gave thanks 
together. Whenever we meet for 
fellowship with believers, it is 
good to include a time of giving 
thanks.   
But even when we are on our 
own, each day we can make 
time to be “singing and making 
melody in your heart to the 
Lord.” (Eph 5:18). We can be 
“giving thanks always for all 
things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Eph 5:20)

Being grateful 
 World Gratitude Day (yes, it really does exist!) is on 21st September. 

Eastling Neighbourhood Watch 

Village Warden 07794 010 394 or 01795 890848 
Police 101 Emergency 999 
With the harvest now being brought in as such the incidents of hare 
coursing will probably be increased so please if seen at all please report it, 
under no circumstances approach these people whilst it would be great if 
any vehicle registration is available. 
Whilst on the subject of harvest I would like to thank all the farmers and 
their assistants for the care taken on the roads especially after the long 
hours that have been worked to obtain the results. 
As we all will be experiencing the rise in the general cost of living it is 
foregone conclusion that the scammers and con merchants will be after 
our hard earned cash. Please be alert at all times and remember your 
bank will not contact you on your telephone nor the police. He aware of 
any doorstep callers pretending to be the police or from the council. If not 
sure ring the police or give me a call. 
Have a good month and take care, Alan.
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Local area service  
Personalised approach 

Dementia expertise 
Professionally trained 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Website: www.nplh.uk 

Email: info@nplh.uk  
 

01795 597983 
 
 

 

CALL US ON 01795 531623 or 01227 290131 / Mobile 07880 602823

RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT REALISTIC PRICES BY CERTIFIED ENGINEERS
WE COME TO YOU!

JKF Computer Services, Est 2000

• PC Repairs, Upgrades & Rebuilds
• Virus Detection and Removal
• PC’s Built To Your Specification
• On- Site or Workshop Repairs
• Hardware & Software Troubleshooting

• Computer Installation & Maintenance
• Spyware Detection & Removal
• Collect and Return Service as needed
• Data Recovery and Backup
• Small Business or Home Networks

When the sun goes edgewise, and daytime equals 
night 
  
23rd September is the autumnal equinox (if you live in the 
northern hemisphere) or the vernal (Spring) equinox (if you 
live in the southern hemisphere). The equinoxes occur in 
March and September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’ to the Earth’s axis of 
rotation, so that everywhere on earth has twelve hours of daylight and 
twelve hours of darkness. 

Southern Cesspool 
Services 

Tank Emptying 
Treatment Plant Servicing and Jet Washing 

Regular  Empties  
Clean Quick & Efficient 

British Water Accredited 

01233 646767 / 732407 
07773 491356 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com 

We Pride Ourselves On First 
Class Service

EaziHealth is a UK registered online pharmacy 
with a focus on healthcare and customer service
Our services
- Erectile dysfunction, Emergency contraception
- Free delivery service
- NHS repeat prescriptions
- Private prescriptions
- Stop Smoking 
- Video Consultations
- Weight Loss Management

Our contact:
Telegram & WhatsApp: 07761313828
Tel:  01227 913 444 / 01795 597801
Unit C The Market Place, Brogdale Farm
Brogdale Road  Faversham
ME13 8XZ
www.eazihealth.co.uk

Plasterer 
P.Hadley 

All aspects of plastering covered 
18 years experience 
Ceilings or Walls, Old or New 
Lime Plastering & Heritage Work 
Plaster Boarding 
Over skimming of Artex 
Tiling 

Property maintenance 

No job too Large or Small 
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service     

 For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on 

Ospringe  07740 530426  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

A D Pink Electrical 
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets. 

Garden and security lighting. 
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 

Certificates. Fully 
insured 

NICEIC Part P  
Domestic Installer 

Local Tradesman  
Tel: 01622 884774  
07761 559 744 

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

Nigel Beeton writes: “September is a 
time when we begin the celebration of 
harvest, and the rhythms of the seasons 
that lead up to it. But, as this Summer 
shows, the seasons have been disturbed. 
My cousins are farmers in Suffolk, and it 
has been so dry this year that they 
couldn’t even drill one field until June…. 
So our harvest celebrations this year must 
be tempered with a humble awareness of 
the part we’ve played in upsetting the 
rhythms of creation.”
 
The Rhythms of Creation
 
The rhythms of creation -
The never-ceasing beat
Of seasons in rotation
As cold gives way to heat;
We know, when it is raining
The sun will dry the rain
And when the moon is waning
It soon will wax again.
 
The farmer drills his acres
When springtime rains shall fall 
Then gathers wheat for bakers
As sunflowers grow tall;
In spring, the fruit trees, blooming
Attract the busy bees;
As autumn clouds are looming
We pick from loaded trees.
 
