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faversham.foodbank.org.uk

Thank You    
A special thank you this month to the children and parents of Eastling 
School who brought a very generous supply of goods for Faversham 
Foodbank at their Harvest Festival in church. As the colder weather 
starts our contributions are even more important. Please keep  your 
contributions coming. Thank you.
Urgent items for November:  Tinned sponge puddings; tinned/
packet custard; jam; tea; coffee; tinned vegetables including 
potatoes;  long life milk; long life fruit juice; chocolate.

What’s On
WEEKLY EVENTS: 
Tuesdays  

Table Tennis  7 - 9pm   Stalisfield Hall
Wednesdays  (Alternate)
Eastling Walkers 10.30am  Call 01795 892194
Thursdays  

Fitness Pilates    9.15am    Eastling Hall
Thursdays  
     Zumba                6.30pm    Stalisfield Hall
Fridays!
     Yoga!         9.30am  Eastling Hall

Short Mat Bowls    7.30pm  Eastling Hall

 7th  Eastling Parish Council         6.30pm
! Eastling Village Hall
 7th  Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.     7.30pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall
 8th   Charing History Society!       8pm 
! Charing Parish Hall
11th   CaféStyle!! !     10am 
! Eastling Village Hall
11th   Remembrance Service! 10.40am 
! Throwley Church
11th   Remembrance Service! 11.45am 
! Stalisfield Church
11th  WW1 Commemorative Event 1.30pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall     
11th   Christmas Choir practice    5 - 6pm 
! Eastling Church
15th  Deadline for December Good News 
! goodnewsmagazine@me.com
19th  Throwley Parish Council       7.30pm
! Parsonage Farm
20th  Painters Forstal with Selling W.I.  2pm
! Eastling Village Hall
27th  December Good News Publication

DECEMBER  
 7th & 8th    Puss in Boots              7.30pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall
 9th   Children’s Christmas Party   12.30pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall
12th  Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.      7.30pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall
13th   Seniors‘ Christmas Lunch    12.30pm 
! Eastling Village Hall
15th   Seniors’ Christmas Dinner         4pm
! Stalisfield Village Hall

What’s On Good News Parish Magazine
November 2018

 High Downs Parish      

Serving the villages of Eastling, Otterden, 
Stalisfield and Throwley

www.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews

Eastling School News
What a busy start to the new academic year we 
have had at Eastling Primary School! Our new 
reception children have settled in very well in 
Acorn class and have already been out on two 
school trips. They went to Whitstable Lifeboat 
Station as they have been learning about people 
that help us. The children learnt about the 
clothes the lifeboat people wear, their boat and 
the tractor, which is used to get the boat down 
into the water. They also visited Macknades to 
learn about food before purchasing the 
ingredients needed to make apple crumble back at 
school. In the afternoon, the school was filled 
with the delightful smells of the apple crumble. 

The whole school celebrated Harvest Festival at 
St Mary’s with Norman Fowler.  The children 
kindly donated items for the Faversham Foodbank 
and the reception children will be making 
deliveries to some of the people in the community. 
Each class brought something unique to the 
service including singing and poetry. At Eastling 
Primary School, we have the most amazing singers 
and we can sing in two parts. 

On Wednesday 3rd October, our junior children 
had the most amazing experience of travelling to 
London to watch the musical Matilda.  The Friends 
of Eastling School very kindly contributed 
significantly towards the cost of the trip. The 
children had such a unique learning experience. 
The visit to Matilda was made possible by the 
support of the FOES from their fantastic 
fundraising throughout the year, but most 
importantly at the Summer Fete, which alone 
raised an amazing £2,800. We value the work of 
the FOES as it enables unique opportunities as 
well as supporting the school in many other ways. 
The FOES last year contributed £3000 towards 
the new school library, which is bright, colourful, 
and fully accessible to all the children and very 
well used by all the classes.  We plan to have an 
official opening shortly which we hope the local 
newspaper will attend as well as an invited special 
guest. 

The school has two planned open afternoons for 
prospective parents and children to visit the 
school. These are 1pm-3pm on Wednesday 31st 
October and Monday 5th November. If any 
prospective parents are unable to make the 
planned days then please phone the school office 
to arrange a visit, which is convenient.  We do 
have a few spaces available across the school 
for an immediate start.

Melanie Dale, Headteacher

“WE WILL REMEMBER THEM”

Stalisfield Commemoration    11th November
Join us to commemorate together the end of the 

First World War   1914 - 1918

11:45 at Stalisfield Church
a Selection of Readings and Hymns

with Bell Ringing to celebrate the peace at 12:30
(please bring any bells to ring)

Finishing with the unveiling of a plaque and 
laying of a wreath for the Stalisfield fallen

at the Village Hall 13:00

Soup and Cheese will be served!



Eastl ing Neighbourhood 
Watch
Village Warden 07794 010 394 
        or 01795 890848
Police 101 Emergency 999

There have been numerous  reports  during 
October of a telephone scam that seems  to 
have targeted Eastling and surrounding 
areas. The call starts  off by saying it is  the 
po l i ce ca l l ing and that a warrant 
number ...... has  been issued for your 
arrest for monies owed to HMRC, to stop 
the warrant you are to ring a particular no 
where, no doubt, you will be asked to pay 
money to stop the warrant. This is a nasty 
scam directed at the vulnerable and elderly 
so please ignore the call. The appropriate 
authorities have been informed.

