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CHRISTMAS 2020
Stalisfield, St. Mary’s

We will be holding the following service at 
St Mary’s Church and would be delighted for 

you to come and celebrate.

Midnight Mass
Thursday 24th December, 

11.30pm
Covid safeguards will be in place for the 
safety of all and, for this reason, seating in 
the church is limited. We would ask that 
you inform Jean West if you would like to 
attend the service by leaving a message on 
0 1 2 3 3 7 1 2 2 7 0 o r e m a i l : 
matchstick23@btinternet.com   
Please include in the 
message how many you 
will be and your phone 
n u m b e r i n c a s e o f 
cancellation.

EASTLING CAROLS IN THE CAR PARK
Christmas Eve at 4.30pm  

A Candlelit Carol Service 
will be held on 

20th December at 5pm,
at our beautiful church 

St Michael and All Angels, 
Throwley.

The Throwley Choir will sing for us 
(sadly congregations are not allowed to 
sing at this time) and there will be 
Christmas readings. Please would you let 
me (gaynoremoss @hotmail.com) know if 
you will be joining us and how many 
people are in your group. This will help 
us work out how to arrange the seating 
to keep everyone safe. 
We look forward to welcoming you all.

Also on 
Christmas Day at 

10.00am
for Family Communion

You are required to wear  

a face mask in church

Further information: churchofengland.org/coronavirus

All services are subject to current  Covid-19 government guidelines

Come and join us in the church car park on Christmas Eve 
for a service of Carols and Readings in the open air.

Our first ever outdoor carol service means everyone can sing the carols providing we 
all stay in our family bubbles, and keep to the 2m social distance at all times.

If you would like to attend please email eastlingparish@gmail.com  with your name, 
address and the number in your bubble by Midnight on Friday 18th DECEMBER.   You 
will receive an email back by Monday 21st December if we can allocate places. Words 

for the carols and service order will be emailed to you to use on your device when you 
attend, printed sheets will also be available.

         Please pray for good weather         Bring your own torches and wrap up warm.

mailto:eastlingparish@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingparish@gmail.com


Prayer Pointers  
December  2020

Mondays - Looking ahead to the lives of all babies born this year.

Tuesdays - Looking ahead to the Corvid - 19 vaccination programme 
worldwide. 
Wednesdays - Looking ahead to businesses as we leave the EU.
Thursdays - Looking ahead to serving God in 2021.
Fridays - Looking ahead to the unemployed having work again.
Saturdays - Looking ahead to families being together again.
Sundays - Looking ahead to glorious HOPE of our new life in Jesus.

Hugh Perks
Sue, Victoria and Oliver would 
like to say how touched they 
have been by the friendship, 
kindness and many offers of 

help they have received during 
Hugh’s long illness and since 

his death on 27th October. 
Thank you.

Given current restrictions 
there will be a private 

cremation.

 Christmas 2020 or not?
I am writing in a week when there has been quite a bit of talk of 
Christmas. Will the infection rate be down enough to allow families 
to meet up for Christmas? What will the Government be allowing 
whilst trying to balance what is happening with Covid?

This same week we have been wrestling with what we might or might not be able to do as Churches. 
Our buildings are currently closed during the second lockdown - will December bring a re-opening? 
How do we plan Christmas Services in this uncertain time? Will we still be unable to sing? What does 
that mean for carols? How do we keep safe this Christmas Time?

Our friend Hans Hentschel sent me this painting this week:

The banner over the road reads: Risk Area
Hans made the comment: 
Christmas is coming - No risk, no faith…

Christmas 2020 will still happen in one 
way or another. December 25th is 
Christmas Day and is the day we 
remember the birth of Jesus Christ. Whilst 
God was in control, the whole venture was 
not without risk surely. A difficult journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem in late 
pregnancy, no place to stay, a baby born in 
an area where the animals were kept - 
what happened to those sterile trays 
midwives use today? - the angels 
appearing to the shepherds - those smelly 
shepherds coming to visit - wise men from 
the East with their gifts of Gold, 
Frankincense and Myrrh, returning home a 
different way so Herod didn’t know where 
Jesus was - the family then fleeing to 
Egypt to protect the baby.

