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 High Downs 

Parish       

Serving the villages of 
Eastling, Otterden, 

Stalisfield and Throwley 
www.goodnews.rf.gd

FEBRUARY 
             2022
 2nd  Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.

Stalisfield Village Hall      7.30pm
 9th  Arts Society Lecture

Egerton Millennium Hall   2.30pm
 9th  Youth Club

Stalisfield Village Hall  7 - 8.30pm
11th  Eat, Pray, Walk from car park at

Doddington Church         1.30pm
23rd  Youth Club

Stalisfield Village Hall  7 - 8.30pm

MARCH 

2nd  Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.
Stalisfield Village Hall      7.30pm

9th  Youth Club
Stalisfield Village Hall  7 - 8.30pm

11th  Eat, Pray, Walk 1.30pm
Doddington Church  car park

11th  Spring Quiz
Stalisfield Village Hall    7.30pm

A few months ago I wrote about becoming an Anna Chaplain 
for the benefice of Kingsdown and Creekside and High Downs.
What is an Anna Chaplain? Anna Chaplaincy is a specialised 
Ministry for those of our elderly population. I can visit the 
elderly either in their own homes on in a care home, I can 
listen to them, pray with them and assist with bringing 
communion to them?  An Anna Chaplain is someone who 
accompanies older people at this stage of their lives and can 
promote spiritual welfare. However, I must state here that 
being an Anna Chaplain is a service offered to those with 
much, little or no faith, whatever that faith may be. 
As an Anna Chaplain I can be a catalyst for change, an 
enabler, an advocate, a listener, a friend and a navigator 
through the journey of growing old. 

Anna Chaplains can enable spiritual care, 
spiritual care is not necessarily religious. 
Spiritual care offers love, friendship, 
comfort and hope in ways that are 
meaningful to those concerned. 
Spiritual; support can enable older 
people to live more peacefully in their later years and be 
better prepared to face the end of their earthly life. 
I am being commissioned as an Anna Chaplain on 6th 
February at our morning worship. 
I would like to invite you to come and support me as I am 
commissioned and if you know of anyone who would benefit 
from a visit or a phone call please feel free to contact me, my 
details can be found on the contacts page. 

History of Eastling 
  

Eastling Parish Council are grateful to the 
estate of the late Hugh Perks for allowing us 

to publish his History of Eastling.  
You can find the link on Eastling’s Village 

Website 
https://www.eastlingvillage.co.uk/ .  

Just click on the link on the front page.

 Commissioning of Caroline Ramshaw as an Anna Chaplain
6th February 2022, 10.30am in  Eastling Church

https://www.eastlingvillage.co.uk/
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd


 

Prayer Pointers   
February 2022 
Mondays - Praise God for his goodness and unfailing love. 

Tuesdays -  Pray for all living with mental health problems. 
Wednesdays -  Pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one. 
Thursdays - Praise the Lord for new sights of spring in our gardens and countryside. 
Fridays -  Pray for comfort and the Lord’s healing power for those in distress..  
Saturdays - Give thanks for remembered moments of falling in love. 
Sundays -  Pray for Her Majesty The Queen on the 70th anniversary of her accession 
to the throne on 6th February; give thanks for her care and dedication to her country.

Eastling  Church 
February 2022  
 6th  Steph 
13th Steph 
20th Suzie 
27th Tish 
March - Lent no flowers 
If you would like to join the flower 
arranging rota, please call Bay on 
01795 892036.

How would you describe yourself?  
How do others see you?  Do others 
see you as you see yourself or do 
they see something different?  I was 
asked to reflect on this recently and 
to select a number of adjectives that 
I would use to describe myself, and 
then to ask friends and family to 
select adjectives that they thought 
would best describe me.  It was an 
interesting exercise, and one of the 
things I found fascinating was my 
reaction to the adjective ‘religious’.  
Two of my friends described me as 
‘religious’ and I was quite upset!  I 
don’t describe myself as religious, 
so it set me thinking about the 
word. 
‘Religion’ has connotations for me 
of orthodoxy, of rigid rule-keeping, 
of adherents who think that they 
alone hold the truth, and therefore 
put themselves at odds with others 
who think differently.  Religion, sex 
and politics are the subjects most 
likely to spark conflicting opinions, 
and indeed religious differences 
have been the cause of innumerable 
wars, conflicts and persecutions.  
These are all things that I cannot 
align myself with and have no part 
to play in my relationship with 
God.   
However, I recently read that the 
word ‘religion’ derives from ‘re’ 
meaning ‘again’, and ‘ligios’ 
meaning ‘connection’, as in the 
word ‘ligaments’.  So it would seem 
that religion is intended to connect 
us again.  This feels much more like 
it!  For me, religion should all about 
connections – connecting us with 
ourselves, connecting us with each 