By now the clocks  would have been altered 
so please if possible alter your timers or 
leave your lights  on as  the dark evenings 
are upon us after a wonderful autumn.

It is  with sadness that I have heard of the 
untimely passing away of our very own 
Keith Neaves. Keith was always  a stalwart 
of the village, in the 18 years  I  have lived 
in the village I  had never heard a word 
against him and many people in the village 
will have many a tale of the hours  they 
have spent with him. There will be panic in 
the City today as the shares of those that 
make Mild Beer would have collapsed. RIP 
Keith.

Thank you from the vil lage to the 
organisers and participants  of the Harvest 
Auction held at The Carpenters  for the 
donation towards  the defibrillator fund it 
was brilliant.

Take care and have a good month,  
Alan.

Parish Council Meetings
Eastling : Wednesday 7th 

November, 6.30pm in 
Eastling Village Hall

Throwley: Monday 19th 
November, 7.30pm, 

Parsonage Farm 
conference room

A United Anglican and 
Catholic Service 

will be held on 18th November,  
3pm in Throwley Church 

Following our many years of 
partnership between Anglican  and 
Catholic Faiths there will be another 
united service for Christians of all 
denominations, and none, at St 
Michael and all Angels, Throwley 
at 3pm on the 18th November.  
Throwley and Lady of Mount 
Carmel parishioners would like to 
welcome anyone to join us in this 
celebration of our joint Christian 
faith. There will be refreshments 
afterwards. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

PLEASE - 
Be a 

Responsible 
Dog Owner:
A reminder to dog 
walkers that they 
should not allow 
t h e i r d o g s t o 
f o u l  p u b l i c 
footpaths and leave it there. Not only 
is it unsightly but can be a health 
hazard.
It is actually an offence to allow any 
dog you are in control of to defecate 
on land, including footpaths, to which 
the public have access and not remove 
it. 
Always ensure that you carry a poop 
scoop or bags with you to clear up 
your dogs waste.
Do not use the lack of a 
nearby dog bin as an 
excuse to leave your dog's 
waste. Dog owners can put 
their bagged dog waste in 
any public litter bin or 
take it home to your 
household green bin.
For more information go 
to the Swale Council site: 
www.swale.gov.uk/dog-
fouling/

Throwley Parish 
Council

Vacancy for Parish Clerk . 
If any one would like 

details of this interesting 
and important work  ( an 

honorarium is paid ) please 
contact the Chairman, 

Roger Clarke. 
Tel 01795 890332 

Paul Hardingham considers the meaning of Remembrance Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Remembering the end of World War One 
This year Remembrance Sunday 
(11 t h November ) marks the 
centenary  of the end of World War 
One. Of the 65 million men who 
were mobilized, 8.5 million were 
killed and a further 21 million 
wounded. Wilfred Owen wrote of 
those ‘who die as cattle.’
How should we celebrate this 
anniversary? In remembering the 
Armistice, our response should be 
to desire Micah’s vision of universal 
peace in our world: ‘They will beat 
their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train 
for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3).
However, why  keep asking God for 
peace, when we continue to see 
such violence and unrest in our 
world? The Bible makes it clear 
that peace is not just the absence 
of war or being untroubled. It 
means being in a right relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ, 
with other people and with wider 
society.

Of course, Micah’s words are 
looking to end of time when God 
will make all things new in His 
universal kingdom. However, 
these promises also can speak to 
us now. The ministry  of Jesus 
demonstrated the kingdom or 
reign of God breaking into the 
everyday, as He healed the sick 
and brought reconciliation and 
hope. When we pray  for peace, 
we’re rejecting the ‘old order of 
things’, of violence and war and 
asking God to make His kingdom 
real today. We’re citizens of the 
new kingdom, reshaping the old.
The end of the centenary  of 
World War 1 is a time to consider 
peace. Although the war did not 
bring a lasting peace to the 
world, for the Christian there’s a 
deeper lesson: peace begins with 
the heal ing of hearts, the 
restoring of relationships and with 
a deep, costly  commitment to 
justice.

KERRY SMITH
My  husband Kerry  slipped away 
on  2nd October  after  a long 
illness.   His dying  wish  was to be 
buried in  Stalisfield and he 
wanted the church  to be filled 
with  those who knew  and loved 
him.  So many  villagers helped to 
ensure that he had the best send 
off possible.  My  deep gratitude 
g o e s t o o u r f r i e n d s a n d 
neighbours who pitched in  on  the 
day, to make it  a  celebration 
Kerry  would have been  proud of.  
There are too many  people to 
thank individually,  but from  the 
local  shoot  who lined up on  the 
procession  to the church,  those 
who took part  in  the service and 
to everyone who helped at 
Stalisfield Village hall  afterwards, 
thank you.  

Stalisfield, you did him proud.
Tracey Smith

 Sunday 11th November

Prayer Pointers

November 2018

Sundays - Give thanks for the lives of
   loved ones who have died. 
Mondays - Pray for healing for those
  who are unwell and help for all in need.
Tuesdays - Give thanks for all working 
  in the emergency services and pray for
  their safety.
Wednesdays - Pray for clergy and lay 
  ministers as they work to spread God’s 
  word.
Thursdays -  Give thanks for our 
  schools and all who work in them.
Fridays - Pray for peace in our troubled 
  world. 
Saturdays - Give thanks for the freedom 
  we enjoy and remember the lives of those 
  damaged or lost whilst fighting for us.