So whilst I continue to pray for a healing from 
this Covid pandemic, we can still remember 
what Christmas is truly about.
The gift of that baby boy to the world, God’s gift 
to us and somehow remembering that this 
Christmas seems more poignant than ever.
God bless you this Christmas time, 
Steve Lillicrap, Rector.
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From The Registers
Sue Gaind

Funeral  7th September 2020 at Stalisfield
Interment of Ashes  12th September at Stalisfield

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR
Hilary Harlow   01795 890338

If you would like submit  articles or stories, or to advertise in 
the January 2021 magazine, send your submission by 20th 
December to: goodnewsmagazine@me.com. 
Past and current issues of the Good News may be viewed on 

ccgi.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews  or  
www.goodnews.rf.gd

Sunday Services 
Every Sunday at Lynsted

9.00am Morning Prayer
6pm Breakthrough

6th December         Advent 2
2 Peter 3. 8 - 15a, Mark 1. 1 - 8

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion by ext

13th December   Advent 3
1 Thessalonians 5. 15 - 24       John 1. 6-8, 19-28 

Throwley  10.30am Morning Prayer

20th December     Advent 4
Romans 16. 25 - 27,  Luke 1. 26 - 38

Eastling  10.30am  Morning Worship
Throwley 5.00pm  Carol Service

24th December     Christmas Eve 
Hebrews 1. 1-4 [5-12],   John 1. 1 - 14

Eastling 4.30pm  Carols in the Car Park
Stalisfield 11.30pm Holy Communion by ext 

Christmas Day 
Titus 2. 11 - 14, Luke 2. 1-14 [15-20]

Throwley 10.00am Holy Communion by ext 

27th December         Christmas 1
Galatians 4. 4 - 7, Luke 2. 15 - 21

Newnham  10.30am Holy Communion

Other December services around the 
Kingsdown and Creekside parish can be 

found at 
www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk

Online Daily Worship Continues
As well as the services in our churches, the daily 
9am Morning Prayer at Lynsted will continue 

and be live online on  
www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk - also on the 
YouTube Channel ‘Breakthrough at Lynsted’. 

More information is updated weekly on 
St Mary’s Eastling ‘A Church Near You’: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/ 

Churches Open for Private Prayer
Throwley and Eastling church buildings will 

continue to be open for private prayer.
St Michael and All Angels, 

Throwley 
Wednesdays and Sundays

10am till dusk

St Mary, Eastling
Tuesdays, Thursdays 

and Sundays
11am - 2pm
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mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:samhawksnest@aol.com
mailto:samhawksnest@aol.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/


Volunteer of the Year runner-up 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service
Congratulations to Tracey Smith, who has been 
crowned this year’s Volunteer of the Year Runner-
up.
Tracey has undertaken a variety of roles since 
joining as a volunteer just over two years ago and 
has proven to be a very capable, smart, enthusiastic 
and committed member of the team.
A member of the Volunteer Response Team Tracey 
was nominated for her excellent customer support 
at a recent incident.
She is also recognised for the humanitarian work she carried out with Age UK during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, helping to deliver meals to those in need.

Thank You and Well Done
to everyone who has supported 

Stalisfield Village Hall
by registering with
Give as you Live

With your help The Stalisfield Village Hall 
Trust has raised another £100 in free funds.
They’ve now raised an amazing £605.46 via 
Give as you Live - this is all down to people 
like you shopping and raising.
Go to www.giveasyoulive.com  to register and 
help Stalisfield village hall as you shop.

Tracey regularly puts herself forward for 
volunteer duties and is an invaluable member 
of the KFRS team - well done!



! ! ! Faversham Foodbank December 2020

URGENT !!! Thank you for your contributions. The team at Faversham 
Foodbank have let us know that 45% more people asked for help  from 
September to October and they expect a further increase in requests in the 
months ahead. It is dreadful to think of anyone needing help  to feed 
themselves and their families at this time of year as many of us tuck in to a 
hearty Christmas dinner. The items the Foodbank is short of are listed below. 
Please continue to drop  these off at the Carpenters Arms, during open 
hours, or at collection points in our local supermarkets. The Foodbank team 
has also asked us to thank those who have chosen to make regular financial 
contributions rather than provide goods.

Items required for December
Shaving foam; squash, long life fruit juice; hot chocolate; sponge 
puddings; instant noodles; deodorant.

Eastling Primary School News
Unfortunately due to the second 
Lockdown Eastling Primary 
School has had to cancel/postpone 
a number of planned events. We 
were however delighted to be able 
to continue with our tree planting 
day on Friday 20th November. 
Eastling Primary School have 
been working with Trees for Farm. 
The school had 2 boxes of tree 
saplings delivered to the school by 
The Woodland Trust. Trees for 
Farms had successfully secured 
this for our school. One of our 
parents Mrs Lowe worked with 
the school on Friday 20th 
November to prepare an area of 
the field for planting. The children 
planted a wide range of tree 
saplings including silver birch, 
holly, oak and willow.
The school has also been able to 
introduce Outdoor Play and 
Learning (OPAL) to the children 
this term. Two wonderful parents 
built a mud kitchen amongst the 
trees on the field for all the 
children to enjoy. As the school is 

currently divided into two bubbles 
the children are taking turns to 
utilise part of the field for OPAL 
and the second bubble is on the 
playground. On the playground 
the children can enjoy two new 
areas, a reading shed and a role 
play shed. The reading shed is 
complete with carpet, beanbags 
and cosy cushions.
Our infant children have started 
rehearsals for the nativity which 
this year will be recorded due to 
current regulations. We are also 
hoping to hold our annual 
Christingle Service in school via 
Zoom for the children.
We do have a few spaces available 
across the school for an immediate 
start. Any prospective parents 
looking for a Reception place for 
September 2021 are welcome to 
call the office on 01795 890252 to 
arrange a visit. For further 
information please visit our school 
website where newsletters are 
displayed and updated regularly.
Melanie Dale, Head teacher

Eastling Neighbourhood 
Watch

Village Warden 
07794 010 394 
or 01795 890848

Police 101 Emergency 999

During the months of September/
October there were countless 
reports of hare coursing, driving 
through seeded fields, poaching 
and many other problems around 
all local villages. The police 
together with many farmers and 
neighbourhood watch became very 
proactive resulting in many arrests, 
two I will mention:
Five persons were arrested in the 
Doddington area and charged with 
various offences one of them being 
in possession of an offensive 
weapon.
Six persons in two cars which had 
caused many problems were 
arrested in Lenham and charged 
with offences including breach of 
covid regulations. 
There has been hardly any 
problems caused over the last few 
weeks so hopefully it will keep quiet 
but please do not hesitate to report 
anything suspicious even the 
smallest thing as it will all help to 
keep our villages crime free. I did 
notice that our old friend from 
Newnham Lane has been arrested 
in Sittingbourne for burglary.
May I wish you all a merry 
Christmas and hopefully we can 
have a happy New Year
Have good month and take care,  
Alan.

rhood



FOR CLASS DETAILS 
CONTACT YOUR LICENSED ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR:

ROSIE BAKER
07809 490 982 - R.BAKER4567@GMAIL.COM

FACEBOOK: @ZUMBAWITHMEROSIEB

ZUMBA ®  is a fusion of Latin and International music/dance themes which create the principle 
that a workout should be “FUN AND EASY TO DO”. The routines feature aerobic/fitness interval 

training with a combination of fast and slow rhythms that tone and sculpt the body!
Join me at:

Harrietsham Village Hall, Church Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AP   -  Tuesdays 19.00-20.00 
& Saturdays 09.30-10.30

Stalisfield Village Hall, Stalisfield Road, Faversham. ME13 0HY - Thursdays 18.30 - 19.30

NO DANCE EXPERIENCE OR BOOKING REQUIRED VIA THE BOOKFIT APP!  
MUST BE 16 & OVER, ONLY £7pp!

  GET IN TOUCH FOR MORE INFO OR COVID-19 GUIDELINES....
Copyright © 2014Zumba Fitness L.L.C  : Zumba® and the Zumba logos are trademarks of Zumba Fitness L.L.C.

The Shepherd
    by Audrey Keen

Below a dapples sky of grey
The shepherd walks among his sheep,
While curlews rise above the moor
and wild flowers sleep.

He wanders slowly through his flock
And breathes the clean sweet air so still
His collie dog is zestful yet
And gallops on at will.

But the placid sheep are slow to move
They laze and languish in the grass
Unhurriedly they rise to feet
As the collie canters past.

Collected thus and penned to check
Disease of foot or fleece,
Or wormed or cleaned and, vetted so,
They spring on their release.

But the gentle shepherd takes his crook
To look for lost lambs on the tor
As the collie turns free spirited
Through the wind on the wold heather 
moor.

“God is with us in our pain and 
fear’ – Bishop of London’s 

message of hope 
The Bishop of London, Rt Revd Sarah 
Mullally, has said that despite this being a 
time of “great uncertainty and challenge” as 
the world struggles to “overcome a 
devastating pandemic that has cut short 
earthly lives, destroyed livelihoods, and 
separated us from the people and activities we 
enjoy,” yet still “we are not without hope.” 
Speaking recently in St Paul’s Cathedral, she 
said: “Through word, prayer, song and 
symbol, we are reminded that God’s love for 
us can never be destroyed. God is with us in 
our pain and fear and will lead us to a yet 
more glorious day.”
Bishop Sarah also praised the ongoing work 
of the “real heroes and heroines at work in 
intensive care units, the Emergency 
Department, oncology and elderly care 
wards.”
These people have been “giving their all, and 
are continuing to give their all, because we 
are still very much in the midst of the Covid 
pandemic.”
“Yet,” she went on, “The hope we have in our 
hearts as Christians is eternal. Hope that is in 
Christ will not be disappointed.”



The Plough 
Inn, 

Stalisfield
At home 2020 
Christmas Day 

box
We are itching to open and will as soon as the 
government allows us, in the mean time we will be 
offering a take away menu for collection. We will also 
see the launch of our Christmas shop with all those 
Luxuries we so very very need this Christmas, cheese, 
chocolate, wild bread, charcuterie and more! 
Keep updated by following us on Facebook or see our 
website. 
Christmas Day we will be closed but are offering a 
lovely cook at home box, Christmas Day lunch with out 
the preparation - leave it to Richard (he loves it more 
than we do!) 
Stay safe and we hope to see you soon
Marianne, Richard & Nathan!

Please call 01795 890256 or 
email info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 
Keep up to date by following us on Facebook, 

Twitter or Instagram

https://theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk

CORONAVIRUS
EMERGENCY APPEAL 

Please help us to support the NHS and our communities

You keep us flying high

Christm as Crown
Alphabetically which of Santa’s reindeer

comes first?
Blitzen 

Which country donates the Christmas tree in 
Trafalgar Square?

Norway

What time is the Queen’s speech traditionally
broadcast on Christmas Day?

3pm

In which country is Lapland located?
Finland

How many Home Alone films have been 
made?

5

Who is the leading actor in the film Jingle All 
The Way?

Arnold Schwarzenegger

The song ‘Walking in the Air’ features in 
which Christmas film?

The Snowman

Who played Buddy in the 2003 fi lm Elf?
Will Ferrell

In which country was eggnog invented?
England

What is the biggest Christmas single of all 
time?

White Christmas

In what year did Bob Geldof & Midge Ure write 
the song ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’?

1984

What would you fi nd under the icing of a 
Christmas cake?

Marzipan

Traditionally served hot at Christmas, what 3 
ingredients are used to make mulled wine?

Red wine, sugar and spices

What should you eat one of on each of the 12 
days of Christmas if you want good luck?

Mince pies

Who was the fi rst company that used Santa 

Claus in advertising?
Coca-Cola

Which Hollywood actor played 6 diff erent role 
in ‘The Polar Express’?

Tom Hanks

What do people traditionally put on top of a 
Christmas tree?

An angel

How many days are there on a traditional 
advent calendar?

24

What is the name of the ballet traditionally
performed around Christmas each year?

The Nutcracker

How many missions did we attend on 
Christmas and Boxing Day in 2019?

3

Christm as Cocktails and Mocktails 

Clementine Margherita  Mulled Apple Juice   

STEP 1
Put some Martini glasses (or champagne flutes) into the freezer. Mix 
the clementine juice, vodka and Cointreau in a jug, then chill for 1 hr
(or up to 1 day). Thinly slice the 2 clementines to use as a garnish.
STEP 2
To serve, put a clementine slice into each frosty glass. Fill almost 
halfway with the chilled jug mixture, then open the bottle of fi zz and 
top up the glasses.

STEP 1
Simmer the apple juice with the strips of orange peel, cinnamon stick
and cloves for about 5-10 mins until all the flavours have infused. 
Sweeten to taste.
STEP 2
Serve each drink with a little orange peel and a piece of cinnamon 
stick, if you like.

Juice 6 clementines , plus 2 for serving
100ml vodka
100ml Cointreau
1 bottle prosecco , Cava or Champagne, chilled

1 litre apple juice
Strips of orange peel
1 cinnamon stick , plus extra to
garnish, if you like
3 cloves
Sugar or honey, to taste

Scavenger Hunt The idea of this game is to retrieve the Christmas item asked for by the host, in the fastest time possible and 
bring it back to the virtual party to display on screen. Remember you maybe ask to explain the item you picked 
– so no cheating!!!! The fi rst person back with a suitable item wins the round.  You can play up to 10 rounds  - 
remember to keep score and the winner is the person who has been the fastest the most amount of times. 

A Christmas 
decoration

A kitchen utensil 
or crockery item 

that mostly
gets used at
Christmas

Something 
displaying the 
word “Merry” Wrapping paper

Something you 
usually eat at

Christmas

A gift you’d 
normally fi nd 

in a Christmas 
Stocking

Your favourite 
Christmas 

present

A condiment 
used frequently

at Christmas

Something 
beginning with

“C”

Something that
makes you feel 

festive

t t ti

Christmas Party Pack

Christmas 
with KSS

Christmas will not be the same this year, but at KSS we 

have been working hard to put some sparkle back into 

your festive season.  

Brew with the (Christmas) Crew – Join us virtually 

at 6.30pm on the 15th December.  Register for your 

invite below

Why not give your virtual Christmas get together a 

KSS twist and download our fun party pack

Or simply donate to our Christmas appeal to help 

our life-saving work

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR FESTIVE ACTIVITIES

Visit: www.aakss.org.uk/christmas-with-kss/ 

Call:  01634 471 900

ChristmasAppeal

Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Trust, Air Ambulance Building, Rochester City Airport, Maidstone Road, 

Chatham, Kent        MEȀ ȄSD       Charity no. ǼǻǽǼǾȁȂ �     A company limited by guarantee �     
Registered in England and Wales   �  Company no. ǽȃǻǾǽǿǽ

At Home 2020 
Christmas Day Box

This menu is for 4 people to share, 
for variations in numbers please call 

us to discuss
Starter

Hot oak smoked salmon, potato 
tartar, horseradish crème fraîche, 

whisky marie rose
Country sourdough

Mains
Kelly bronze turkey breast,  

Heritage beef rump
Koffman’s roast potatoes,  

Creamed potatoes
Cauliflower Lincolnshire poacher gratin

Sprouts & chestnuts,  
Sandy carrots sage butter

Braised red cabbage mulled wine spices
Pigs in blankets,  Red wine jus

Dessert
Cointreau & white chocolate 

cheescake
Homemade Christmas pudding, 

brandy custard
Chocolates and mince pies

£140   Collection on Christmas Eve
Richard has taken all the hard work 
out of the day and there will be clear 
instruction on how to prepare your 
Christmas Day meal, that way we 

can still be with you in spirit.

Izzy's Odd Jobs 
For all your general jobs: 

Gardening, DIY, Cleaning, 
Animals (i.e. horses, dogs, cats, etc.). 
If interested/have any enquiries 

contact me on 07455 394605. 
Always happy to help. 

References available on request. 

Wags & Tales

Professional 
Home from Home Dog Boarding

One family’s dog/dogs at a time,
in our home, we have 3 acres and lovely walks
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS Check

Canine first aid course.
Also Dog Walking service 
for the surrounding areas.

For more details please contact:
Trudie on 01795 890114

or 0771 4455 769

Garden Services
Year Round Horticultural Care
Local RHS qualified gardener  
!   Planting advice. Containers & 

baskets. Rotovating. Pruning. 
Hedge trimming.

!   Professional lawn care: 
Scarifying, turfing, aerating 
and treatments.

!   Organic and wildlife friendly 
approach!

  Phone or Text Mike on:   
07746 220 998

Email: kdgardens@outlook.com

Marcus Hammond
Tel: 01795 473959
Mob: 07592 511612
Email:  mandjelec@gmail.com

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL
To book ring Hayley on
on 01795 890968
www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk

A beautiful hall in a lovely village location for your 
wedding, club, sports or meetings.

The large hall has pretty grounds, car parking, meeting 
rooms and fully equipped facilities for professional or 

self-catering occasions.



LADY GARDENER
available for pruning, planting, 

weeding, mowing etc.
Regular visits or one-off tidy up.

Minimum 2 hours
Call Bev on 01795 890705

Mobile: 0775 283 0979

GARDEN CLEARANCE
No job too small.

Mowing, strimming. Trees topped/removed.
Fences and gates erected.

For a free quote call

Nick Swatland 01795 886814
mobile 07713 766141

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
Weddings & special occasions catered for

27 years experience

Mob: 07894 524166
Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com

A stylist who cares

A D Pink Electrical
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets.

Garden and security lighting.
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 
Certificates. Fully insured
NICEIC Part P 

Domestic Installer

Local Tradesman 
Tel: 01622 884774 
07761 559 744

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

Plasterer
P.Hadley

Ceilings or Walls, Old or New
Over skimming of Artex
Coving 
Tiling Ceramic or Stone
Plaster Boarding
Tanking of Cellars
Rendering
Lime Plastering and Restoration Work

No job too Large or Small
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service    

For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on

Ospringe  07740 530426  
Working in Partnership with Tom Winter, 

Painter and Decorator

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

            MD’s
       TILING

Quality Walls & Floors
Kitchen, Bathroom, Conservatories

Supply & Fix or Fix Only
Preparation Work & Floor Leveling

Under Floor Heating
Bathroom, En-suite & Cloakroom

Installation Undertaken

Free Estimates, Friendly Advice and Reliable Service

01795 531516 - 07952 733909
5 Baybank, Painter’s Forstal, Faversham, ME13 0EE

NIG Registered Liability Insurance Cover

Why the world was ready for 
Christmas

Ever wonder why Jesus was born when 
He was? The Bible tells us that “when the 
time had fully come, God sent forth His 
Son…” The Jewish people had been 
waiting for their Messiah for centuries. 
Why did God send Him precisely when 
He did?  
Many biblical scholars believe that the 
‘time had fully come’ for Jesus because 
of the politics of the time. The Roman 
Empire’s sheer size and dominance had 
achieved something unique in world 
history: the opportunity for travel from 
Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed without 
ever crossing into ‘enemy territory’ or 
needing a ‘passport’.   
For the first time ever, it was possible for  
‘common’ people to travel wide and far, 
and quickly spread news and ideas. And 
all you needed were two languages - 
Greek to the east of Rome, and Latin to 
the west and north. You could set sail 
from Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any 
port on the Med. And the Roman roads 
ran straight and true throughout the 
empire.  
So, the Roman Empire achieved 
something it never intended: it helped 
spread news of Christianity far and wide 
for 400 years. After that, the Empire 
crumbled, and the borders shut down. 
Not until the 19th century would people 
again roam so freely. The time for Jesus 
to be born, and for news of Him to be 
able to travel, had indeed ‘fully come’.



Southern Cesspool 
Services

Tank Emptying
Treatment Plant Servicing and Jet Washing

Regular  Empties 
Clean Quick & Efficient

British Water Accredited

01233 646767 / 732407
07773 491356

www.southerncesspoolservices.com

We Pride Ourselves On First 
Class Service

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

HOGBEN &
PARTIS LTD

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& MONUMENTAL SUPPLIERS
Administration

Office
37 Stone Street

Faversham
Kent ME13 8PH

Accredited Funeral
Director of Perfect Choice

Funeral Plans

Telephone

01795 532319
Day or Night

www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Chapels of Rest
Solomon’s Lane

(Off St Mary’s Road)
Faversham

Kent ME13 8EF

Journeys or lockdown this Christmas?
             by Lester Amann.

Christmas is a busy time for 
travel, as many of us 
venture a great distance to 
see family or friends again. 
But this year coronavirus has 
changed all that. Seeing all 
our loved ones this 
Christmas will be difficult, if 
not impossible. Soon we may 
not be travelling any-where 
very much at all. 

Have you noticed that 
the Christmas story is 
about journeys? It 
begins with Mary and 
Joseph travelling from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem. 
Then, some shepherds 
receive news from an angel 
about a special birth. They 
travel through the night, 
across dark fields and down 

unlit streets to 
search for the 
baby Jesus.

After this, in an 
eastern country 
some wise men 
see a new star, 
one that 
heralds a new 

king. They leave home and 
set out with only the star to 
guide them, and their faith 
to reassure them that 
Someone special is waiting 
at the end of their journey.

All these travellers 
must have wondered 
what really lay ahead. 
Nothing was fully 
understood, carefully 
planned for, or safe. 
They all travelled with 
questions and 
uncertainties. But God 
had come 

unexpectedly into 
their lives, and 
suddenly they were given 
new roles to serve Him. 
Despite worldly 
circumstances that could 

have crushed them, they 
stood firm and trusted God all 
the way.

These travellers’ tales tell us that 
God may suddenly enter into our 
familiar, or this year, unfamiliar 
circumstances. He may come in 
surprising ways, to prompt us 
into new avenues of service. At 
first His call on us may be 
uncomfortable and challenging. 

If our response is anything like 
Joseph, Mary, the shepherds and 
wise men – to be obedient to His 
call in serving, witnessing and 
worshipping, we shall be greatly 
blessed and rewarded.

We are all on life’s journey. If we 
travel with God, He will be 
faithful and lead us to His 
heavenly Home.
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Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation

Primary Key stage 1 and 2
Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com

Joe McCarron 
WIFI Services

Slow WIFI?   Poor Signal?
I offer WIFI surveys for residential 
and business properties, including 

recommendations for system 
improvements if required

Contact me for a quotation
Mobile: 07909806015

Email: mccarronjd@yahoo.co.uk

ORDER NOW
Free Range

Kelly Bronze Turkeys
for Christmas

Snoad Farm Meats,  Otterden
01795 890700

snoadfarm@gmail.com

Kent County Councillor’s October Report 
I have been asked by several people, including the Editors of two 
Parish Newsletters to return to the subject of my last months report, 
changes to the Planning System and Swale’s housing numbers.
Since then the coalition Cabinet has approved the proposals of their 
Local Plan Panel. 

Rather than the 217 houses per year proposed under the current 
Plan the changes are as follows: 

Out of an anticipated figure of 1,483 houses per annum Faversham is 
expected to provide 35% and the Rural Parishes another 10.5%. The 
coalition Cabinet voted almost unanimously to endorse these figures, 
including the vote of Liberal Democrat Leader Ben Martin who is 
elected to represent Faversham. Whether this was a factor in 2 of the 
5 Liberal Democrat Councillors subsequently resigning from the 
Group I can only guess. Our own Boughton & Courtenay Borough 
representative Cllr Alistair Gould (Green) despite not having a vote 
as a Deputy Cabinet Member chose to attend the meeting and speak 
in favour of the proposals!
This would increase the target for Faversham and our Parishes from 
217 house per year to 675, a 200% increase or more than three 
times as many per houses to be completed each and every year.
I note from the Minutes of the subsequent Graveney Parish Council, 
which I missed due to date and time clashing with another Parish 
Council in my Division that our local Borough Councillors were of the 
opinion  that these numbers could be accommodated without the 
North Street development going ahead as they could all be built East 
of Faversham. Good news possibly for Sheldwich and Baddles-mere 
but certainly not for Boughton, Dunkirk and Graveney etc.
We must hope that the combined lobbying efforts of Kent County 
Council and Kent’s MPs leads to Government reducing the total 
numbers although it is purely Swale’s Borough Councillors who can 
allocate the numbers across Swale.
We have recently managed to get away for a few days with our dogs 
to the Cornish coast, our first break for twelve months. We travelled 

through Wiltshire, Devon and Cornwall with an almost 
total lack of litter! Why do our roads look so litter strewn?
After over six months of “online “meetings, sometimes 
up to ten hours a day it has been nice to spend one or 
two days a week Chairing Home to School Transport 
Appeals. We have given those parents who wish to the 
opportunity to meet and discuss with the Panel either 
face to face or via a web link. Far better for the parents 
and so much easier to arrive at a fair decision.
This will most likely be my last newsletter you will 
receive in 2020, a year most of us will be pleased to 
see the back of. Can I therefore pray that you all have 
a peaceful Christmas and a Covid free New Year.
Andrew Bowles     KCC Member – Swale East
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ONLINE PILATES CLASSES!

Professionally-designed classes Ideal for busy people

Suitable for anyone 18 or over

Fun with flexibilityChoose class length to fit your day

WHENEVER AND WHEREVER YOU LIKE!
NEW!

All you need is an internet connection - at home, at work, on holiday - anytime, anywhere!

Highest quality instruction - single exercises to full-length classes

No rush - no stress

25% Discount Offer at
PILATES45PLUS.COM

The Long Awaited Promise
Wordsearch Clues

temple baby  Anna  family
praised offerings prophet lifetime
peace  inside  couple  Mary
Jesus  everyone God  praying
people Joseph waiting Israel
Saviour leader  world  Anna

Nigel Beeton writes: 
‘Sometimes Christmas can be a frustrating time. This 
year I fear may be worse than most, stressful and 
difficult. But maybe we need to get our frustrations 
into perspective.’

Christmas Frustration????
I said to God, upon my knees
“O Lord, I am so cross!
“That gift I sent to Aunt Denise
“Within the post is lost!
“That tree I bought for forty pounds
“(Well, just a penny less)
“Its needles lie upon the ground
“It looks a total mess!”

“I know,” said God, “I understand,
“I sent my Son, you know.
“He came to Earth, just as I’d planned
“Two thousand years ago
“Was born within a stable bare –
“The cattle heard Him cry
“He spoke of love, men didn’t care
“They led Him out to die.”

“No gift was given with such love
“No higher price was paid.
“He left His throne of light above
“For sin His life to trade.
“But even after all these years
“This gift you men eschew,
“So Christmas is a time of tears
“For Me, as well as you.”