other, connecting us with the plant 
& animal life around us, connecting 
us with the whole of creation; 
essentially connecting us with God 
who through Christ connects with 
us through all these things.  The 
world doesn’t need any more 
division or separation.  When we 
see ourselves only through our own 
lenses, when we see other people as 
‘my tribe, or not my tribe’, when we 
see creation as inferior and 
disposable, then we separate 
ourselves from God who is the 
creating, reconciling, loving power 
behind the universe.   
Here in Doddington, we have 
started something called ‘Eat Pray 
Walk’.  We meet on Friday 
afternoons in the church car park 
once a month to walk gently 
together through our beautiful 
countryside for about 45 minutes, 
ending up at the church where we 
share refreshments and plenty of 
homemade cake, and finish off with 
an opportunity to give thanks to 
God and to ask for help where we 
need it.  It’s not about signing up to 
anything.  It’s not about 
fundraising.  It's not about judging 
you or telling you what to think or 
how to live your life.  It’s  about 
connecting with God through 
ourselves, each other, and creation 
and sharing the journey whatever 
our experiences.  The next one is on 
11th February meeting at 1.30pm.  
You’d be made very welcome.  
  
With love, light and the blessings of 
Christ 
Lissie Bayford

A group of people came together 
recently to create a worship service 
that all ages could enjoy and 
participate in. 

On Sunday 16th January 2022 the 
first of these, hopefully regular 
services, took place in Lynsted 
Church, welcoming an excited set 
of people from across our combined 
benefice. 

It was a chance to meet friends that 
we hadn’t seen since before covid 
lockdown and to make new friends. 
It was wonderful to see young and 
old joining together in worship, 
singing, praying, being creative and 
generally having a fun time. 

Adults were as keen as youngsters 
to join in the craft activities and 
stayed on after the service to finish 
their creations.
 
Our next such service will be at 
10:30am on Sunday 20th February 
at Lynsted Church. Refreshments 
served from 10:15am. 

All are welcome.

This month’s message is from Lissie Bayford, 
Licensed Reader 



 

Short Mat Bowls 
Now open on Wednesday evenings in 

Eastling Village Hall,  7 - 9pm.  
New members are very welcome, equipment is 

provided, all we ask is for you to wear flat soled shoes. 
Membership fee is £5.00   

and we charge  £2.00 for the 2 hours.  
Come along and have a go, contact Roy Piles on 537162.

Otterden and Stalisfield W.I. 
Happy New Year everyone and let us hope we can get back to 
some sort of normality now, learning to live with Covid-19. 
Our first Meeting of 2022 is at Stalisfield Village Hall and will be 
on Wednesday 2nd February at 7.30. p.m.  We have Helen Tobias-
Kendall returning by popular demand, giving her talk on 
"Princesses and Pearls", so bring along your pearls, fake, 
simulated, cultured or even real ones. 
March will see a completely different subject and very much in 
every woman's interest.  Johanna van Blommestein, the Bra Boss 
of Kent will be talking about her business that she set up in 2018 
in her garden shed.  She aims to provide much needed 'support' 
to the ladies of Kent, giving advice on how to get a good fit, what 
is a bad fit and will show her range from everyday wear through 
to post op.  In 2020 Johanna was a Finalist in the 'Kent Women in 
Business Awards' and then last year was also a Finalist in 
the 'Shed of the Year Awards' Cabin/Summerhouse Category.  
Join us on Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30 p.m. and bring your 
friends too. 
The full itinerary of 2022 Events will be posted on the 
Noticeboard outside of Stalisfield Hall and also on our Otterden 
& Stalisfield Facebook page when completely finalised. 
If you would like to join us or just wish to come along to try out our 
Group, please contact our President Ellie Cameron Tel. 01795 892016.

At Stalisfield Village Hall
Friday 11th March at 7pm
Contact Kate Jamieson: 

katejamiesoncornhill@gmail.com to 
book a table of 6, or to join another table.

Bring your own food and drink and 
exercise the old grey matter!

£5 per person 

Churches, Christian charities and 
youth organisations are 
working together to celebrate 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the 
four-day Bank Holiday from 2nd to 5th 
June. A new website has been created 
– www.theplatinumjubilee.com –  to 
provide ideas and resources for 
communities to celebrate the Queen's 
70 years of faith and service. 
The UK and Commonwealth will 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee with a four-day Bank 
Holiday from 2nd to 5th June 2022.  
HOPE Together is working with a 
wide range of partners to help 
churches around the Commonwealth 
to mark this special occasion and, in 
particular, to celebrate the Queen’s 70 
years of faith and service. As with the 
Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations, 
HOPE Together and partners will 
provide a range of ideas and resources 
for communities, schools, churches 
and youth organisations. 
Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s 
executive director, says, “Churches 
are in an ideal place to bring 