   Eastling  Church 
Flower Rota   
November 
4th - Sue Chandler
11th, 18th & 25th - Bay Lees

2nd December - Trisha Smith
If you would like to join the 
flower arranging rota, please call 
Bay on 01795 892036.

Garden Services
Year Round Horticultural Care
Local RHS qualified gardener  
   Planting advice. Containers & 

baskets. Rotovating. Pruning. 
Hedge trimming.

   Professional lawn care: 
Scarifying, turfing, aerating 
and treatments.

   Organic and wildlife friendly 
approach!

  Phone or Text Mike on:   
07746 220 998

Email: kdgardens@outlook.com

PETER KEEN
I would like to thank 
all who sent cards of 
condolence and flowers 
on the very sad 
occasion of my husband 
Peter’s passing.
Your kind messages 
have been a great 
comfort to me.
! Audrey Keen

A Family run business on 
your door step offering 
job opportunities  to  build 
your career.

We are currently 
recruiting for casual team 
members - front of house 

and kitchen
Willingness to work is essential, 

experience not required, train and 
earn at the same time in our Family 

run Pub

Please send your details to 
info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk

or pop in to see us with your details or CV

mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk


Dot loved children and 
was adored by her 
grand-and great  grand-
children and also by 
the children living 
nearby in Eastling, 
who also considered 
h e r t o b e t h e i r 
grandmother. “Nanny 
Dot” used to listen to them, read with 
them, play fun games like “Whot” and 
guessing games and also taught them 
to spin metal trays on the kitchen floor. 
She was always cheerful. She loved 
music and took them to musical 
shows. At her funeral the family chose 
incidental music from Oliver and West 
Side Story as well as Christian hymns. 
Dot was a diabetic and after Bert died 
in 2013 she lived on her own, 
managing to control her diabetes for 
several years but  occasionally she 
w o u l d n e e d e m e rg e n c y h e l p . 
Eventually it  was necessary for her to 
move to a nursing home where she 
could be cared for. She was very kind 
to the other residents, many of whom 
had dementia, and kept cheerful 
despite missing her old home. She 
enjoyed visits and outings with her 
family and friends, and took an active 
part in a bible discussion group in 
Eastling despite her age of nearly 95. 
Her mind was amazingly intact. Sadly 
Dot died just before her 95th birthday 
with a complication of her diabetes. 
She is much missed by family and 
friends.

Canon David Winter looks forward to Advent.
The Way I See It - the future in safe hands?

The Advent calendars, complete with 
chocolate,  are already in the shops. The 
season actually begins at the end of  this 
month, four weeks when Christians are 
meant  to think seriously about the future.  It’s 
always been a human dilemma. 

We know a lot about the past – ours and the 
history of our race. We know quite a lot 
about the present.  But the fact is  we know 
nothing about what might or will happen to 
us even five minutes ahead. In a few 
seconds our life can be turned upside down. 
We are introduced to a stranger who 
eventually becomes our life partner. The 
doctor tells us we are pregnant – or 
seriously ill. We get the sack or are offered 
a wonderful new job.  Anything from a road 
traffic accident to a financial windfall to a 
leak in the kitchen ceiling can change 
everything in an instant.

So, it’s not surprising that we are puzzled by 
the future. The past can be cherished – 
memories are precious. The present  is to be 

lived to the best of our ability. But what 
can we do about the future? Our best laid 
plans are provisional, at best. No wonder 
soothsayers,  fortune tellers  and the rest 
have always done well.

For people who believe in God there is, 
however,  a bit of help in his Name. In 
Hebrew it is ‘Yahweh’ (often wrongly 
transcribed as ‘Jehovah). It  means,  more 
or less, I AM. God simply exists,  a kind of 
permanent  present  tense. So,  while we 
see past, present  and future, He is just 
the Existing One. Yes,  I know that sounds 
baffling, but it makes sense that the 
Creator of  everything can’t be part  of  the 
time, space and matter that He created.

When I was a teenager we sang a gospel 
song that  had a line I’ve never forgotten: 
‘We don’t know what the future holds, but 
we know who holds the future’. It’s a 
simple idea, but quite a profound thought 
for Advent!

“Dot” (Doris May) Parrett 
a tribute 

Dot was born in 1923, the middle child 
of three girls, and was brought up in a 
children’s home in Tredegar, Wales. 
She had a soft  spot  for Wales all her 
life. 

Dot joined the WRAF, working on the 
switchboard, andt was here that  she met 
her husband Bert. They were married 
and had their daughter Sue. Later were 
to follow 3 granddaughters, 8 great 
grandchildren and 3 great great 
grandchildren. 
In 1955 Dot  and Bert  moved to 
Faversham from London. Initially they 
lived in Water Lane, Faversham. Bert 
was a pub landlord whilst Dot 
attempted fruit picking but  found it 
impossible when she realised cherries 
didn’t grow on bushes and she couldn’t 
climb ladders!(one of Dot’s jokes). 
Eventually they settled in Eastling 
where Dot quickly settled into village 
life. She helped at  the school, helped 
start  the parish Good News Magazine 
30 years ago, and then helped produce 
it and delivered it for many years. Dot 
made many cakes - both for her family 
and for village events such as the 
bluebell walk, the “pop-in” coffee 
morning and, at Christmas, for our local 
homeless man.  She attended church 
and in their 80s both Dot and Bert were 
confirmed in 2011 by the Bishop of 
Dover, together with  eleven others 
from the parish.  

