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QUESTION ....... Which is the best quiz in Kent?
If you've answered STALISFIELD, you've got one right!

STALISFIELD QUIZ 
NIGHT 

Friday 14th April  7:30pm 
in the Village Hall.

Maximum table size - 8 people    
£5 per person plus raffle tickets! 
(Cash or card)
Be there for a fun-packed, evening's entertainment!
Bring your own food and drink. 
Book your table with katejamiesoncornhill@gmail.com
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APRIL  
2023

5th   Otterden & Stalisfield W.I.
Stalisfield Village Hall        7.30pm

7th    Easter Family Trail
Teynham Church               1 - 3pm

9th    Easter Day - List of Services around 
our parishes  inside this magazine

11th   Hall & Parish Council Annual Meetings
Eastling Village Hall    7.30pm

12th    Arts Society lecture, Egerton
Millennium Hall, Egerton   2.30pm

12th   Stalisfield Youth
Stalisfield Village Hall   7 - 8.30pm

13th    Singing Kettle Song Group
Newnham Village Hall     2 - 3pm

13th    History Society
Charing Parish Hall            7.30pm

14th   Quiz Night
Stalisfield Village Hall    7.30pm

20th    Copy Deadline for May Good News
goodnewsmagazine@me.com

26th   Stalisfield Youth
Stalisfield Village Hall   7 - 8.30pm

27th    Arts Society lecture, Faversham
Alexander Centre                11am

28th    Eat, Pray, Walk
Doddington Church            1.30pm

29th   Stalisfield Bluebell Walk
Stalisfield Village Hall  10am - 2pm

MAY
 1st    Spring Fair           11am - 4pm

Belmont House & Garden   
 7th   Coronation Thanksgiving Service

Throwley Church  5pm
 8th   Eastling Coronation Celebration

Eastling Village Hall    12.30 - 3pm
8th   Stalisfield Coronation Fare to Share

Stalisfield Village Hall    1 - 4pm 

Stalisfield Bluebell Walk 
Saturday 29 April 2023 
Starting from Stalisfield Village Hall 
Between 10.00am - 2.00pm 

2 mile or 5 mile loop 
£5/£2.50 per Adult/Child,  
£12.50 / Family (Up to 3 children U16) 

All proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Stalisfield. 
Contact Jenny King on 01795 890366 
if any queries

Holy Week in our Churches 
Palm Sunday 2nd April 

10.30am Holy Communion at Eastling  
     7.30pm Evening Prayer with Reflection, 

            Monday 3rd at Newnham, Tuesday 4th at Eastling 
Wednesday 5th at Doddington, Saturday 8th at Newnham  

Maundy Thursday 6th The Last Supper at Norton. 

Good Friday 7th April 
10.30am   Stations of the Cross, Doddington 

2pm  Last Hour of the Cross, Eastling 

Easter Day 9th April 
6am Sunrise Service with breakfast, 

Wychling 
9am Holy Communion, Eastling 

10.30am  Morning Prayer, Throwley 
 10.30am Easter Communion, Stalisfield 

10.30am All Together Now, Lynsted 
(More service details inside)

mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
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Prayer Pointers   
Mondays - Pray for the new Alpha course and all who 
are seeking to know more about our Christian faith. 
Tuesdays - As we enjoy the flowers and birdsong of 
Spring, pray for a better response by governments and businesses to the 
realities of climate change.  
Wednesdays -  Pray for all suffering persecution or unlawful imprisonment. 
Thursdays -  For evangelical Christians and their Pastors in Ukraine. 
Fridays - For all grieving loved ones. 
Saturdays -  For Chaplains in schools & universities, hospitals, prisons, 
police forces and armed services. 
Sundays -  Renew in us the wonder of Easter.

Easter Lil ies in  
Eastling Church  
Contributions to the display
of Easter Lilies in memory of loved ones 
will be gratefully received by Bay. 
Your contribution and the names of your 
loved ones can be placed in the secure 
postbox outside The Manor or contact Bay 
Lees on 07922 484648.