communities together 
for these national 
celebrations.”   
HOPE’s Platinum Jubilee Highlights 
will include:  
Our Faithful Queen - a gift book using 
rarely-seen prayers the Queen prayed 
as she prepared for the Coronation, 
will be published by HOPE Together 
and Biblica in February 2022 to buy 
and give away. 
A Happylands animation and book 
'The Girl Who Grew Up To Be Queen' 
for under-5s is to be published 
by HOPE Together in partnership with 
The Entertainer and Hope for Every 
Home. 
A new anthem ‘Rise Up and Serve’ 
has been commissioned by HOPE 
Together and written by contemporary 
hymn writers Graham Kendrick, Mal 
Pope and Rend Collective for choirs 
to sing as part of the celebrations. 
70 Acts of Service – an invitation to 
communities to celebrate by serving 
others with 70 community service 
ideas drawing on Stewardship’s 40 
Acts 

On Her Majesty’s Service for 11-14s – 
youth organisations, schools and 
uniformed organisations are involved 
Resources include ideas for action and 
videos to use. 
Also – the following websites may be 
of use to you! 
www.theplatinumjubilee.com - a 
dedicated website with all the ideas 
and resources you’ll need to bring 
your community together to celebrate  
Banners, posters and other Platinum 
Jubilee branded resources will be 
available from CPO -
 www.cpo.org.uk/queen-platinum-
jubilee 
The Platinum Jubilee – Celebration of 
Faith & Service logos can be 
downloaded 
from www.theplatinumjubilee.com 
As the four-day Bank Holiday ends at 
Pentecost, our partners Thy Kingdom 
Come are also providing a Cheeky 
Pandas film, song and book for 
primary school children – with 
resource packs for home/church/
school and community events.

mailto:katejamiesoncornhill@gmail.com
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=84ee139e2315761ff6cec26ab8ee64a2&lnk=1&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsvkozgrmfnqfyrovv.xln
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=92670d7cae43db537b16bf13df8c6946&lnk=3&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsvkozgrmfnqfyrovv.xln
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=818576216b6731d814562b70b92d13cb&lnk=4&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.xkl.lit.fp%2fjfvvm-kozgrmfn-qfyrovv
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=818576216b6731d814562b70b92d13cb&lnk=4&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.xkl.lit.fp%2fjfvvm-kozgrmfn-qfyrovv
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=818576216b6731d814562b70b92d13cb&lnk=4&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.xkl.lit.fp%2fjfvvm-kozgrmfn-qfyrovv
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=33e456dc87f1cc2e561623e18c8b4957&lnk=5&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsvkozgrmfnqfyrovv.xln
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=41e27676d89f4c189764ca7cf4d101ce&lnk=6&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsbprmtwlnxlnv.tolyzo
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=41e27676d89f4c189764ca7cf4d101ce&lnk=6&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsbprmtwlnxlnv.tolyzo


 

Stalisfield Highlife
Stalisfield Village Hall 

Revised Dates 

2022 
11th March     Quiz 
2nd June     Platinum Jubilee Celebration  
16th July     Treasure Hunt 
27th August. Village Fete 
8th October     Harvest Supper 
9th & 10th Dec     Panto 
17th Dec   Children’s Christmas Party 
18th Dec   Seniors’ Christmas Dinner

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL
To book ring Anne on 
07754 114670
Email:Jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com 

www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk
A beautiful hall in a lovely village location for your wedding, club, 

sports or meetings.
The large hall has pretty grounds, car parking, meeting rooms and 
fully equipped facilities for professional or self-catering occasions.

The Arts Society Egerton 
Enjoy Arts and Culture  

presented by world class lecturers  

CASTLES:   
the unquenched thirst of WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST 

Presented by Mark Meredith 
WEDNESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2022 

At 2.30 p.m. 
N.B.  this lecture is booked to be held at THE MILLENNIUM HALL, 

ELM CLOSE, EGERTON TN27 9DS 
However it may be delivered via Zoom if Covid continues to pose a risk to meetings 

Visitors are very welcome but anyone who is not a member of the Arts 
Society Egerton should check whether the meeting will be at the Hall 
or via Zoom.   Please contact Christine Willis via 
cmwillis75@gmail.com or  01233 756377 by 2nd February if you wish 
to attend.  Payment for visitors is £5 for Hall and £4 for Zoom. 