            MD’s
       TILING

Quality Walls & Floors
Kitchen, Bathroom, Conservatories

Supply & Fix or Fix Only
Preparation Work & Floor Leveling

Under Floor Heating
Bathroom, En-suite & Cloakroom

Installation Undertaken

Free Estimates, Friendly Advice and Reliable Service

01795 531516 - 07952 733909
5 Baybank, Painter’s Forstal, Faversham, ME13 0EE

NIG Registered Liability Insurance Cover

Plasterer
P.Hadley

Ceilings or Walls, Old or New
Over skimming of Artex
Coving 
Tiling Ceramic or Stone
Plaster Boarding
Tanking of Cellars
Rendering
Lime Plastering and Restoration Work

No job too Large or Small
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service    

For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on

Ospringe  07740 530426  
Working in Partnership with Tom Winter, 

Painter and Decorator

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pest Control Services 
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and 

Bee Swarms removed
Discreet & Prompt Service

Local Tradesman
Contact  Andy Pink 

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

The Sweep 
Sittingbourne

For all your Chimney 
Sweeping needs

Tel: 01795 471870 / 07944 891514
Fully Insured and Certificate issued

“Who Let the Dogs Out?”

Professional 
Dog Walking Service

Fully Insured
Stalisfield, Faversham, Charing, 
Lenham and surrounding areas.

For more details please contact:
Trudie on 01795 890114
or Mob 0771 4455 769

The Feminine Touch
“All your beauty needs met by 
one touch”

Izzy
 Your Local Beauty 
Therapist / Barber

07455 394605
£5 off first time treatment and loyalty card will be 

given with a further 10% off your 6th time treatment.

•  Body Massage: 1 hour - £30. 30mins - £15.
•  Facials: 1 hour deluxe facial - £20, includes; 
   head, shoulder, hand and foot massage. 30 
   mins facial - £10. All facials include hot mitts. 
   Facial stem an extra £5.
•  Eyelash Lift & Tint £30   •  Eyelash Extensions £40
•  Manicure: 1 hour treatment - £15.
•  Pedicure: 1 hour - £18.
•  Shellac: £20 for hands * £25 for hands & feet 
•  SNS nails: £25 for hands. Polygel nails: £35 for hands.
•  Waxing: ranging from £5 - £18.
•  Barbering: Children £5, OAPS - £7, Men - £10.
   Includes tidy up of beards.

For all enquires please contact Izzy on:
07455 394605

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

   Barnie’s Sweeps
Professional Brush & Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service for Open Fires and
Wood Burners
Clean Efficient Service
Institute of Chimney Sweeps Trained 
and Fully Insured
Certificate Issued after Sweeping
For Further Details please call Berni on
01795 581755 or 07751 109300
Visit me at www.barniessweeps.co.uk

GARDEN CLEARANCE
No job too small.

Mowing, strimming. Trees topped/removed.
Fences and gates erected.

For a free quote call

Nick Swatland 01795 886814
mobile 07713 766141

Marcus Hammond
Tel: 01795 473959
Mob: 07592 511612
Email:  mandjelec@gmail.com

Thorneloe & Co.
Solicitors

An independent family practice providing
a friendly, high quality personal service.

Specialists in: 

Wills  Probate  Estates  Trusts
Powers of Attorney  Court of Protection
Residential & Commercial Conveyancing

01622 859 416
thorneloe@thorneloe.co.uk

www.thorneloe.co.uk
St Mary’s House, The Square,

Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

Registered Number 70429

 

 
 

 

Eastling Village Hall

THURSDAYS

9.15am FITNESS PILATES

  FAVERSHAM         TEYNHAM

 ZUMBA classes in 

www.milesdanceandfitness.com

leigh.fitness@btinternet.com

01795 890149   or     07873 431952

DAY & EVENING  

07873 431952

Bishop 
Trevor to 

retire
The  Rt  Revd  Trevor 
Willmott, Bishop of 
Dover  and Bishop  in 
C a n t e r b u r y ,  h a s 
a n n o u n c e d  h i s 
intention  to retire  in  May  2019. He has 
served in  this role since February  2010, 
taking  on  additional responsibilities for 
the  Channel Islands in  2014.  Bishop 
Trevor  will conclude his public ministry 
on  12  May  at  Canterbury  Cathedral.  He 
said: “One of  the great  joys for  me  is 
confirmation.  I love it:  the  privilege  to 
listen,  the privilege to serve and the 
sheer  joy  of sharing  in  the  experience of 
a  God searching  out  and loving  people. 
If I’ve been  able  in  any  small  way  to 
help in  that  journey  for  people,  then  I 
thank God.

T o  r e a d m o r e g o  t o 
www.canterburydiocese.org/bishop-
of-dover-announces-retirement/ 

Beginners Yoga & Meditation 
@ Eastling Village Hall every Friday: 
9:30-10:45am. £32 for 4 weeks or 

£10 drop in.
A gentle Hatha-flow to warm, relax and 
energise, followed by guided meditation, 

all followed by a delicious cup of Chai Tea.
Wear warm comfy clothing and bring your 

mat if you wish
I look forward to meeting you!

To book call: 07834658300 or email: 
west.stacey@outlook.com

mailto:thorneloe@thorneloe.co.uk
mailto:thorneloe@thorneloe.co.uk
http://www.thorneloe.co.uk
http://www.thorneloe.co.uk
mailto:west.stacey@outlook.com
mailto:west.stacey@outlook.com


Painting & Decorating Service

Thorough workmanship
Reliable service

Competitive rates

Please contact Steve Withell on
01795 892125
07709 434000

sawithell@yahoo.co.uk

A D Pink Electrical
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets.