The Lord, our Great Creator
Allowed us, by His grace
To be the regulator
Of earthly time and space
But mankind has been greedy
In burning coal and oil
So farmers now are seeding
In dry and desert soil.
 
The rhythms of creation
Are wand’ring from their beat
Increasing suffocation,
Of fire, flood, and heat.
Lord, teach us new behaviour
To spend, with care, our days:
Dear loving Lord and Saviour
Forgive our foolish ways! 
By Nigel Beeton

http://www.eazihealth.co.uk


 

Woodfest & Country Fair at Belmont - 10th & 11th September, 10am - 5pm 
We have lots of exciting woodland demonstrations taking place over the weekend including chainsaw carving, wood turning, spoon 

carving, campfire cooking, horse logging, pole lathe turning as well as vintage tractors and a fantastic display of stationary steam 
engines.  This is a great show for all the family! £10.00 per person, children under 16 are free. Save 10% when you book online. 



 

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

Volunteering at the Lambeth 
Conference 2022


God’s Church for God’s world 
Convened by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference is 
an international meeting of Anglican 
bishops. It meets once every 10 years 
and 2022 was the 15th such meeting. 
The conference discusses church and 
world affairs and the global mission of 
the Anglican Communion for the decade 
ahead. It was scheduled to meet two 
years ago however due to the pandemic 
it was postponed and was finally able to 
go ahead this year. I first volunteered 
two years ago and honestly had 
forgotten about it until this year when 
arrangements were being made. As I 
work full time, I was only able to offer 
my time at the weekend. 


The Lambeth conference took place at 
the University of Kent starting on the 
26th July and ending on the 8th August. 
650 Bishops from all over the world 
attended along with approximately 300 
spouses. There was a programme of 
events for the spouses as well as the 
Bishops. The programme involved 
services at Canterbury Cathedral, bible 
study, mission meetings, reception with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and a day 
at Lambeth palace. The Bishops had a 
full programme starting at 6.30 with 
morning prayer every day closing with 
night prayer at 9.30pm. 


It was hoped that 150 people would 
volunteer their time to assist in ensuring 
the Bishops found there way around the 
campus and various sessions were set 
up, however only 80 volunteers were 
found. Each volunteer was provided 
with a blue high vis jacket and a red 
baseball cap with the Lambeth 
Conference logo on. My slots were on 
full days both Saturday and Sunday 

both weekends to fit around my 
full-time job. On the first Saturday 
we had to rearrange the main 
venue from rowed seating to table 
setting to allow for group 
discussions, this took some 
arranging, 92 tables needed 
putting up with 8 chairs per table 
and then each had a tablecloth 
and the paperwork necessary. 
Volunteers also had to be around the 
campus to assist the Bishops and their 
spouses get from one venue to another. 


The first Sunday morning we had to 
ensure we got every Bishop and spouse 
on to the buses in order for them to be 
taken to Canterbury town centre for the 
opening service. At 8.30 volunteers were 
on the first bus, we were dropped off at 
Iron Bar Lane and then we had to mark 
out the route down to the cathedral, as 
everywhere was closed this proved a 
relatively easy task and we breathed a 
sigh of relief once the last bus had 
dropped off its passengers and all had 
been safely shown to the cathedral. 


We knew that it wouldn’t be quite so 
easy in reverse, we had tourists and 
shoppers milling around, many wanting 
to know why we were dressed the 
same, what was going on and so we 
explained and invited many to watch the 
procession of Bishops as they left the 
cathedral, many Bishops wanted to go 
off shopping but we knew that we had 
to keep them together, if a sheep dog 
can herd sheep what do you use to herd 
a “bench/psalter” of Bishops, (googled 
what the collective noun for a group of 
bishops was and it is bench or psalter), 
a big sigh of relief could be heard when 
the last bishop was safely on the bus 
and the bus was heading back to the 
university campus. 


The following weekend things were a bit 
easier as by now the Bishops knew 

there way around and our role was now 
clearing up ready for their departure. 
There was a closing service at the 
cathedral and volunteers were able to 
attend this service, it was a moving 
service, one I will never forget. Each 
reading was done in a different 
language, there were hymns from Spain, 
Palestine, Africa. The sermon given by 
the Archbishop he drew everything they 
had accomplished together, the prayers 
were also done in a variety of languages 
and hearing the Lord’s prayer said in 
every language all at the same time was 
a sound to hear. 