William Randolph Hearst had an obsession: In 1935, Forbes 
Magazine called him, “quantitively the world’s number one collector 
of Objets d’Art” and when he died The New York Times stated that 
during the 1920s and 30s, he alone had accounted for 25% of the 
world’s art market activity. But to where was this king’s ransom 
headed, and hoarded? Some of you will already know of Hearst Castle 
in California, but lesser known is his 5-story Gothic castle hidden 
within a Manhattan apartment block; his weekend home on Long 
Island that inspired the castle in The Wizard of Oz; his sprawling 12th 
century castle in Wales with its own ghosts; and, the Bavarian village 
he built around his mother’s 7-story schloss deep in the forests of 
Northern California. Through the unparalleled extravagance of the 
places he lived in and loved, we’ll take a dive into the extraordinary life 
of the man who Orson Welles famously satirized as Citizen Kane - the 
same man who changed the face of journalism forever and built 'the 
greatest publicity machine in history', but died paying rent to his 
creditors 
Mark is a writer, the founder of HouseHistree.com, and lectures 
regularly at societies, festivals and clubs in both Europe and the 
United States. After leaving Stowe School, Mark worked for twenty 
years as a plumber in London. However, his real passion has always 
been for history, particularly the history behind houses through the 
characters that conjoin to create them. His special interest lies with the 
great American houses and their relationships with those in Europe, 
both socially and architecturally. 

For further details about this and other lectures visit our website at 
https://theartssocietyegerton.org.uk    
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COOK REQUIRED  

The applicant will be required to produce 
home baked goods for afternoon tea and 

light lunch offerings for our tea room, group 
bookings and events.  

The role is seasonal; the house is open April 
- September which is the busy period. 

Candidates ideally should be available for 
weekend work.  

Flexible hours to reflect workload. Good 
remuneration.  

References and Food & Hygiene certificates 
will be required. Must have own transport as 

rural location.  

If you would like to apply for this position, 
please send your CV with a covering letter to 

administrator@belmont-house.org  

Belmont House & Gardens, Throwley, 
Faversham, Kent ME13 0HH www.belmont-

house.org   

mailto:cmwillis75@gmail.com
http://househistree.com/
https://theartssocietyegerton.org.uk/Default.aspx
mailto:Jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com
http://www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk


 

Sunday Services  
subject to Covid restrictions and 

ministry team availability 

6th February   4th Sunday before Lent 
1 Corinthians 15. 1 - 11, Luke 5. 1 - 11 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion CW 
Norton 10.30am Morning Worship 

13th February   3rd Sunday before Lent 
1 Corinthians 15. 12 - 20, Luke 6. 17 - 26 

Eastling  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Throwley  10.30am  Morning Prayer 

20th February 2nd Sunday before Lent 
Revelation 4, Luke 8. 22 - 25 

Newnham  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Eastling  10.30am  Morning Worship 

Lynsted 10.30am  All Age Service    

27th February   Sunday before Lent  
2 Corinthians 3. 12 - 4. 2, Luke 9. 28 - 36 

Throwley  10.30am Holy Communion 
Newnham 10.30am Morning Worship 

2nd March      Ash Wednesday 
1 Corinthians 13. 1 - 13, Luke 2. 22 - 40 

Newnham  7.30pm Holy Communion 

6th March   Lent 1 
Romans 10. 8b - 13, Luke 4. 1 - 13 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion CW 
Norton 10.30am Morning Worship 

************

Online Daily Worship Continues 
As well as the services in our churches, the daily 
9am Morning Prayer at Lynsted will continue and 
be live online on  www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk - 
also on the YouTube Channel ‘Breakthrough at Lynsted’.  

More information is updated weekly on  
St Mary’s Eastling ‘A Church Near You’:  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/ 
************

New services this month: 
9am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

2nd Sundays at Eastling 
and 3rd Sundays at Newnham

High Downs Parish 

    Rector Reverend Canon Dr. Steve Lillicrap 
  01795 522510 steve.lillicrap@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Associate Priest    Reverend James (Jim) Pye 
  01795 890726   jim.pye@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Curate Reverend Caroline Turvey    
  01795 886351 caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Reader Caroline  Ramshaw        (07799 538809) 
   

Churchwardens 
   Eastling   Andrew Baxter (01795 890598) 
   Administrator   Janet Payne   
   E mail: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
   Stalisfield with Otterden 
    Jenny King       (01795 890366)   
   Administrator   Shirley Pritchard      
    Email:     Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com 
   Throwley    Gaynore Moss  (01795 890995) 

   Parish Office   Email: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
  facebook.com/highdownsbenefice 

************ 

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR 

Hilary Harlow   01795 890338 
If you would like to submit articles, or to advertise in 
the March 2022 magazine, send your submission by 
20th February to: goodnewsmagazine@me.com.  

Past and current issues of the Good News may be 
viewed on ccgi.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews  or  

www.goodnews.rf.gd  

mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/


 

Garden Services 
Year Round Horticultural Care 

Local RHS qualified gardener   
!   Planting advice. Containers & 

baskets. Rotovating. Pruning. 
Hedge trimming. 

!   Professional lawn care: 
Scarifying, turfing, aerating 
and treatments. 

!   Organic and wildlife friendly 
approach! 

  Phone or Text Mike on:    
07746 220 998 

Email: kdgardens@outlook.com

EaziHealth is a UK registered online
pharmacy with a focus on healthcare and
customer service
Our services
-NHS repeat prescriptions
-Private prescriptions
-Free delivery service
-Video consultations
-Stop Smoking (March 2021)
-Weight Loss (April 2021)
-Travel Clinic (April 2021)
Our contact
Telegram & WhatsApp: 07761313828
Tel:  01227 913 444
Unit 5 The Courtyard
Throwley  Faversham
ME13 0PN
www.eazihealth.co.uk

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

Southern Cesspool 
Services 

Tank Emptying 
Treatment Plant Servicing and Jet Washing 

Regular  Empties  
Clean Quick & Efficient 

British Water Accredited 

01233 646767 / 732407 
07773 491356 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com 

We Pride Ourselves On First 
Class Service

HOGBEN &
PARTIS LTD

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& MONUMENTAL SUPPLIERS
Administration

Office
37 Stone Street

Faversham
Kent ME13 8PH

Accredited Funeral
Director of Perfect Choice

Funeral Plans

Telephone

01795 532319
Day or Night

www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Chapels of Rest
Solomon’s Lane

(Off St Mary’s Road)
Faversham

Kent ME13 8EF

http://www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk
http://www.eazihealth.co.uk


 

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
Weddings & special occasions catered for

27 years experience

Mob: 07894 524166

Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com
A stylist who cares

JM WEBSTER
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

OIL TANK INSTALLATION AND INSPECTIONS
OIL  GAS  LPG

INSTALLATION SERVICE AND REPAIR
BATHROOMS AND GENERAL PLUMBING

OFTEC AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED
jimwebster5778@btinternet.com

07971 589 019

Eastling Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Village Warden  
07794 010 394  
or 01795 890848 

Police 101 Emergency 999 

There was a report of hare 
coursing being carried out at the 
top of North Eastling Lane 
during the middle of the month. 
It was reported to the police but 
unfortunately, although the 
culprits actually got stuck in a 
ditch trying to get out of the field, 
they managed to extricate 
themselves before the police 
arrived. It involved three persons 
with dogs. Not only is the hare 
coursing illegal and horrific, it 
also involved damage to crops 
as can be seen at North Eastling.
We are at the time of the year 
where lambing will be in full 
process so, more then usual, it 
is imperative to keep your dog 
on a lead in the vicinity of sheep 
and also to make sure that your 
dogs are not able to escape 
from your property as the 
majority of attacks have 
occurred from this. Farmers 
have the authority to shoot any 
animal attacking or worrying 
their sheep.
I have not had any reports of 
any drink/drug driving locally 
over the Christmas and new 
year so well done everyone.
Take Care
Have a good month
Alan

Kent County Council  
news from Cllr Rich Lehmann 


is available to view on the 
Eastling Parish Council 

website:

www.eastlingvillage.co.uk

 WORD SEARCH

Nigel Beeton writes: 70 years ago, on 1st February 1952, the first TV detector vans 
rolled onto our streets, in an effort to increase the ratio of those paying their licence fee to 
those who forgot, or didn’t bother. I haven’t seen one for years, but I remember them when I 
was a boy, ordinary looking vans with an array of aerials on the roof, and Mum always 
kept the licence to hand, in case they knocked at the door (which, of course, they never did!): 

The TV Detector Van 
  
Deep in the suburbs something 
stirs 
Within a van, a motor purrs 
And rattles, clunks, beeps and 
whirrs 
As it performs a scan. 
A worker sits alone, unseen 
Peering at a flick’ring screen 
He will know what it may mean – 
The TV detector man! 
  
Within a house, without a care 
A couple sit and gaze and stare 
At their TV – but what’s out there? 
A TV detector van! 
For, in their hall, unopened, laid 
Their licence bill, unseen, unpaid 
No licence payment have they 
made! 
Though that was not their plan. 
  
They just forgot, so easy done! 
The TV shows, they are such fun! 
The doorbell rings, and their stands 
one 
TV detector man! 
No place to run, no place to hide! 
The TV still is on inside! 
They’d left themselves so open 
wide 
To the TV detector van. 
  
  By Nigel Beeton 

http://www.eastlingvillage.co.uk
mailto:Christinanorcott@gmail.com
mailto:jimwebster5778@btinternet.com


 
Five famous quotes from 

Desmond Tutu
The recent death of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu was mourned around the 
world. Here are five of his more famous 
quotes, which show why he was so 
especially honoured for his justice and 
reconciliation work in South Africa.

“Do your little bit of good where you are; 
it's those little bits of good put together 
that overwhelm the world.” 
“If you are neutral in situations of 
injustice, you have chosen the side of the 
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on 
the tail of a mouse, and you say that you 
are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate 
your neutrality.” 
“Don't raise your voice, improve your 
argument. Good sense does not always 
lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we 
say that a large, unruly crowd is always 
the best arbiter of what is right.” 
“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually 
remembering - remembering and not 
using your right to hit back. It’s a second 
chance for a new beginning. And the 
remembering part is particularly 
important. Especially if you don’t want to 
repeat what happened.”
“Differences are not intended to 
separate, to alienate. We are different 
precisely in order to realise our need of 
one another.”  

   Barnie’s Sweeps
Professional Brush & Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service for Open Fires and
Wood Burners
Clean Efficient Service
Institute of Chimney Sweeps Trained 
and Fully Insured
Certificate Issued after Sweeping
For Further Details please call Berni on
01795 581755 or 07751 109300
Visit me at www.barniessweeps.co.uk

Pest Control Services  
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and  
Bee Swarms removed 
Discreet & Prompt Service 

Local Tradesman 
Contact  Andy Pink  

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

GARDEN CLEARANCE
No job too small.

Mowing, strimming. Trees topped/removed.
Fences and gates erected.

For a free quote call

Nick Swatland 01795 886814
mobile 07713 766141

The Plough Inn, 
Stalisfield;

a family run, independent, award winning 
pub & restaurant offering an extensive menu 
of restaurant quality food and pub classics as 
well as a large range of unique & locally 
produced drinks, but don’t forget to book 
your table in advance if you wish to eat with 
us.

Got friends visiting? Then don’t forget we 
have beautiful bedrooms too.

Keep up to date by following us on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
Stalisfield Road, Faversham, Kent 
ME13 0HY    Tel:01795 890256  
Email: info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 

We are pleased to be open 
again and are currently 

recruiting for 
•Casual waiting and Bar team 
members (evenings & weekends) 
includes holiday pay + tips 
•Casual cleaners for our bedrooms 
(midweek & weekends) £8 - £10.20p/h 
•Casual pot wash (weekends) 
includes holiday pay + tips 

Some previous experience is ideal, but 
willingness to work & a good personality 
is essential, we can teach you the rest! 

Also great opportunity for full time 
supervisor! (previous experience in 

the industry required) 

Please send your CV to 
info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk

J u s t u p t h e r o a d i n 
Stalisfield; we are a family 
run independent, award 
winning pub & restaurant 
with rooms.

Love  
  
He held her close in his arms’ embrace, 
Their eyes and their lips did meet, 
He looked down into her lovely face, 
And her heart did faster beat… 
They went to the kirk an it came the 
day, 
And the book the priest did take; 
He in his kilt was so bright and gay 
As his promise he did make. 
She stood at his side so white and fair, 
Her white fingers fair to give, 
The priest handfasted them then and 
there, 
And he blessed them long to live. 
O God give the joy and God the love 
To those who are lovers true, 
Shed down benediction from above 
As in one are joined the two. 
  
From Prayers of the Western 
Highlanders

mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk


FOR CLASS DETAILS 
CONTACT YOUR LICENSED ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR:

ROSIE BAKER
07809 490 982 - R.BAKER4567@GMAIL.COM

FACEBOOK: @ZUMBAWITHMEROSIEB
ZUMBA ®  is a fusion of Latin and International music/dance themes which create the principle 
that a workout should be “FUN AND EASY TO DO”. The routines feature aerobic/fitness interval 

training with a combination of fast and slow rhythms that tone and sculpt the body!

Join me at:
Stalisfield Village Hall,  ME13 0HY - Thursdays 18.30 - 19.30

Lenham Community Centre -  Tuesdays 6.45 - 7.45pm 
and Saturdays 9-10am

NO DANCE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!  16 & OVER
   GET IN TOUCH TO BOOK YOUR SPACE or USE THE BookFit APP - ONLY £7pp!

Copyright © 2014Zumba Fitness L.L.C  : Zumba® and the Zumba logos are trademarks of Zumba Fitness L.L.C.

Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation

Primary Key stage 1 and 2
Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com



 

St Mary’s House, The Square
Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority Registered No. 50485

01622 859 416
lenham@hallettandco.co.uk
www.hallettandco.co.uk

thorneloe&co
S O L I C I T O R S  •  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Now part of Hallett & Co
Mobile Foot Care 

Nail cutting, Ingrown or 
thickened toenails, Fungal nail 
infections, Athlete's foot and 

verruca's, Corns, calluses, 
cracked heels, Hard skin 

removal and Diabetes care 
Rachael Steatham 

Foot Health Professional Dip.FHC.(BC) 

01622 884702        07960 676420 
www.tiptoptoesathome.co.uk

Wags & Tales 

Professional  
Home from Home Dog Boarding 

also Doggy Day Care  
and animal taxi now available, safe and 

comfortable transport for your pets 
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS Check 

Canine first aid course. 
Also Dog Walking service  
for the surrounding areas. 