Garden and security lighting.
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 
Certificates. Fully insured

NICEIC Part P 
Domestic Installer

Local Tradesman 
Tel: 01622 884774 
07761 559 744

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

Beechfields
Residential Home
Conyer Road, Teynham,

Sittingbourne.
Individual, ground floor, en-suite

rooms with views over the 
surrounding countryside.

Run by the resident owners,
Cliff and Dorothy Saffrey,

both registered nurses.
Day Care available.

Tel: 01795 520580

Free Range New season 
PORK                        LAMB

Shorthorn BEEF boxes 
Free Range TURKEYS

Phone: 01795 890700
www.snoadfarm.com

We are also at the 

“The Best of Faversham” 
Farmers’ Market on the 

1st Saturday of the month. 

Acorn Carriage HireAcorn Carriage Hire
What can you get for someone who has everything?
Why not treat them to a 2 hour carriage ride in the 

beautiful Kent countryside.
The Garden of England combined with a quiet  and 

tranquil trip in a horse and carriage,
stopping off at one of our local pubs (drinks not included).

www.acorncarriagehire.com

Tel: 07703 492543 natasha@acorncarriagehire.com
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FOR CLASS DETAILS 
CONTACT YOUR LICENSED ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR:

ROSIE BAKER
07809490982

R.baker4567@gmail.com
Facebook page: @zumbawithmerosieb

ZUMBA ®  is a fusion of Latin and International music/dance themes which create the 
principle that a workout should be “FUN AND EASY TO DO”. The routines feature aerobic/

fitness interval training with a combination of fast and slow rhythms that tone and sculpt the 
body!

Join me at
The Activate Gym, The Lenham School, Ham Lane, Lenham ME17 2QJ - Tuesdays 19.30 - 20.30
Stalisfield Village Hall, Stalisfield Road, Faversham. ME13 0HY - Thursdays 18.30 - 19.30

Harrietsham Village Hall, Church Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AP - 
Fridays 10.00 - 11.00 (Starting 12/01/18)

NO DANCE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!
PAY AS YOU GO, ONLY £6PP!

   HOGBEN  &  PARTIS  LIMITED
Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons
Chapels of Rest
SOLOMON’S LANE
NEWTON ROAD
FAVERSHAM
KENT  ME13 8EF
TEL:Faversham 532319

Administration Office
37 STONE STREET

FAVERSHAM
KENT ME13 8PH

TEL: Faversham 532319

If you would like to advertise in this parish magazine, 
please contact the Editor: goodnewsmagazine@me.com, 

or go to ccgi.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews

Musique Cordiale in Kent

N E W N H A M
Friday 16th November 

Church of St Peter & St Paul 7.30pm
Songs & Arias with Dima Bawab 

(soprano)
Choruses from the Messiah

Musique Cordiale Festival Choir
Conductor Graham Ross

Free entrance including a glass of 
wine

F A V E R S H A M
HANDEL’S MESSIAH

Saturday 17th November 
Church of St Mary of Charity 7.30pm  

Dima Bawab soprano, Kate Howden mezzo-
soprano Aidan Coburn tenor, Johnny Herford 

baritone Conductor Graham Ross
Entrance £10/£15 including a glass of wine 

(children under 12 free) 

 
D O D D I N G T O N

Sunday 18th November 12 noon
Church of the Beheading of St John 

the Baptist
Recital for tenor and piano including

SCHUMANN’S DICHTERLIEBE
Aidan Coburn tenor, Matthew Fletcher 

piano
Free entrance including a glass of wine

 
Information pippa@musique-

cordiale.com  tel: 0797 630 1443
www.musique-cordiale.com

Rotary Club of the 
Weald of Kent

in association with BOVIS HOMES

A Winter Concert with a 
Christmas Theme

Performed by Ashford Invicta Singers

Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm
Headcorn Village Hall

Proceeds raised will go to the Headcorn 
Patient Participation Group and other 

local Rotary charities.
Tickets £10 including a glass of wine, 

from 01622 843938



 Services in our Churches

4th November    4th Sunday before Advent
 Deuteronomy 6.1-9, Mark 12.28-34

 Eastling  10 am  Morning Prayer (BCP)
                          Led by Caroline Ramshaw

11th November   Remembrance Sunday
Hebrews 9. 24 - end,      Mark  1. 14 - 20

 Eastling        CaféStyle 10am in Village Hall
                         Led by Murray Wilkinson

 Throwley      10.40am  Remembrance Service
                         Led by Caroline Ramshaw

 Stalisfield     11.45am  Remembrance Service
                         

18th November   2nd Sunday before Advent
Hebrews 10. 11 - 25,  Mark 13 1 - 8

     Throwley    3 pm  United Anglican / Catholic Service
              Led by Revd.Collett White and Father O’Grady

25th November        Christ the King
Revelation 1. 4b - 8,   John 18. 33 - 37

 Eastling         8 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
                          Celebrant - Revd. Caroline Pinchbeck  

2nd December   First Sunday of Advent 
1 Thessalonians 3. 9 - end,   Luke 21. 25 - 36

 Eastling  10 am  Morning Prayer (BCP)
                          Led by Norman Fowler

	
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(BCP) Service taken from the Book of Common Prayer, 1662.

(CW) Service follows Common Worship Liturgy, 2000.

High Downs Parish
   Parish Office   Email: eastlingchurch@gmail.com
  facebook.com/highdownsbenefice

   Reader Norman Fowler         (01795 890412)
  4 Meesons Close, Eastling
   Reader Hugh Perks         (01795 890603)
  Weald Cottage, Eastling
  Reader  Caroline  Ramshaw        (01795 892088)
  4 Glebe Cottages, Eastling

Churchwardens
   Eastling   Andrew Baxter   (01795 890598)
   Administrator   Janet Payne  
   E mail: eastlingchurch@gmail.com
   Stalisfield with Otterden
    Jean West       (01233 712270)  
   Administrator   Sheila Moger    (01233 713212)  
    E mail: samhawksnest@aol.com
   Throwley          Vacant

From the Registers

   Baptisms
Dan Williams   and   Raife Williams

21st October 2018 at Stalisfield

   Funerals
Anne Wright

27th September 2018 Thanksgiving Service at Throwley
Peter Keen

15th October 2018  Burial at Otterden
Kerry Smith

18th October 2018  Burial at Stalisfield

   Interment of Ashes
 Doris May (Dot) Parrett
24th October at Eastling

Midweek   Groups
   Tuesdays:  Study group,  13th & 27th November, 9.30am
                       at Garden Cottage, Eastling.   01795 890368

   Wednesdays:  Study group, weekly, 7.30pm,  Pinks Farm 
            Kettle Hill Road, Eastling.   01795 890338

   Thursdays: Prayer group, weekly, 10.30am, Pinks Farm 
            Kettle Hill Road, Eastling.   01795 890338

   Fridays: Study group, weekly, 10.45am, New House Farm, 
  Eastling.  01795 890629

You will be welcome at any of our groups.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR

If you would like to advertise in the December 2018 magazine, 
submit articles or stories for publication, or would like any 
forthcoming events publicised, send your contribution by 15th 
November to: Hilary Harlow, Pinks Farm, Eastling, Faversham, 
ME13 0BA. Tel: 01795 890338. Where possible,  please submit 
your entry by email: goodnewsmagazine@me.com

Past and current issues of the Good News may 
be viewed on www.northdowns.plus.com/

goodnews

SOUTHERN ALSATIAN 
TRAINING SOCIETY

Once again Eric Baker from Hurst 
Farm and David Murray from 
Snoad Farm came up trumps this 
September, kindly supplying our 
Society with fields on which to 
Track our Members dogs.  Thank 
you so much for allowing us to 
access your fields.  Nina and 
Graham from Vent House allowed 

us to use their beautiful field for the 
Control and Agility exercises - thank you.  
Stalisfield Village Hall is always greatly admired and provides the perfect 
Base from which to organise our event, which is the civilian equivalent  of 
Police Dog Trials.  
Our Members t r ave l long 
distances to be with us, one 
coming down from Scotland this 
year!  We managed to fill the 
campsite at  The Plough Inn, so 
hope fu l ly gene ra t ed some 
business.  Hopefully next  year, 
some of our Members will be 
using the new B & B's.  Planning 
for next year is already in hand!

Life 
It is easy to find happiness
When everything goes right,
The world looks full of joy
And the future there so bright.
But how are we to cope
If things go sour and bad;
If future dreams are empty
Or the present mood is sad?
Each day we pray that we may find
The help that we would seek,
At such a time as this
When prospects look so bleak.
With patience we will see
That time has a way of healing,
This hurt that we experience
Is just another feeling.
Maybe there will be bad days
But there’ll be good ones too,
And remember that, in any case,
Each day brings hope anew.

   Audrey Keen

Gardening Group at Charing Surgery
When we last reported on the gardens 
at  the Charing Surgery, we had just 
been toSarah Raven’s garden in 
Sussex, which resulted in us rethinking 
the grasses planted on  the apex of the 
bank opposite the Surgery’s main 
entrance. The group greatly  admired 
the Molinia Caerulea Arundinacea 
‘Transparent,’  so the decision was 
made to place five plants on the top of 
the bank in November 2017. Although 
young, they are just  beginning to 
resemble those at Sarah Raven’s, and 
will be a lasting remembrance of our 
2017 Outing. This year, a new rose 
(Hot Chocolate) will remind us of our 
2018 Outing to Pashley Manor.
Like most  gardeners this summer, the 
low rain fall made it  a hard year for 
bo th f l ower s and vege t ab l e s . 
Somehow, we had a good display of 
roses and not too bad croppings of 
tomatoes, beans and potatoes. This 
being our f i rs t  year with the 
greenhouse, we were lucky enough to 
have been  donated a number of 
cucumber plants, which gave us an 
excellent crop.
We are very grateful to  all who  take 
time to thank the gardeners, the group 
love to know that  their hard work is 
appreciated and that  it brings pleasure 
to so many. It is always lovely to talk 
to members of the public and patients 
at the Surgery as they pass by.
We have again entered the Kent 
Wildlife Trust Community Gardens 

Competition.The judges visited us in 
early July, yes right  in the hottest  part 
of the year! The gardens were looking 
very  sad, with plants just  about 
surviving, but we were reassured by 
the judges that we were not alone as 
most  gardens were in  the same 
position. We have again been  awarded 
a Silver Gilt medal for 2018. The 
Parish Clerk in Charing had entered 
the village in the South  East in  Bloom 
Competition, and as part  of his tour, 
the judge was shown our gardens. His 
comments were very encouraging, and 
he suggested that we should enter the 
category for Community Gardens. To 
our delight, the Charing Gardening 
Group was awarded the Royal 
Horticultural Society  Neighbourhood 
Award of Level 5 - Outstanding.
The Gardening Group always 
welcomes  new members, whether 
you  are green fingered or not. There 
is  no obligation to commit to every 
week, or even to all  of the  three 
hours the  group meets every 
Tuesday between 9 - 12.
Finally, just  a little reminder that the 
Group  is always happy to receive spare 
tools, in particular:- Garden forks/
s p a d e s , P r u n i n g 
saws, Loppers, Automatic vents for 
greenhouses would also be great!
Please contact Jo’Anne Munro on 
01233 713582 for more information or 
to donate items

Dates for your diary . . 

Bonfire Night  Sunday4th November, 
5-6.30pm 

Join us around the fire - bring a Guy!

Wonderful Women’s Wednesdays - 
28th November, 7.30pm 

A great excuse for the ladies to meet up 
at the pub - please call or email for details 

and to book for food £6.50 per lady!

Christmas Day
December 25th, 11.30am - 5pm 

Bookings being taken for 
Christmas Day Lunch

Our new B&B rooms will be ready 
in December 2018.

Keep up to date by following us on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram

Stalisfield Road, Faversham, Kent, ME13 0HY 
Tel: 01795 890 256  theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk  
Email: info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk

T h e P l o u g h I n n , 
Stalisfield; great food 
and drink from the pub on 
your doorstep.

FULLY BOOKED

mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:samhawksnest@aol.com
mailto:samhawksnest@aol.com
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk


Charing and District Local History Society
Thursday 8th November

Martin Brooks will give a talk about
Smarden, a village in Kent.

Historically Smarden’s wealth was based on wool, the 
production of Broadcloth and the cheaper Kersey cloth 
which was mainly used for the everyday clothes of the 
working people. Martin will be giving us the history of this 
important Weald village and telling us of the interesting 
people connected with Smarden.
Held in Charing Parish Hall, the doors open at 7.30pm, talk 
is at 8pm; visitors are welcome at £3 each.

Throwley Harvest 
Lunch

A big thank you to all 
who contributed and 
those who came and 

made the Throwley Harvest Lunch 
such an enjoyable and successful 
occasion.

Otterden and Stalisfield W.I.
Sadly our Secretary was not able to join us at this 
months Meeting, due to personal circumstances, so it 
was much more a social event than usual.  

It will be back to normal next month with Derek March 
coming along to speak to us on the subject of English 
Country Cheeses.   This will be on Wednesday 7th 
November at 7.30 and there will be a chance at tasting 
the products as well.  Our last Meeting of the year will 
be held a week later than usual, due to the Pantomime.  
Wednesday 12th December will be given over to making 
Festive Table Decorations, so bring foliage/flowers 
that you wish to include.  To make it more seasonal, we 
will be having free mulled wine and festive food, with a 
Raffle to finish off the evening.

The Committee are now  gradually compiling the events 
f o r 2 0 1 9 , s o s u g g e s t i o n s f o r S p e a k e r s /
Demonstrations/Outings would be welcome. We would 
like to put on a varied programme of events for our 
Members, but we need your input as to what subjects 
will interest you.   There is no Meeting in January, but 
we will be getting together for a meal, which is to be 
arranged yet.

If you wish to join our friendly group, meeting at 
Stalisfield Village Hall usually on the first Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30 p.m., please contact Ellie Cameron 

on 01795 892016 or Helen Brooks on 
07477580727.

Babysitting available in 
Eastling!

•   My name is Olive
•   I am 17 years old
•   I have lots of experience with 
babysitting
•   I am good with looking after 
children and babies

If you would like me to babysit your 
child just give me a ring and/or a text: 

07972040544  
Or feel free to email me: 

olivegrove2001@yahoo.com
I hope to hear from you soon!

Throwley

Valentine 

Ball

 KEEP THE DATE ! 
The Throwley Valentine Ball 

will be taking place at 
Faversham Golf Club 
15th February  2019.

This is a tribute to Glynn 
Howland who had this idea to 

raise  funds for St Michael 
and all Angels.  

Looking forward to seeing your for an evening of what promises 
to be great fun . For further information contact Lucy Murphy 
07974 929836 or Becci Howland 07963 628238 

Children’s Christmas Party
The children of Stalisfield, 

Otterden and surrounding area are 
invited to the Village Hall from 

12.30pm to 3.30pm on Sunday 9th 
December for the Annual 

Christmas Party.  From littlies to 
biggies, every child is welcome.  

There will be food and drink 
aplenty, games galore, a secret 

room for children to buy a present 
(only £1) for someone special and 

maybe a surprise visitor ……..Please 
register with Su at 

suandyjoe@yahoo.co.uk or on 
01795 890334.  The more the 

merrier….

Stalisfield High Life
Stalisfield is pleased to announce the annual 
seniors’ Christmas event will be taking place on 
Saturday December 15th from 4pm.  A welcome 
drink followed by full Christmas dinner will be 
enlivened by Christmas carols.    Any 
contributions to the usual raffle would be 
appreciated.    It would be great to see a few 
more of the “just eligible” guests so drop Tracey 
an email to book your place - 
traceysmith210@btinternet.com or leave a 
message on 890517.