Flower Rota for April:
9th - all hands please
16th Di
23rd & 30th Bay & Dorothy
7th May Gaby & Pippa

One of the things I like most 
about my job is that people talk 
to me – I get the opportunity to 
meet with so many new people 
who tell me about themselves, 
and they often tell me about 
the most important things that 
are going on for them, and 
about the big questions of their 
lives. 
I often have conversations with 
young parents bringing their 
children for Baptism who want 
to do the ‘right thing’ for them 
by asking God to bless the 
children and pray for God’s 
help in bringing them up. They 
are all on a journey – not 
knowing quite why this is so 
important, but even though 
they might not have all the 
answers sewn up, they want to 
know more.  
I often meet with people who 
have lost the most loved person 
in their lives. In their grief, 
they seek something that will 
bring them comfort amidst the 
deep questions around life and 
death that are brought to the 
surface around such sorrow. 
And I expect that lots of people 
have those feelings and 
questions and wonderings 
about life. Church is a place 
and a community that is full of 

people questioning 
what life is all about. I 
once heard it said that 
‘Church is a hospital 
for sinners, not a 
museum for saints’. 

Church is for people who know 
perfectly well that they haven’t 
got it sorted. We haven’t got it 
all sewn up either, but there is 
a sense that we’re all 
journeying together, getting 
things wrong, offering it all to 
God and hearing him say ‘You 
are forgiven. I love you.’ 
And as Easter comes close, and 
many people think of coming 
to a church service, perhaps 
for the first time in a while, I 
want to say very clearly that 
we are all invited to come just 
as we are - with all our fears 
failures and doubts - and to 
offer them to God, who loved 
us enough to send Jesus into 
our messy world. So come 
along to something - whether 
it’s the celebration of Easter 
Sunday itself, the solemnity of 
Maundy Thursday or the 
Stations of the Cross 
experience in Doddington - and 
if you come, remember that 
you don’t have to have all the 
answers to be welcome. Just 
come as you are. 
And if this year you find 
yourself wondering about God, 
and Jesus, and faith, and what 
the church is for, we will be 
running an Alpha course from 
Monday 24th April at the 

Vicarage in Doddington. Alpha 
is a Christian Basics Course 
that has been done by millions 
of people around the world. It’s 
totally free and there is no 
pressure - it’s just a chance to 
meet other local people, share 
a meal together, to explore the 
big questions of life and to find 
out more about what 
Christians believe. To find out 
more, pick up a leaflet from 
church, go to www.alpha.org 
or have a word with me (01795 
886351). And if you take the 
plunge and come to Church, or 
to Alpha, know that you’ll 
really be welcome, just as you 
are.  
Many blessings 
Rev Caroline 

EASTER MESSAGE

http://www.alpha.org/


 

THE ARTS SOCIETY EGERTON 
  

The Arts Society brings people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts 

We meet at Egerton Millennium Hall on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 2.30 p.m. (doors open from 
2.00).  Our next lecture will be: 
Wednesday 12th April at 2.30 p.m.    SILENT WITNESS:  a 

Journey through the Art of Holy 
Week.  This mini ‘visual pilgrimage’ 
takes a reflective look at a 
selection of Eastern Orthodox 
icons and Italian art works from the 
6th to the 14th centuries, in relation 
to the most important days of Holy 
Week and the theme of Witness 
Our lecturer, Helen McIldowie-Jones 
combines many years’ experience as an 

educator and professional artist to explain Late Medieval Italian Art 
and Eastern Orthodox iconography from from a different perspective  
Visitors are always very welcome at £6, refunded if you join. 6 
months membership costs £24.  For further information please 
contact Christine Willis, our Membership Secretary via  
cmwillis75@gmail.com or  01233 756377.See also our website 
www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk Image provided by lecturer

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL 
A large hall in a lovely village location.

Ideal for:

Clubs

Fitness group

Parties

Weddings

We have pretty grounds and a lawn with room for a 
marquee; a large car park, fully equipped kitchen and a 
meeting room available for separate hire.


To book, email Annie:  
jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com    07754 114760


See our availability here: https://
www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk/calendar

Eastling Parish Council 
would like to invite all 
Eastling residents to a 

Celebration of the King’s 
Coronation on:

Monday 8th May from 
12.30 to 3.00pm at 

Eastling Village Hall
Ploughman’s lunch, beer, bubbly and soft 

drinks will be provided*
(*please feel free to bring own food and drink if 

preferred)
Fun activities for adults and children

Cake raffle (proceeds to Faversham Food Bank)
Free to Eastling residents 

(friends and family very welcome for a small 
donation of £5 per adult and £1 per child)

 
Please book your place for catering purposes by 
emailing: jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com

(Please also email with any offers to make a 
cake for the raffle!)

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The Arts Society Faversham 
We run regular monthly lectures on the 
fourth Thursday at the Alexander Centre, 
Faversham.  Subjects cover all aspects of 
the Arts in its widest sense and are given 

by experts in their chosen field and include university 
lecturers, broadcasters and tour guides. Come along to a 
lecture as a guest (£5 fee) or join for a year’s lectures. 
Our next lecture is on the 27th April 2023 at 11.00am 
on “Rise of the British Musical from Noel Coward to 
Lionel Bart” by John Snelson. Coffee and biscuits 
will be served from 10.20am 
The British musical grew in its own unique way, with 
style, heart, guts and masses of fun. We are still 
entertained by revivals of Me and My Girl, The Boy 
Friend and Oliver! But what of the many more hit 
shows, such as Noel Coward’s Bitter Sweet, Ivor 
Novello’s King’s Rhapsody and the bitingly 
satirical Expresso Bongo, that are no longer staged? 
This lecture rediscovers a distinctive West End story to 
give a new perspective on the shows and the people 
who made them. It’s an aspect of culture and personality 
unique to Britain – and fascinating in variety and success. 
Biography 
John Snelson has been fascinated by musicals all his 
life and is now a leading expert in British musical 
theatre (the subject of his PhD). He is especially known 
for exploring musicals – British and American – in the 
light of not just the music and the stage, but society and 
culture to reveal what makes them so appealing, 
enduring and important. For 20 years he worked for the 
Royal Opera House and is completing a book on British 
musical theatre. 
For further information contact us at  

info@theartssocietyfaversham.org.uk 

Stalisfield Celebrates 
the Coronation 

Fare to Share Street Party 
Stalisfield Village Hall 

Monday 8th May 1-4pm 
Bring a plate of food to share with 

your neighbours. 
Look forward to seeing you there.

Throwley Coronation Thanksgiving 
Service and Drinks on 7th May  

Throwley Church will celebrate the Coronation of 
King Charles III on 6th May 2023, by holding a 
special service on Sunday 7th May, at 5 pm. 
Stuart Neame and members of the Boughton choir 
will join the Throwley choir again to perform 
some celebratory music. 
At 6 pm after the Service we will be providing 
drinks and canapés at the back of the Church and, 
if the weather allows, in and around the Churchyard. 
Everyone is very welcome to attend either or both 
events. Further details to come.

mailto:jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com
mailto:cmwillis75@gmail.com
http://www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk/
mailto:jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com


 

CALL US ON 01795 531623 or 01227 290131 / Mobile 07880 602823

RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT REALISTIC PRICES BY CERTIFIED ENGINEERS
WE COME TO YOU!

JKF Computer Services, Est 2000

• PC Repairs, Upgrades & Rebuilds
• Virus Detection and Removal
• PC’s Built To Your Specification
• On- Site or Workshop Repairs
• Hardware & Software Troubleshooting

• Computer Installation & Maintenance
• Spyware Detection & Removal
• Collect and Return Service as needed
• Data Recovery and Backup
• Small Business or Home Networks

FOR CLASS DETAILS 
CONTACT YOUR LICENSED ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR:

ROSIE BAKER
07809 490 982 - rosiezumba2017@gmail.com

FACEBOOK: @ZUMBAWITHMEROSIEB
ZUMBA ®  is a fusion of Latin and International music/dance themes which create the principle 
that a workout should be “FUN AND EASY TO DO”. The routines feature aerobic/fitness interval 

training with a combination of fast and slow rhythms that tone and sculpt the body!

Join me at:
Stalisfield Village Hall,  ME13 0HY - Thursdays 18.30 - 19.30

Lenham Community Centre -  Tuesdays 6.45 - 7.45pm 
and Saturdays 9-10am

NO DANCE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!  16 & OVER
GET IN TOUCH TO BOOK YOUR SPACE or USE BookFit APP - ONLY £7.50pp!

Copyright © 2014Zumba Fitness L.L.C  : Zumba® and the Zumba logos are trademarks of Zumba Fitness L.L.C.

JM WEBSTER
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

OIL TANK INSTALLATION AND INSPECTIONS
OIL  GAS  LPG

INSTALLATION SERVICE AND REPAIR
BATHROOMS AND GENERAL PLUMBING

OFTEC AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED
jimwebster5778@btinternet.com

07971 589 019

Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation

Primary Key stage 1 and 2
Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com

mailto:jimwebster5778@btinternet.com


 

Eastling  
Neighbourhood  
Watch 
Village Warden  07794 010 394  
   or 01795 890848 

Police 101 Emergency 999 

Usual reminder about reporting any 
suspicious vehicles in our local area 
as there has been a spate of crime 
within the Swale area involving theft 
etc from properties. 

Reports have been coming in of purse 
thefts within the Sittingbourne/
Faversham areas. So please be 
mindful when out shopping to keep 
your purse and cards in a very, 
preferably zipped,  safe place. 

Scams are still plentiful so please be 
wary and do not give your personal 
details to any strange callers on 
phones or emails. If in doubt please 
call the police or give me a call and 
remember not to make the call until 
at least 15 minutes after you put the 
phone down. 

I had a strange text on my phone this 
week. It stated off 'Hi Mum’, and I am 
not a mum, and  carried on to say 
that this person pretending to be a 
family member had lost their phone 
and requested that I contact the  
phone number given. No doubt the 
follow on would have been requesting 
monies be sent to a new bank 
account. I deleted the message but 
please advise any elderly or 
vulnerable people about this scam. 
Have a good month 
Take Care, Alan

TRUSTEES OF EASTLING 
VILLAGE HALL 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING  

 Tuesday 11th April 2023 at 
7.30pm 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Trustees of Eastling Village Hall 
will be held on Tuesday 11th April 
2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The Village Hall meeting will be 
followed at 8pm by the Annual 
Parish meeting of Eastling Parish 
Council.  All Eastling residents are 
invited to attend both meetings. 

ALLAN PAYNE 
It is with great sadness that the family 
of Allan Payne announces his passing 
on February 2nd 2023 at the age of 93. 
Allan passed away peacefully at his 
home surrounded by his family. His 
children Mark, Julian, Celia and Adam, 
and their children, will sorely miss him. 
Allan served in the Royal Engineers 
before becoming a lawyer in a 
Sittingbourne law firm. The family 
moved to Eastling in the late sixties 
and Allan, and his wife Jean who 
passed away in 2012, lived the rest of 
their lives in the village.  Allan served 
for over 20 years as clerk to the 
Eastling Parish Council and was one 
of the first trustees’, who together 
with Biddy Freed and other residents, 
formed a fund raising committee that 
organized the finances to build the 
Eastling village hall. 
Allan was cremated and his ashes will 
be buried with Jean in accordance 
with his last wishes.

Stalisfield Parish Council
Parish Council elections are being held 
for  Stalisfield  on May 4th  this year 
along with the election of our East 
Downs ward councillor for Swale 
Borough Council. If you are interested 
in becoming a Stalisfield parish 
councillor nomination papers are 
available from Apple Tree Cottage, 
Stalisfield Green, ME13 0HY. These 
need to be submitted by April 4th. 
Please feel free to contact Cat Horn on 
01795 890298 if you would like to know 
more about what’s involved in being a 
parish councillor.
 These will be the first elections where 
you will be required to bring a photo ID 
with you in order to vote in person. 
A c c e p t a b l e I D s c a n b e f o u n d 
at  www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-
am-a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-
photo-id. If you don’t have an accepted 
form of ID you can apply for a voter 
Authority Certificate either online via 
the Electoral Commission website, or 
you can contact Kent County Council to 
apply for a photo ID in person or by 
post by April 25th. It is very important to 
safeguard your democratic right to vote 
that you bring your accepted photo ID 
with you to the polling station. You do 
NOT need ID if you apply for and 
vote using a postal vote. Applications 
for a postal vote need to be made to 
Swale Borough Council by 18th  April. 
This is a big change to our voting 
system and people without the correct 
ID will find themselves unable to vote 
on the day. If you need any help 
navigating the new requirements, 
please contact Cat on 01795 890298.

Would you like to get involved more in 
your local community, do something to 
help the village, meet more of your 
neighbours? Have you considered 
applying to become a Parish Councillor? 
There are elections coming up in May 
so this is your chance as every Parish 
and Town Council seat is up for election 
on 4 May, which is the same day as the 
Borough Council elections. Nomination 
papers (with a completed consent form) 
can be delivered to the Returning Officer 
(c/o Electoral Services team) between 
the hours of 10am to 4pm from Thurs 16 
March until 4pm on Tues 4 April.
Guidance from the Electoral Commission 
is available to view on their website and 
you are strongly encouraged to read this 
before completing the nomination forms 
www.electoralcommision.org.uk/i-am-
a/candidate-or-agent/parish-council-

elections-england
Please arrange a time with the Elections 
team for an informal check of your 
nomination paper before submitting the 
final forms. For an informal check, you 
can email your nomination papers to 
elections@swale.gov.uk or call 01795 
417558 to arrange an appointment. If 
you do not arrange an informal check 
and don’t submit your nomination 
papers early, there may not be time to 
correct any errors before close of 
nominations, given the number of 
nomination papers that will be received 
in a short period of time (there are also 
Borough elections on the same day).
The final nomination papers must be 
delivered BY HAND to Swale Borough 
Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, ME10 3HT before the 
deadline of 4pm on 4 April 2023

Local Council Elections 4 May 2023

April update from KCC member 
Rich Lehman can be found on 
https://www.eastlingvillage.co.uk

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id
http://www.electoralcommision.org.uk/i-am-
mailto:elections@swale.gov.uk


 

Stalisfield Youth Group continues on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month at Stalisfield Village Hall 

7-8.30pm. 11-18y old welcome, free entry.  
Tuck shop, music, cake, gaming, table tennis, craft, games 

and other activities. All welcome! See our Facebook Page or 
contact Catherine on clnorwood@doctors.org.uk for any 

more information.

All Together Now is a time for the whole community to 
gather once a month to celebrate all that is good and to 

worship together with new and old friends. 
The time together involves singing, craft, something from 
the bible to help in life, a bit of silliness and quite a lot of 

cake! And plenty of coffee for the adults.
It is open to all ages and celebrates God with the elderly, 
the not so elderly, children and young people just as they 

are. 
Come along to Lynsted Church on the second Sunday 

each month at 10.15 for coffee to start at 10.30. All 
Together Now finishes by 11.45am.

If you need any more information, please 
contact caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk

Hope to see you there.

    April 2023 
Wednesdays 7.00 - 8.30pm 
11 - 18 yr old welcome 
12th and 26th April  
Stalisfield Village Hall

Eat Pray Walk is on the Fourth Friday of each month. 
Starting at Doddington Church Car Park at 1.30pm. 

We're inviting those who need space to breathe in the 
busyness of this world, to a refreshing amble with friends 
old and new and a space to encounter something of God 

through the stillness of prayer. 
Come and discover God anew. 
For more information, please  

         contact caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk

mailto:clnorwood@doctors.org.uk
mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk


 

High Downs Parish 

    Rector Reverend Canon Dr. Steve Lillicrap 
  01795 522510 steve.lillicrap@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Associate Priest    Reverend James (Jim) Pye 
  01795 890726   jim.pye@kc-hd.org.uk 
   Curate Reverend Caroline Turvey    
  01795 886351 caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Reader Caroline  Ramshaw       (07799 538809) 
   Anna Chaplain    Caroline Ramshaw  

 AnnaChaplaincy@outlook.com  
   Reader Pim Baxter                (07710 116269) 
   

Church Contacts 
   Eastling   Andrew Baxter, Warden  (01795 890598) 
   Administrator    E mail: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
   Stalisfield with Otterden 
    Jenny King, Warden        (01795 890366)   
   Administrator   Shirley Pritchard      
    Email:     Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com 
   Throwley    Vacant 

   High Downs Parish Safeguarding Officer 

                             Mark Harlow       (07979 864000)   

   Parish Office   Email: eastlingchurch@gmail.com 
  facebook.com/highdownsbenefice 

************ 

CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR 
Hilary Harlow   01795 890338 

If you would like to submit articles, or to advertise in 
the May 2023 magazine, send your submission by 
20th April to: goodnewsmagazine@me.com.  

Past and current issues of the Good News may be 
viewed on www.goodnews.rf.gd

Sunday Services  

2nd April    Palm Sunday 

Psalm 118. 1 - 2, 19 - 29, Matthew 21. 1 - 11 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion 
Norton  10.30am  Morning Worship 

See next page for Holy Week Services 

9th April  Easter Day 
Acts 10. 34 - 43, Matthew 28. 1 - 10 

Wychling  6am Sunrise Service with 
breakfast 

Eastling  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Throwley  10.30am  Morning Prayer 
Lynsted 10.30am  All Together Now 

Stalisfield  10.30am Easter Communion 

16th April  Easter  2 
Acts 2. 14a, 22 - 32, John 20. 19 - 31 

Newnham  9am Holy Communion BCP 
Stalisfield  10.30am  Mothering Sunday 
Eastling  10.30am  Morning Worship 

23rd  April   Easter 3 
Acts 2. 14a, 36 - 41, Luke 24. 13 - 35 

Throwley  10.30am Holy Communion 
Teynham  4.00pm  Evening Prayer 

30th April  Easter  4 
Acts 2. 42 - 47, John 10. 1 - 10 

Newnham  10.30am Holy Communion 

7th May    Easter 5 

Acts 7. 55 - 60, John 14. 1 - 14 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion 
Throwley  5.00pm  Coronation 

Thanksgiving Service 

************

Online Daily Worship Continues 
As well as the services in our churches, the daily 

9am Morning Prayer at Lynsted and 
Breakthrough on Sundays at 6pm, will continue 

and be live online on  https://kc-hd.org.uk .  
More information is updated weekly on  
St Mary’s Eastling ‘A Church Near You’:  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/

An Easter thought …..
The Resurrection is the central theme in every Christian 
sermon reported in the book of Acts. The Resurrection, 
and its consequences were the ‘gospel’ or good news 
which the Christians brought. – C S Lewis

mailto:caroline.turvey@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:AnnaChaplaincy@outlook.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:Stmarystalisfield@gmail.com
mailto:eastlingchurch@gmail.com
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11982/


 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

What’s On at Belmont 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday 9th April, 11am-3pm 
 

Join us at Belmont for some Easter fun. Explore the gardens and search for the wooden eggs 

to win a chocolate treat, then head back to the Orangery to get crafty with some Easter 

themed activities. £6.00 per child & £3.50 per adult. Tickets must be booked in advance. 

 

Paintalong Event, Parent & Child Session 

 Wednesday 12th April, 11am - 1pm 

 

It’s step by step follow the artist teacher to a finished wall ready painting on canvas. 
You don’t need to bring anything apart from yourself, everything is supplied. The 

theme for this workshop is Cats and Starry Night.  Light refreshments included. 

Suitable for children aged 10+. £60.00 for 1 adult 1 child and £80 for 1 adult 2 children. 

 

Spring Fair 

Monday 1st May, 11am – 4pm 
 

This event is the perfect way to spend a spring day, browsing the variety of plants on 

sale and gathering great ideas for your garden for the coming season.  With a superb 

collection of local crafters and artisans, you can expect to find some unique, quality 

hand-made gifts for friends, family and maybe yourself.  

£7.00 per person, to include garden entry. Children under 16 are free of charge!  

 

 

 

Belmont House & Gardens, Throwley, Faversham, Kent ME13 0HH 

www.belmont-house.org    

The Plough Inn, Stalisfield; a family run, 
independent, award winning pub & restaurant offering 
an extensive menu of both 2 AA rosette dishes and 
your traditional pub classics.

Don’t forget you can enjoy our pub classics menu on a 
Tuesday and our set lunch menu Tuesday to Friday at just 

£17.50 per person for 2 courses.
Book your table to celebrate the Easter festivities.

Begin with Richard’s traditional blackboard of fish Friday 
specials or traditional roast on Easter Sunday.

See our Facebook page and our SHINY NEW website for more details.
Keep up to date by following us on Facebook or Instagram 

 Stalisfield Road, Faversham, Kent, ME13 0HY  
  Tel: 01795 890256  Email: info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk
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Weekday Services 
during Holy Week 

Everyday 9am Morning Prayer  
Lynsted Church, on Facebook and 
www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk 

Monday  3rd April 
7.30pm Evening Prayer with 
Reflection, Newnham Church 

Tuesday 4th April 
7.30pm Evening Prayer with 
Reflection, Eastling Church 

Wednesday 5th April 
7.30pm Evening Prayer with 

Reflection, Doddington Church 
Maundy Thursday 6th April 

7pm The Last Supper - Shepherd’s 
pie supper with Communion in 
Norton Village Hall, followed by 

prayers in the Orchard and finishing 
together in Norton Church. Contact 

Caroline Turvey to book your supper 
or book at www.kc-hd.org.uk  

Good Friday 7th April 
10.30am   Stations of the Cross, 

Doddington Church 
1-3pm Easter Family Trail 

Teynham Church 
2pm  Last Hour of the Cross,  

Eastling Church 
Saturday    8th April 

7.30pm  Evening Prayer with 
Reflection, Newnham Church

Easter faith in atheist Russia 
Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally was 
arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and 
for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and 
ridicule. At the end there was silence.
Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian 
Orthodox Church.  He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, 
he raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’
At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful response, 
‘He is risen indeed!’ It was a devastating moment for an atheist politician, 
who had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy. He had not realised 
he was simply too late: how can you convince people that God does not 
exist when they have already encountered Him?

What’s On at Belmont  
Easter Egg Hunt  

Sunday 9th April, 11am-3pm  
Join us at Belmont for some Easter fun. Explore the gardens and search for the 

wooden eggs to win a chocolate treat, then head back to the Orangery to get 
crafty with some Easter themed activities. £6.00 per child & £3.50 per adult. 

Tickets must be booked in advance.  

Paintalong Event, Parent & Child Session  
Wednesday 12th April, 11am - 1pm  

It’s step by step follow the artist teacher to a finished wall ready painting on 
canvas. You don’t need to bring anything apart from yourself, everything is 

supplied. The theme for this workshop is Cats and Starry Night. Light 
refreshments included. Suitable for children aged 10+. £60.00 for 1 adult 1 child 

and £80 for 1 adult 2 children.  

Spring Fair  
Monday 1st May, 11am – 4pm  

This event is the perfect way to spend a spring day, browsing the variety of plants 
on sale and gathering great ideas for your garden for the coming season. With a 

superb collection of local crafters and artisans, you can expect to find some 
unique, quality hand-made gifts for friends, family and maybe yourself.  

£7.00 per person, to include garden entry. Children under 16 are free of charge!

http://www.kingsdowncreekside.co.uk
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk


 

‘Happy times 
with old 

songs, tea & 
chatter’

 Come and join us 
in singing for fun on Thursday 13th 

April
from 2pm – 3pm at Newnham 

Village Hall
£5 per person pay-as-you-go

ALL WELCOME 
suitable for dementia sufferers 
(carers attend free of charge)

 
Enquiries to Lissie on 07790 287878 
or email lissiebayford@gmail.com

Stalisfield Village Hall Events 
2023

April 14th – Quiz   in the Village Hall
May 8th – Coronation Fare to Share    
July 1st – TBD Event
August 26th –  Stalisfield FETE              
       
October 7th – Harvest Supper  
December 8th and 9th – Pantomime
December 10th TBC - Seniors’ Christmas 
Meal
December 16th  - Children’s Christmas 
Party 

The Pudding Pans or  
the Mystery of the Sands 
This talk will explore the detective 

story that identified the origins of the 
Roman Samian Ware vessels and how 

they came to be on the North Kent 
coast. 