For more details please contact: 
Trudie on 01795 890114 

or 0771 4455 769

Here is a thought on a verse of Scripture 
from the encounter of Jesus with a man 
described as a ‘rich, young ruler’. 
 
This man was keen to follow Jesus, but 
when told he must share his wealth with the 
poor decided it was too much to ask, and 
he went away sorrowful. In this context we 
read that, “Jesus, looking at him loved him 
(Mark 10:21).”
 
This is a remarkable statement about 
Jesus, and the nature of divine love, a love 
that doesn’t alter despite the ups and 
downs of our behaviour. It is constant and 
unchanging, truly without condition, and 
unshaken by the unpredictability of human 
response.
We might have expected to hear Jesus say, 
‘You foolish man’ or ‘You stupid boy’, but 
there is no such rebuke, only love. Jesus 
might have been annoyed, disappointed, 
exasperated, alarmed, shocked . .  but all 
we feel is His love for someone who has 
missed a great opportunity.
 
What a joy it is to know that Jesus loves us 
exactly as we are. When He looks at us, 
nothing is hidden from His gaze. He sees 
through all our pretence, all our subterfuge, 
all our attempts to put on a brave front. He 
knows who I am, completely. And yet He 
loves me unreservedly and without 
reservation. Amazing.
 
Why walk away from a love like that?

If we were to name someone 
prominent from the 17th 
century, we might mention 
Rembrandt or Shakespeare. It is 
unlikely we would remember 
George Herbert. However, he 
was a prolific writer, a gifted 
speaker and musician. His 
hymns are still sung today.   
Herbert was born into a wealthy 
family in Mid-Wales on 3rd 
April 1593. His father was a 
Member of Parliament who died 
when Herbert was three years 
old. His mother moved her large 
family to London where, aged 
12, Herbert entered 
Westminster School. In 1609, 
his mother remarried, and 
Herbert left home to be a 
student at Trinity College, 
Cambridge.  
By the age of 23, Herbert had 
graduated with two degrees. He 
was fluent in Latin and Greek 
and in 1620 was elected as the 
University's Public Orator. He 
held this position for seven 
years, and for a short time was 
MP in his hometown in Wales.   
Although Herbert was securing 
an illustrious future and his 
speeches had gained the 
attention of King James 1, he 
was restless. He felt God was 
calling him to the priesthood and 
much of Herbert’s poetry 

expressed his inner spiritual 
conflicts. 
When the King died in 1625, and 
two influential patrons also died 
at about the same time, Herbert 
responded to God’s call on his 
life and gave up his secular 
ambitions. He married in 1629 
and became a priest in a small 
Anglican church in Bemerton in 
Wiltshire. 
Here he found inner peace at 
last, serving God in the local 
community. His poetic talent 
continued to flourish along with 
his musicianship as a skilled 
lutenist. After only three years 
as a priest, he died of 
tuberculosis on 1st March 1633. 
He was 39. 
Some ninety of Herbert’s poems 
have been set to music by such 
composers as Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and Benjamin Britten. 
His most well-known hymns are 
Teach me my God and King, Let 
all the world in every corner 
sing and King of glory, king of 
peace. 
A number of artistic 
commemorations of Herbert 
exists in several churches and 
cathedrals including a stained-
glass window in Westminster 
Abbey and a statue at the front 
of Salisbury Cathedral.

The Rev Tony Horsfall, a former missionary 
in East Malaysia and then retreat leader 
based in West Yorkshire, considers the 

slow and steady type of Christian.

 Loved nonetheless

 George Herbert, priest and poet  
Celebrated on 27th February.

http://www.tiptoptoesathome.co.uk


 

A D Pink Electrical 
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets. 

Garden and security lighting. 
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 
Certificates. Fully insured 

NICEIC Part P  
Domestic Installer 

Local Tradesman  
Tel: 01622 884774  
07761 559 744 

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

Plasterer 
P.Hadley 

Ceilings or Walls, Old or New 
Over skimming of Artex 
Coving  
Tiling Ceramic or Stone 
Plaster Boarding 
Tanking of Cellars 
Rendering 
Lime Plastering and Restoration Work 

No job too Large or Small 
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service     

For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on 

Ospringe  07740 530426   
Working in Partnership with Tom Winter, 

Painter and Decorator

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

On Wednesday 20th October 
Eastling Primary School were 
inspected by Ofsted. The school 
were delighted to confirm that we 
continue to be a Good school. The 
report is available on the school 
website. The following quotes are 
taken from the report: 
“Pupils in this school love learning 
and playing outside with their friends 
come rain, shine or wind.” 
“Eastling is a place where everyone is 
kind and friendly.” 
‘There is no doubt that my child is 
thriving at Eastling School, both 
academically and socially.’ 

At the start of term 2 Eastling 
Primary School held open days for 
prospective Reception places for 
September 2022 which were very 
well attended. It was lovely for our 
staff and children to share our wonderful 
school with prospective families.  

In term 2 Oak class continued to 
visit Faversham Pool for their 
weekly swimming lessons and Willow 
class went to Faversham gym for 
gymnastic sessions. Since January 
the classes have swapped activities 
with Willow class now having 
swimming lessons and Oak class 
attending the gym. 

On Tuesday 30th November our 
Reception children travelled to Port 
Lympne zoo where they embarked on 
the dinosaur trail. This was a 
wonderful opportunity for the 
children to see the life-sized models 

reinforcing their class learning 
about dinosaurs. On Friday 10th 
December the school took part in 
Christmas Jumper Day supporting 
Save the Children. The same day the 
children were able to do their 
Christmas shopping for their families 
which was organised by the FOES.  

Oak class visited the Beaney museum 
in Canterbury on Monday 13th 
December as part of their learning 
about the Victorians. The following 
day Acorn class had a wonderful 
treat visiting The Reindeer Farm 
and seeing Father Christmas which 
was paid for by the FOES. 

We were delighted that the infant 
children were able to take part in 
the nativity and we had a 
professional company record the 
performance. Unfortunately, due to 
rising numbers of Covid cases in 
December we were unable to hold 
the annual Christingle Service in St 
Mary’s church. Instead the school 
held a shortened Christingle Service 
on the playground with Rev Caroline 
and Mrs Youle in attendance. Year 6 
parents were invited to attend and 
despite the cold and rain the service 
was lovely.  

We only have a couple of spaces 
available across the school for an 
immediate start. Any prospective 
parents are welcome to call the 
office on 01795 890252 for further 
details. More information can be 
found on our school website.

Eastling Primary School News

The Tudor Ghost 
            By Audrey Keen 

When I walked through the windy dale 
I did not see the snow, 
But saw instead the Douglas fir 
Move boldly to and fro. 
The crooked trackway straightened 
As dreamily I strolled, 
Beneath the gold sun hidden 
By huge grey clouds that rolled. 
The mist hung well to the valley floor 
And the landscape view was dim, 
As the leaves were ushered toward 
me fast 
A victim of nature’s whim. 
And I clutched to me the clothes I wore, 
For the wind was mighty and strong, 
And the sound it made in the winter trees 
Was eerie too, and long. - 
But as I approached the spinney bank 
A house loomed dark and wide, 
Arrested by a green yew hedge 
And spruce trees on the ride. 
And in this place, so grandiose 
A mansion old and fine, 
The wind gained entrance in 
And through the passageways did 
whine. 
Along the picture gallery 
And other rooms it went, 
Down the spiral stairway 
It’s banshee screams gave vent. 
It passed the kitchen moodily 
And touched a fern leafed flower 
And it raced  onto the open fire 
And causes the flames to cower. 
It crouched awhile beside the door 
Before it drifted by 
And sped into the garden 
On a whistle and a sigh. 
It ventured to the valley dale 
Where it’s soul grip was lost, 
Silenced by the evening tide 
And cold, white bite of frost. 
The mist had cleared 
And the clouds gone by 
As the moon came on the rise 
And the stars lit up romantically 
The dismal winter skies. 
But it caused me then to wonder, 
If the wind, was wind, at most 
Or was it perhaps, the mansion’s 
Legendary Tudor Ghost?



We have been overwhelmed by the 
support and encouragement from the 
young people and their parents in 
setting this venture up for our local 
communities. So far, we have met 29 
young people and we look forward to 
welcoming more over the coming 
months. 
We have been fortunate to receive 
some generous funding to buy 
further equipment and we will no 
longer be charging entry!  

Keep connected via our new 
Instagram account: @hdyouth21 

We would love to have a few more 
volunteers for example to help; 
clearing up at the end of each 
session, cake baking on a rota, an 
extra pair of hands to do craft or to 
play games with the young people. 
You wouldn’t need to help at each 
session as we can develop a rota 
Here are the dates for the coming 
year: 
9th, 23rd Feb, 9th, 23rd March 
13th ,27th April 
11th May but 25th May will be at an 
alternative location 
8th, 22nd June,  13th 27th July 
24th Aug  – potential bbq (and then 
hopefully some other events over the 
next 2 days) 
14th 28th Sept

Running the Race   Winter Olympics
10.30am      Lynsted Church

Sunday 20th February