Christmas Trees 2018 
Thank you for your support last year by raising 
a marvellous record £11503 for 230 trees. 

As last year, as  previously listed, donations are 
being given to some 50 local parishes  and 

nearly 25  charities. Due to our dry 
summer and the heavy demand last 
Christmas  there will be fewer trees 
available this year. 

As before, the arrangement is  for you to 
make a donation for your tree; half is 
returned to your parish church with the 
balance going to the 25  charities. This is 
a great chance for you to raise funds  for 

your parish church and some deserving 
charities at the same time.    The 
traditional Norwegian Spruce and the 
softer slimmer blue tinge Serbian 
Spruce are growing and will  stay in 
the ground until collected so they 
stay fresher for longer. 

Please phone or email us  to fix a time 
and date, preferably at weekends, to 
visit to select prior to collection 

nearer Christmas. 

Trees will be available this year for 
s e l e c t i o n f r o m S A T U R D A Y 1 0 t h 
NOVEMBER.  PLEASE CONTACT US TO 
TELL US WHEN YOU’D LIKE TO COME! 

Alison and Peter Howard, Nashs Farmhouse, 
Luddenham, Faversham, Kent ME13  0TQ. Tel 01795 
532596, email nashsfarmhouse@btinternet.com

Stalisfield Pantomime 

Puss in Boots 
Friday 7th and Saturday 8th 
December at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall 
Once again, a talented troupe of 
Stalisfield actors bring to life the 
spirit of Christmas entertainment 

with this classic rags-to-riches fable. 
A fearsome Ogre has taken up 

residence in the Village Hall and is 
munching his way through the 

residents. 
Can commoner Colin and his 
wily Puss thwart the fiend 
and marry Princess Poppy, 
or will the monster make 
mincemeat of us all? 

Only an audience 
referendum can 

decide the Ogre’s fate 
… 

Tickets are £6 for 
adults and £4 for 
children and are 
available from 

Sharon on 01795 
890415 or 

sharoncarter 
01@gmail.com

Short Mat Bowls
We played our first game of the new 
season in the second division on Friday 
12 th Oc tobe r aga ins t W ingham 
at Eastling. Des Briggs, Bryan Searly and 
Roy Piles won by 29 shots to 9 shots, but 
the team of John Hobbs, Eileen Piles and 
John Graham against a very strong 
Wingham side, went down 25 shots to 6 
shots. Eastling beat them overall by 
one  shot, so we gained 2 extra points, 
totalling 4 points.  

The away return match was on 17th October, not so 
easy on their mats. The team of John Hobbs, Eileen 
Piles and John Graham met  a very tough team with 
two new players they brought into the team, despite 
good play by Eastling  they lost. Des Briggs, Bryan 
Searly and Roy Piles were 8 shots down after 3 ends, 
but kept plugging away, and pulled it back to win by 3 
shots, after 15 ends. We came home with just 2 points, 
not a very good result for a round trip  of 50 miles, still 
better luck in the forth coming matches. 
We continue our club  sessions in Eastling Village Hall 
on Friday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm. New comers 
always welcome, no experience needed, just bring 
along a pair of flat soled shoes to wear.
Roy Piles  01795 537162.

Stalisfield Village 
Carol Singing
Thursday 20th 

December
Meeting outside the 
village hall at 6pm.

Painters Forstal with Selling W.I. 
Members enjoyed hearing from a wonderful speaker in 
October - Sandra Hendry is a retired barrister and told us 
what goes on in the different courts around the country. The 
clerks at the inns of court who handle the briefs apparently 
want all the barristers to work non stop because their pay 
depends on what  the barrister makes. It costs an enormous 
amount of money to become a barrister so, unless you are 
quite rich or have access to unlimited funds, don’t even think 
about it.
The meeting on 20th November, at 2pm in Eastling Village 
Hall, is our AGM. We hope to be able to attract a new 
committee and new officers. Information as usual from 
Barbara on 01795 890020 or e-mail tombar72@hotmail.co.uk

EASTLING SENIORS’ 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Our thoughts are now turning towards 
Christmas and our  much loved Christmas 
Lunch which this year is on Thursday  13th 
December. 
Your invitations will be with you in early 
November and if you are coming could you 
please confirm by 1st December. 
Anyone over 60 is welcome, including 
partners who may be younger,   and if you 
need a friend of relative to assist you they are 
very welcome too. 
Please ring Marion on 890848 or email:   
marionleewillson@yahoo.co.uk

HARVEST AUCTION
Thank you to everyone who supported the Harvest Auction 
this year at the Carpenters either by attending and 
generously bidding on this very lively evening or supplying 
items for the auction. This year we raised £705 which is being 
shared equally between the Seniors Christmas Lunch, the 
First Aid/Defibrillator Fund and a local charity of the 
Carpenters choosing. Special thanks to Carl and the staff at 
the Carpenters and of course, our auctioneer Paul Adams.

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL
To book ring Hayley on
on 01795 890968
www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk

A beautiful hall in a lovely village location for your 
wedding, club, sports or meetings.

The large hall has pretty grounds, car parking, meeting 
rooms and fully equipped facilities for professional or 

self-catering occasions.

Come and sing 
Carols

Come and join our 
village choir as we 
prepare for the Christmas Eve Carol 

Service in Eastling Church
All voices and abilities welcome.

Sunday practices, 5 - 6pm,  
in Eastling Church starting on 11th 

November. 
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