When the service was concluded the 
musicians led everybody out of the 
cathedral and the Bishops were dancing 
and enjoying themselves. They were 
also quick to get back on the buses, 
seeing as it was now 6.30pm and some 
had to pack, others were leaving and 
the rest had a BBQ to attend. 


The evening concluded with a BBQ 
where the volunteers, stewards and 
Bishops with spouses all ate together 
on the sports field. A lot of organisation 
had gone into arranging this event and it 
was very successful, for me I will 
remember the grateful thanks of the 
Bishops as they thanked each of us on 
route from the cathedral for keeping 
them safe and together.


Caroline Ramshaw, Reader and Anna 
Chaplain.

St Mary’s House, The Square
Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority Registered No. 50485

01622 859 416
lenham@hallettandco.co.uk
www.hallettandco.co.uk

thorneloe&co
S O L I C I T O R S  •  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Now part of Hallett & Co

Just up in Stalisfield; we are a family run, independent, awarding 
winning, fine dining pub & restaurant with outstanding bedrooms. 

We are currently recruiting for  

·      Casual waiting & bar team members (evening 
& weekends) includes holiday pay + tips 

·      Casual cleaners for our bedrooms (midweek   
& weekends) includes holiday pay 

·      Casual pot wash (weekends) includes holiday pay 
+ tips 

Some previous experience is ideal, but 
willingness to work & a good personality is 

essential we can teach you the rest!  

Also great opportunity for full 
time manager!  

(previous experience  in the industry required) 

Please send your CV to info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 



 

To Share Pain 
  by Audrey Keen 
When the wind blows 
It covers me in ethereal joy, 
When it rains - my tears may flow 
unnoticed. 
But when the sun shines 
I smile, 
For ready pain must withdraw. 
It is weakness to concede to it. 
But on reflection, 
Is it not desirable to the sufferer 
To share discomfiture? 
And could the company of others, 
Congenial, put back together a broken 
spirit, 
A binding as powerful as the elements 
And as consummate as any physical love?

JM WEBSTER
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

OIL TANK INSTALLATION AND INSPECTIONS
OIL  GAS  LPG

INSTALLATION SERVICE AND REPAIR
BATHROOMS AND GENERAL PLUMBING

OFTEC AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED
jimwebster5778@btinternet.com

07971 589 019

Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation

Primary Key stage 1 and 2
Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com

Canon Paul Hardingham remembers Diana, Princess of Wales… 
  

‘England’s Rose’ 
  
This month marks 25 years since the funeral of Princess Diana on 6th September 
1997. Prince William has described how his mother’s death was like an 
earthquake, the shockwaves taking time to sink in. When we remember the days 
leading up to the funeral, the whole nation seemed touched by her death. Over 
32 million people watched the funeral on television. As we look back to this 
event, what is its continuing significance? 
As those made in the image of God, we are called to reach out to show love to 
others. ‘Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.’ (1 John 
4:7). Princess Diana did this, especially the vulnerable in our society, 
remembering especially her work with AIDS sufferers and landmine victims. 
However, she was also a flawed individual, who fought various ‘demons’ in her 
own life and struggled with relationships. People identified with her humanity as 
one like us: fallible, weak yet more than good enough.  
There is always something powerful about vulnerability in others; we can 
identify with them because, like us, they don’t have it all together. God uses 
flawed people in His purposes, as we clearly see in the pages of the Bible: 
Abraham, Moses, David and Paul, to mention just a few! 
Ironically, Mother Theresa died the day before Diana’s funeral. Again, she was 
somebody who was much loved for her work among the poor. However, despite 
being declared a saint last year, she openly talked about the vulnerability of her 
faith. Mother Teresa revealed that she spent nearly 50 years without a tangible 
feeling of God’s presence in her life! It’s not easy to be a perfect saint! 
‘I think the biggest disease the world suffers from in this day and age is the 
disease of people feeling unloved.’ (Princess Diana).

mailto:jimwebster5778@btinternet.com


Thank you to everyone who supported 
our Benefice Fun Day, held at Teynham 
Church in July. It was so encouraging to 
see people from every village 
represented as the church community 
got together outside on a hot summer’s 
day. Many new families came along for 
games, fun, bbq, cakes and to meet 
new people. They were also invited to 
join us for our ‘All Together Now’ family-
style service the next day in the church 
itself. It was great to see so many 
people take up the offer and the church 
was full. What a joy!

If you would like to join us for our future 
All Together Now services, they 
are held in Lynsted Church on the 
second Sunday of each month from 
10.15am. We’d love to show more 
families in our area the love and 
welcome that being part of a church 
family brings. Please contact 
caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk for more 
information.

Benefice Fun Day

mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk

