
Good News    Parish Magazine   

 High Downs Parish      
Serving the villages of Eastling, Otterden, 

Stalisfield and Throwley

for current and past editions go to: 
ccgi.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews

2020

Services 
resume in our churches

We are pleased to invite parishioners 
into our churches for private prayer 

(see below) and also for 
Sunday Services.

To help keep us all safe the services 
will be a little different to normal - 
please bear with us in these difficult 
times. In particular single use service 
sheets will be on the seats in the 
Church - please take these with you. 
At communion services the bread and 
wine, will be brought to you in 
individual portions.  
Sadly, we cannot sing together at the 
moment but we will have some music 
to listen to during the service. 
We would ask everyone to wear a 
face covering and to use the hand 
sanitiser when they enter the church 
and when they leave, observing social 
distancing at all times.
Throwley church will continue to be 
open on Wednesdays and Sundays 
10am-6 for private prayer.
Eastling church will continue to open 
on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
12noon - 3pm for private prayer.

Sunday Services in our churches
2nd August 

Eastling 10.30am Morning Worship
Teynham 10.30am Holy Communion

9th August
Doddington 10.30am Holy Communion

16th August
Newnham 10.30am Morning Worship

23rd August 
Throwley 10.30am Morning Worship
Teynham 10.30am Morning Worship

30th August
Doddington 10.30am Morning Worship

6th September 
Eastling  10.30am  Holy Communion

Breakthrough at 6pm in Lynsted Church 
every Sunday



Prayer Pointers  
August  2020
Mondays - Heavenly Father, we give thanks that services 
are beginning again in our churches. Bless all who come to 
hear your Word.
Tuesdays - We pray for Steve, our Rector, and all who lead worship.
Wednesdays - Pray for all who are living with mental health problems.
Thursdays - Pray for our NHS staff and those working in care homes.
Fridays - Pray for the safety of farmers especially as the grain harvest 
begins.
Saturdays - Pray for all working in the hospitality sector.
Sundays -  May our Lord bless us in these times of difficulties.

When I was an 11year old I attended a 
summer camp for boys, which I went on to 
lead for a couple of years as an adult. This 
camp was and its successors are part of 
West Runton Holidays and some will know that Jane and 
I have been part of the Kart Camp team for the last 
decade or so. Sadly all the holidays had to be cancelled 
this year due to the Covid pandemic.
The reason for mentioning this is a song that I learnt at 
that camp in the ‘Large Marquee’ (and it was in reality a 
large marquee) where the daily evening worship was 
held.

Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same,
All may change, but Jesus never, glory to His name!

Glory to His name! Glory to His name!
All may change, but Jesus never, glory to His name!

In fact looking this up I discovered 
that this is a chorus from a hymn, but 
we just sang the chorus which for us 
came out of a CSSM or Scripture 
Union book of choruses.
It was a favourite of many of the boys 
attending the camp (many years later 
the camp has become one for both 
boys and girls), and on the evenings 
where favourites could be asked for (in 
fact it was a way of entertaining us on 
a wet evening!) this was very popular. One of the leaders 
used to say, “We can have this song as long as someone 
could tell him the bible reference of the verse it is taken 
from.” “Hebrews 13:8,” we used to be itching to say! Well 
it was one way of encouraging us to learn bible verses 
and where they were from.
And so Hebrews 13:8 has stuck with me for all these 
years. And not only stuck with me it has been an 
important part of my life; in all the ups and downs of life 
I have been encouraged, held by, reassured by this verse.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.

It has struck me how important this is for us today. In 
the most of our changing world, and how it has changed 
for us since March, Jesus remains the same. Jesus is a 
constant where so much is a variable.

Our Church buildings were shut in 
March; our last Sunday was 15th March.  
We have been able to worship together 
through our on-line offerings. I have 

learnt how to live-stream; stitch audio clips 
together to make a complete service; to create a 
video service and many of us have learnt how to 
access these things for the first time.
Now we are beginning to open our Churches for  
worship slowly and carefully. As I write we have 
had our first Communion Service in a Church 
building since lockdown 18 weeks since the 
previous one. But it is different. 2 metre 
markings on the path on the way into Church; 
being taken to a specific seat; no singing 
although we can listen to music; signing the 
Peace to each other; Communion distributed 

very differently.
More change and more variables. 
I suspect that change hasn’t 
finished as yet. As I write, I am 
waiting for the National Church’s 
advice in the wearing of face 
coverings that becomes 
mandatory in shops as well as 
other areas from Friday 24th July.
BUT whatever change there is, 
whatever restrictions there are in  

how we can do things we have the assurance 
that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever and I can sing that song 
(silently in my head!) ‘All may change, but 
Jesus never, glory to His name.
So whatever change we are experiencing at the 
moment let us please be reassured by this 
promise of God. Let us reaffirm the foundation 
that life in all its fullness is built on - our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
May we all continue to know God’s blessings in 
the midst of all that we are experiencing at 
present.
Steve Lillicrap

Change?

Are you in need of some daily 
hope during this lockdown?

We have a new FREE telephone 
line for you to ring to hear 

comforting hymns, daily prayers 
and reflections.



VACANCY 

STALISFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

 CHARITY TRUSTEE
We are in need of  a new trustee to join 
our other enthusiastic members. Duties 

will include the everyday management of  
the hall with approximately 4 meetings per 

year.
Anyone who is interested or would like 
further details please contact Tracy via 

email; tracy@stalisfieldvillagehall.co.uk or 
call/message her on 0771 736 7936. We 
will look forward to hearing from you.

Otterden and Stalisfield WI
We had our first  committee meeting for some 
time, held in my garden on a lovely sunny 
afternoon.   Although Stalisfield Village Hall 
Trustees have done a great deal of preparation to 
re-open, we still are unable to hold a full meeting 
at the hall under the current guidelines.  
Although the hall would be open for some 
activities, the rules on 'social bubbles' and 
distancing make it impossible to hold a meeting at 
the moment.   Thankfully we do not have to hold 
our postponed AGM this year as all the 
committee have decided to stay in place. 
If you would like to join our group please give me, 
Ellie, a call on 01795 892016 or our Secretary, 
Helen on 07477 580727.

The Pigeon
                       by Audrey Keen

I comforted a pigeon once
Whose life I could not save,
I placed him ‘neath the greenest hedge
Which was to be his grave.
It seemed so cruel to take him
Away from all he’d known,
A wood which he had loved 
And spent much time when he was grown.
I left him on a layer of grass
And long toothed bracken bed,
But knew when I returned
That I would find the pigeon dead.
But now today brown butterflies
And bumble bees reside
On flowers that grow above the place
Where this grey pigeon died.

The Plough Inn, 
Stalisfield

Open in the form of the 
'New normal' please make 
sure you reserve a table in 
advance though.
All tables are at 1 metre plus 
inside and we have a 
marquee in the front garden 
to provide outside tables with shelter.  Table service for drinks and 
food is in place which although means service maybe a little slower 
it is of course a lot safer!
We are continuing to support the local community with our 
contactless shop and can arrange take aways for collection if people 
are still shielding.
Please let us know if we can do anything to support you.
Marianne, Richard & Nathan!
Please call 01795 890256 or email 
info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 

Keep up to date by following us on Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram

https://theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk
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High Downs Parish
    Rector Reverend Canon Dr. Steve Lillicrap
  01795 522510 highdownsvicar@gmail.com

   Reader Norman Fowler         (01795 890412)
  4 Meesons Close, Eastling
   Reader Caroline  Ramshaw        (07799 538809)
  4 Glebe Cottages, Eastling

Churchwardens
   Eastling   Andrew Baxter   (01795 890598)
   Administrator   Janet Payne  
   E mail: eastlingchurch@gmail.com
   Stalisfield with Otterden
    Jean West       (01233 712270)  
   Administrator   Sheila Moger   (01233 463746)  
    E mail: samhawksnest@aol.com
   Throwley    Gaynore Moss  (01795 890995)

Parish Office   Email: eastlingchurch@gmail.com
  facebook.com/highdownsbenefice

Online Daily Worship Continues
As well as the services in our churches, the 
daily online services will continue on the 

Kingsdown and Creekside website - 
www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk - also on the 
YouTube Channel ‘Breakthrough at Lynsted’. 
More information is updated weekly on the 

St Mary’s Eastling ‘A Church Near You’ page: 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/ 

Sunday Readings: 
 2nd  August      Trinity 8 Romans 9. 1-5,    
    Matthew 14. 13-21
 9th  August      Trinity 9 Romans 10. 5 - 10   
    Matthew 14. 22 - 33
16th  August      Trinity 10 Romans 11.1-2a,29-32  
    Matthew 15. 21 - 28
23rd  August      Trinity 11 Romans 12. 1 - 8,   
    Matthew 16. 13 - 20
30th  August      Trinity 12 Romans 12. 9 - 21,   
    Matthew 16. 21 - end
6th September  Trinity 13 Romans 13. 8 - 14,   
    Matthew 18. 15 - 20

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR
Hilary Harlow   01795 890338

If you would like submit  articles or stories, or to advertise in the 
September 2020 magazine, send your submission by 20th August 
to: goodnewsmagazine@me.com. 

Past and current issues of the Good News may be viewed on 
ccgi.northdowns.plus.com/goodnews

Church must ‘learn afresh how to 
share the gospel’, Archbishop of 

York tells Synod

The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, 
has called on the Church of England to 
“learn afresh how to share the gospel in 
the world” as Church and Society face 
“turbulent times” in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic.
In his first public address since his 
confirmation as Archbishop, he spoke of 
the pain and loss many have experienced 
in recent months and the major 
challenges ahead.
Archbishop Stephen was speaking to 
members of the General Synod, who were 
meeting remotely following the 
cancellation of the annual July group of 
sessions in York.  He spoke about 
lockdown, as a time when people have 
experienced a “stripping back of our 
lives”, bringing hardship but also clarity 
and a renewed focus on God.
His comments came in a joint 
presidential address, alongside the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby.
Archbishop Stephen went on: “Do not 
misunderstand me,” he said. “I hugely 
miss our church buildings and our liturgy, 
… I cry out for the pain of all those 
socially distanced funerals, the thousands 
of people who have died alone, the 
baptisms, weddings and ordinations that 
have had to be postponed; the economic 
misery which is around the corner and 
the devastating impact of this pandemic 
upon the whole life of our world.
“But neither can I deny, that it has forced 
me to encounter things about myself 
which I had allowed to remain hidden 
behind the security of the things I have 
had to relinquish.”
He spoke about a group he is leading to 
discern a vision and strategy for the 
Church for the next decade.
The vision, he said, is the easy part: “It is 
unchanging – it is what God has done for 
us in Jesus Christ and continues to do 
through the power of the spirit.”
Archbishop Stephen said that the Church 
will have to make decisions about 
priorities amid limited resources. He 
hopes to bring some proposals to Synod 
next year.
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Eastling 
Neighbourhood 
Watch

Village Warden 
07794 010 394 
or 01795 890848

Police 101 Emergency 999

There have been 4 burglaries and 
3 attempted over the last few 
weeks, much to everyone's 
consternation. There is no 
question as far as I am concerned 
as to who is behind these crimes 
but, at the moment due to lack of 
evidence, the police have been 
unable to make any arrests 
although I assure you it does 
have priority. Watch this space.

Due to the high cost of buying a 
dog these days theft of dogs has 
reached epidemic proportions in 
the county. Please keep your dog 
under your control at all times.

The harvest will be collected in 
the next few weeks so please be 
extra careful when driving along 
the country lanes.

Have  good month

Take Care
Alan

   BelmontHseGdns

   Belmont House and Gardens

BELMONT HOUSE & GARDENS 

THE GARDENS & TEAROOM ARE OPEN 

We are delighted that Belmont can once again welcome visitors to 
come and enjoy our stunning gardens and open spaces. 

Our tearoom is now open, offering a limited takeaway service 
serving tea, coffee, cold drinks, cakes, crisps and ice cream.

The gardens are open daily from 10am with the gates closing at 
6pm. Tickets can be purchased online. Alternatively, you can pay 
with cash at the pay point on arrival to the gardens, please note 

change cannot be provided. 

MEET THE HEAD GARDENER TOUR 
Tuesday 4th August,     1pm - 3pm

&
Tuesday  18th August,     1pm - 3pm

Join our Head Gardener, Graeme, for a walking tour around our 
beautiful gardens to see some of the many species of plants and 
trees we have at Belmont. £7.00 pp. Booking is required. To 

reserve your place on one of our tours visit our website.

Belmont House & Gardens, Throwley, 
Nr Faversham, Kent ME13 0HH

www.belmont-house.org    
01795 890 202    

events@belmont-house.org 

Pest Control Services 
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and 
Bee Swarms removed
Discreet & Prompt Service

Local Tradesman
Contact  Andy Pink 

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
Weddings & special occasions catered for

27 years experience
Mob: 07894 524166
Tel: 01795 890826

Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com
A stylist who cares

   Barnie’s Sweeps
Professional Brush & Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service for Open Fires and
Wood Burners
Clean Efficient Service
Institute of Chimney Sweeps Trained 
and Fully Insured
Certificate Issued after Sweeping
For Further Details please call Berni on
01795 581755 or 07751 109300
Visit me at www.barniessweeps.co.uk

http://www.belmont-house.org
http://www.belmont-house.org
mailto:events@belmont-house.org
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  Faversham Foodbank August 2020   
It  is good to see that items are continuing to be donated for the Foodbank. Currently 
the major supermarket are donating basic stocks directly.  However,  the items listed 
below are in short supply so your contributions would be welcomed.
Thank you Carl, for allowing donations to be dropped off at the pub - 
and why not order your take away or shopping needs while you do so.

Urgent items required for August
Sticky pudding cake; ginger cake; surface cleaners; shampoo and conditioners; 

small boxes of washing powder; washing up liquid.

ONLINE PILATES CLASSES!

Professionally-designed classes Ideal for busy people

Suitable for anyone 18 or over

Fun with flexibilityChoose class length to fit your day

WHENEVER AND WHEREVER YOU LIKE!
NEW!

All you need is an internet connection - at home, at work, on holiday - anytime, anywhere!

Highest quality instruction - single exercises to full-length classes

No rush - no stress

25% Discount Offer at
PILATES45PLUS.COM

FOR CLASS DETAILS 
CONTACT YOUR LICENSED ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR:

ROSIE BAKER
07809 490 982 - R.BAKER4567@GMAIL.COM

FACEBOOK: @ZUMBAWITHMEROSIEB

ZUMBA ®  is a fusion of Latin and International music/dance themes which create the principle 
that a workout should be “FUN AND EASY TO DO”. The routines feature aerobic/fitness interval 

training with a combination of fast and slow rhythms that tone and sculpt the body!
Join me at:

Repton Connect Community Centre, Repton Ave, Ashford TN23 3RX
Mondays 19.00 - 20.00 and 20.15 - 21.15  (£10 for both classes)

The Community Gym, The Lenham School, Ham Lane, Lenham ME17 2QJ - Tuesdays 19.30 - 20.30
Stalisfield Village Hall, Stalisfield Road, Faversham. ME13 0HY - Thursdays 18.30 - 19.30

Harrietsham Village Hall, Church Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AP   -  Fridays 10 - 11 

NO DANCE EXPERIENCE OR BOOKING REQUIRED!  16 & OVER
PAY AS YOU GO, ONLY £6PP!   GET IN TOUCH FOR MORE INFO....

Copyright © 2014Zumba Fitness L.L.C  : Zumba® and the Zumba logos are trademarks of Zumba Fitness L.L.C.

www.faversham.foodbank.org.uk

Joe McCarron 
WIFI Services

Slow WIFI?   Poor Signal?
I offer WIFI surveys for 

residential and business 
properties, including 

recommendations for system 
improvements if required

Contact me for a quotation
Mobile: 07909806015

Email: 
mccarronjd@yahoo.co.uk

http://www.faversham.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.faversham.foodbank.org.uk
mailto:mccarronjd@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mccarronjd@yahoo.co.uk


Eastling Primary School 
welcomed back pupils from 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
on 1st June in line with the 
government guidance. Shortly 
after this we were able to 
welcome children from the 
other year groups back to 
school. The children were 
delighted to be able to choose 
the name for their group 
bubble and they included 
banana, rainbow and galaxy. 
The children, staff and 
parents quickly adapted to the 
changes in routine from 
staggered drop off times to 
social distancing on the field. 
The children have coped well 
with the changes including the 
increased amount of hand 
washing. Hearing and seeing 
children at work and play back 
at Eastling Primary School has 
been wonderful. The school 
successfully managed to have 
2/3 of the school back for the 
final term.

A D Pink Electrical
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets.

Garden and security lighting.
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 
Certificates. Fully insured
NICEIC Part P 

Domestic Installer

Local Tradesman 
Tel: 01622 884774 
07761 559 744

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

Plasterer
P.Hadley

Ceilings or Walls, Old or New
Over skimming of Artex
Coving 
Tiling Ceramic or Stone
Plaster Boarding
Tanking of Cellars
Rendering
Lime Plastering and Restoration Work

No job too Large or Small
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service    

For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on

Ospringe  07740 530426  
Working in Partnership with Tom Winter, 

Painter and Decorator

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

            MD’s
       TILING

Quality Walls & Floors
Kitchen, Bathroom, Conservatories

Supply & Fix or Fix Only
Preparation Work & Floor Leveling

Under Floor Heating
Bathroom, En-suite & Cloakroom

Installation Undertaken

Free Estimates, Friendly Advice and Reliable Service

01795 531516 - 07952 733909
5 Baybank, Painter’s Forstal, Faversham, ME13 0EE

NIG Registered Liability Insurance Cover

Our Year 6 children have been 
particularly happy to spend time 
with their friends before moving 
on to their secondary schools. 
We have been able to provide 
them with a Sports Day, Circus 
Skills workshop and a socially 
distanced leaver’s assembly. It 
isn’t the send-off they deserve 
with no leavers party or school 
production but under the 
current circumstances it has 
given them some additional 
memories to take with them.
We are looking forward to 
welcoming the whole school 
community back in September. 
The school is delighted to have a 
full cohort for the new 
Reception class starting in 
September. It will be lovely to 
welcome new families into the 
Eastling Primary School 
community.
There are a few spaces available 
across the school. Any 
prospective parents are welcome 

to call the office on 01795 
890252 to arrange a visit. 
For further information 
please visit our school 
website where photographs 
and newsletters are 
displayed and updated 
regularly
Melanie Dale, Head teacher.

Eastling Primary School Memories of Eastling 
School

I received the following email from Nick 
Sandon, a previous Eastling schoolboy.

If anyone would like to contact Nick send 
your details to the Editor, Hilary at 

goodnewsmagazine.me.com and I will be 
pleased to forward to Nick.

Dear Mrs Harlow,
I was sorry to read of the recent deaths 
of Colin Pilcher and Pamela Hancock 
in the current issue of the parish 
magazine Good News. I was at 
primary school with them at Eastling 
between 1953 and 1959. Pamela was 
actually the school-mate whom I met 
most recently, about five years ago 
when I spent a nostalgic few days near 
Otterden, where my family lived. I 
remember many of the children in my 
year very well indeed: Roger Munden, 
Dudley Wells, Peter Henniker, Kerion 
Shepherd, Linda Atkins, Glenys 
Richards, Wendy Payne, Pat Rolfe, to 
name only a few, but I haven't met any  
of them for sixty years. I remember 
the teachers even better: who could 
forget Miss Day, Mrs Taylor, Miss 
Passey, Mrs Redfern and the ever-
cheerful dinner lady Mrs Mills? If any 
of my contemporaries would like to 
get in touch I should be very pleased 
to hear from them. 
Yours sincerely,
Nick Sandon (I was Nickie in those days)



Parable: The Strength of a Seed
At this time of year we enjoy the 
fruits of our gardens, fields and 
hedgerows: vegetables ripen, 
crops are harvested, and berries 
begin to show bright among the 
leaves. Much of this growth 
started with a few seeds in spring: 
the miracle of life coming from 
small dead-looking things. There 
is a league table of long-lived 
seeds. The winners so far are 
from the narrow-leafed campion, 

buried by squirrels in the Siberian  
permafrost over 30,000 years 
ago. When those seeds finally 
germinated, they became healthy 
plants that flowered and 
produced seeds of their own. 
The Bible contains many links 
between seeds and spiritual 
growth, and the parable of the 
sower is the most famous (in 
Matthew 13). A person may hear 
or experience something of God 
which has the potential to 
germinate into a life of following 
Him, resulting in the fruit of 
others coming to know God too. 
But things can happen that snatch  
that seed away, killing it before it 
has finished germinating, or 
choking its growth. 

What about the knowledge of 
God that gets trampled, churned 
too deep in the mire of life to 
receive the warmth and light it 
needs to develop into faith? 
Buried seeds don’t always die, 
but they can lie dormant, 
remaining alive but inactive until 
the earth is turned over. The 
possibility of that moment of 
connecting with something 
divine, scrap of knowledge, or 
snatch of conversation resulting 
in a changed life may seem 
infinitesimally small, but it’s not 
zero. The seed may be incredibly 
tough, just waiting for a chance 
to grow. 
The Gospel narrative plays on the 
fact that it took a long time for 
the disciples to understand the 
full implications of Jesus’ 
teaching: a germination process 
that took many of them three or 
more years. They could have been 
discouraged, but Jesus was not. I 
don’t think it’s too much of 
stretch to draw out of the parable 
of the sower to include the 
observation that it can take a long 
time, sometimes decades, for 
people to work their way through 
the various barriers, sticking 
points, and phases of 
forgetfulness that may keep them  
from following through on their 
spiritual experience. When we 
finally receive – or are open to – 
the encouragement, challenge, or 
experience that helps our faith in 
Christ grow, we can experience 
the rich fruit of a transformed 
life. 
Written by Dr Ruth M 
Bancewicz, who is Church 
Engagement Director at The 
Faraday Institute for Science 
and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth 
writes on the positive 
relationship between Science 
and Christian faith.  

GARDEN CLEARANCE
No job too small.

Mowing, strimming. Trees topped/removed.
Fences and gates erected.

For a free quote call

Nick Swatland 01795 886814
mobile 07713 766141

Canon David Winter is feeling very 
solitary just now…
THE WAY I SEE IT:  What have 
you missed most during lockdown?

It's a good question, because it is 
about the things that make us tick. 
When I examined my list, I found 
obvious things - going to church, live 
sport on TV, meeting up with friends 
for a coffee or a beer.
But as I thought more deeply about it, 
I realised that what I missed most 
was TOUCH. For nearly four months 
I have not touched another human 
being!
That is an astonishing deprivation. 
When a baby is born, its first 
experiences are all of touch. The 
strong hands of the midwife, 
mother’s excited and loving embrace, 
tiny hands reaching out to feel 
mummy’s face.  We touch our way 
into life.
And then it goes on. Holding hands 
with friends, being hugged by 
grandma, your first serious kiss, and 
perhaps a last tearful one at the end 
of a much-loved life. 
We greet each other with a holy kiss, 
the Bible says. And why not?
Sight, smell, hearing and touch. Four 
senses. And I think lockdown has 
taught me that the greatest of these is 
touch!

Keep your distance!
I never thought the comment,         

"I wouldn't touch you with a six-foot 
pole" would become national policy, 

but here we are!

six

LADY GARDENER
available for pruning, planting, 

weeding, mowing etc.
Regular visits or one-off tidy up.

Minimum 2 hours
Call Bev on 01795 890705

Mobile: 0775 283 0979



JM WEBSTER
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

OIL TANK INSTALLATION AND INSPECTIONS
OIL  GAS  LPG

INSTALLATION SERVICE AND REPAIR
BATHROOMS AND GENERAL PLUMBING

OFTEC AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED
jimwebster5778@btinternet.com

07971 589 019

Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation

Primary Key stage 1 and 2
Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com
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The sharing table is still going 
strong. We're now sharing 
produce rather than plants.

During lockdown we were all 
pleased to see the show that 
Circo Rum Baba put on 
outside the pub - thank you to 
Marianne, Winnie and crew.
The Village Hall will be 
opening on a limited basis 
from 16th August with 
'Bounce' and Pilates classes. 
We're still finalising details 
but Bounce will be Sunday 
morning and Wednesday 
evening; Pilates Tuesday 

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL
To book ring Hayley on
on 01795 890968
www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk

A beautiful hall in a lovely village location for your 
wedding, club, sports or meetings.

The large hall has pretty grounds, car parking, meeting 
rooms and fully equipped facilities for professional or 

self-catering occasions.

evening, Wednesday morning 
and Thursday morning. 
Details will be on the Village 
Hall Facebook page once 
finalised.
The Carpenters Arms is now 
fully open and is operating 
strict hygiene precautions 
which have been very 
impressive.  Carl is also still 
providing takeaway meals and 
can supply groceries including 
some super fresh fish and 
seafood. He's also doing 
Foodbank collections from the 
pub.

s
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Izzy's Odd Jobs 
For all your general jobs: 

Gardening, DIY, Cleaning, 
Animals (i.e. horses, dogs, cats, etc.). 
If interested/have any enquiries 

contact me on 07455 394605. 
Always happy to help. 

References available on request. 

Wags & Tales

Professional 
Home from Home Dog Boarding

One family’s dog/dogs at a time,
in our home, we have 3 acres and lovely 

walks
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS Check

Canine first aid course.
Also Dog Walking service 
for the surrounding areas.

For more details please contact:
Trudie on 01795 890114

or 0771 4455 769

Garden Services
Year Round Horticultural Care
Local RHS qualified gardener  
!   Planting advice. Containers & 

baskets. Rotovating. Pruning. 
Hedge trimming.

!   Professional lawn care: 
Scarifying, turfing, aerating 
and treatments.

!   Organic and wildlife friendly 
approach!

  Phone or Text Mike on:   
07746 220 998

Email: kdgardens@outlook.com

The Lockdown Lifts

There's life in the town!
No longer 'locked down'!
The people stroll out in the sun
The majestic trees
Sway in the light breeze
Like they wanted to join in the 
fun!

Like light after dark!
We can walk in the park!
Buy our tea, and sit out on the 
grass!
We can chat to our friends
As our loneliness ends
And we smile at the strangers 
we pass!

Yes there are still queues
Which cease to amuse
But things are no longer so 
black!
As they sing in that song -You 
miss what is gone,
But it's great when at last it 
comes back!

By Nigel Beeton



HOGBEN &
PARTIS LTD
INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& MEMORIAL SUPPLIERS
Administration

Office
37 Stone Street

Faversham
Kent ME13 8PH

Accredited Funeral
Director of Perfect Choice

Funeral Plans
Telephone

01795 532319
Day or Night

www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Chapels of Rest
Solomon’s Lane

(Off St Mary’s Road)
Faversham

Kent ME13 8EF

Southern Cesspool 
Services

Tank Emptying
Treatment Plant Servicing and Jet Washing

Regular  Empties 
Clean Quick & Efficient

British Water Accredited

01233 646767 / 732407
07773 491356

www.southerncesspoolservices.com

We Pride Ourselves On First 
Class Service

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

   David Pickup, a solicitor, considers funerals during coronavirus

Think about making a will and planning your funeral 
On his arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was less than two 
miles from Jerusalem, and many 
Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss 
of their brother.  John 11 17-19

We have been living in strange 
times throughout the lockdown. 
Many of the life event services in 
church have been postponed or 
have gone ahead in a very 
different way. Funerals have had 
severe limitations on the 
numbers who could attend.

Many people have been thinking 
about the meaning of life and 

have made wills during the 
coronavirus crisis. We should all 
make a will to avoid the 
disappointment and worry for 
our loved ones if we do not. 
Only today I had to advise some 
grown ‘children’ that their 
father’s estate would all go to 
the estranged wife because they 
were still married at the time of 
death. Probably not what the 
father had wanted!

Sometimes I get asked about the 
funeral arrangements; or rather, 
told that so-and-so should not 
be allowed to attend. Sometimes 

families do fall out, but can you 
stop someone coming to a 
funeral when it is really a public 
event? 

Funerals are usually arranged by 
executors and they can keep the 
ceremony as quiet as possible by 
not announcing it in advance. 
Church services are public, and 
it is difficult to stop people 
attending. Many cemeteries are 
public places and again anyone 
can visit them. Crematoria are 
not usually public and there it is 
easier to control who is invited 
and who is not.

If you are worried about what 
will happen at your funeral, 
perhaps now is the time to think 
about putting things right. You 
could do a letter of wishes to go 
with your will to say that you 
hope that people reconcile and 
let bygones be bygones. 

As always this is a light-hearted 
comment on a complex subject. 
Always get proper professional 
advice.

Beechfields
Residential Home
Conyer Road, Teynham,

Sittingbourne.
Individual, ground floor, en-suite

rooms with views over the 
surrounding countryside.

Run by the resident owners,
Cliff and Dorothy Saffrey,

both registered nurses.
Day Care available.

Tel: 01795 520580

http://www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk
http://www.hogbenandpartisfuneraldirectors.co.uk


We know that children 
have been off school for a 
while now but we are still 
running a summer 
programme during the 
school holidays for children 
from 8-14 at our new site 
in Teynham. We are taking 
Covid 19 guidance into 
consideration by working 
with smaller groups, 
regular hand washing and 
sanitising will be in place 
between activities, also a 

social distance of 1 metre 
where possible and strictly 
no physical contact. Places 
are going quickly so 
contact us via Email 
contact@creed-
outdoorlearning.co.uk or 
Facebook messenger to 
book your child’s place. The 
sessions are Monday – 
Thursday with Fridays and 
weekends set aside for 
family sessions and other 
activities.

Activities include
Team Building

Problem Solving
Archery / archery tag
Climbing / bouldering

Abseiling
Axe throwing
Survival skills

shelter building
Fire fighting
Orienteering
Low ropes

Assault courses
? High ropes?

6hrs 30mins for £17.50
Booking Essential

Marcus Hammond
Tel: 01795 473959
Mob: 07592 511612
Email:  mandjelec@gmail.com

Church Mouse Praying on 
Cheese

Taken from the old saying “poor as a 
church mouse” this wonderful collection 
of Church Mice makes the most perfect 
collectable gift. Designed by ourselves 
at Oakapple Designs then fine detailed 
and carved by the Sculptor Nick 
Hunter. In our collection he comes with 
many guises and wears an outfit or 
costume for all his adventures behind 
closed doors within the church.  
£13.99 from Oak Apple Designs
01909 774532
https://www.oakappledesigns.com
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