Speaker: Bill Phillips 
13th April 2023 


Parish Hall, Station Road, 
Charing.


7.30pm doors open 

Talk starts promptly at 8pm


CHARING & DISTRICT LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY

Otterden and Stalisfield W.I. 
Our meeting in March was a presentation by the husband of one of 
our members.  Andrew Bond's family story handed down through 
generations was 'one of the family was at the Battle of Trafalgar 
with Nelson'. With the help of research into his family tree and 
many documents held in the National Archives, he was able to trace 
John Quilliam through his life from a farm hand on the Isle of Man, 
into the Navy and his progress through the ranks. The records of 
HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar showed that Captain John 
Quilliam was by then a First Lieutenant, serving under Nelson and is 
depicted in the painting by Benjamin West 'The Death of Nelson'.  
Andrew has co-written and published a book after many years 
research and is rightly very proud of his distant relative, a hero from 
the Isle of Man. 

On April 5th we will be joined by local artist Judith Westrup, who 
creates beautiful lino-cut prints and cards. We will be having a go at 
some printing ourselves using Judith's hand press, and hopefully not 
making too much mess! 

Our membership has increased during the last 12 months, our group 
is comprised of ladies from most of the surrounding villages and we 
are always keen for more members to join us. Come along as a guest 
(£3) to try us out, you will be made very welcome!  We usually meet 
on the first Wednesday of each month, 7:30 at Stalisfield Village 
Hall, and for more information please call Helen on 07477 580727, 
or Ellie on 01795 892016.

The Stalisfield Pantomime….  
made a triumphant return to the stage 
in March after a 2 year lockdown 
absence and a delay due to illness in 
December. Pirates of all ages swash-
buckled their way through a glorious 
romp very loosely based on Treasure 
Island. We are so lucky to have an 
amazing script specially written for us 
each year which enables everyone to 
play to their strengths.  This year we 
welcomed lots of new talent with 
performers coming from Stalisfield, 
Charing, Throwley and Eastling and 
several theatrical debuts were made.  
Thanks and appreciation must go to all 
the gifted actors both young and 
old(er) who put in many hours of 
rehearsal; to the parents who ferried 
their brilliant children back and forth 
and put together some wonderful 
costumes and stage make-up for 
them; to the stage managers who 
made the scene changes look effortless 
and provided a hilarious plot twist; to 
the extraordinarily talented design 
team for the stunning scenery and 
props and to the sound and lighting 
des igners who gave the whole 
production a thoroughly professional 
polish. Thanks also to the box office for 
dealing so gracefully with the last 
minute postponement in December, the 
programme and ticket designer (so 
good they did it twice); the production 
co-ordinator who kept everyone on the 
straight and narrow and to the 
“mixologists” who kept the audience 
extremely well lubricated!  
As the director I am so grateful to the 
nearly forty people who were involved in 
making this production happen. I think the 
audience would agree, we are very lucky 
to live in such a talented community. 
If you would like to take part in the 
next Vil lages Pantomime, either 
onstage or backstage please get in 
touch with Cat at cat1@totalise.co.uk. 
A l l a re we l come and no p r i o r 
experience is necessary.  

mailto:cat1@totalise.co.uk


 

St Mary’s House, The Square
Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority Registered No. 50485

01622 859 416
lenham@hallettandco.co.uk
www.hallettandco.co.uk

thorneloe&co
S O L I C I T O R S  •  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Now part of Hallett & Co

Southern Cesspool 
Services 

Tank Emptying 
Treatment Plant Servicing and Jet Washing 

Regular  Empties  
Clean Quick & Efficient 

British Water Accredited 

01233 646767 / 732407 
07773 491356 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com 

We Pride Ourselves On First 
Class Service

Pest Control Services  
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and  

Bee Swarms removed 
Discreet & Prompt Service 

Local Tradesman 
Contact  Andy Pink  

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

It has been a busy past couple of 
months for everyone here at Citizens 
Advice Swale and that has extended to 
our energy advice team which was 
formed in response to the national cost 
of living crisis. Fortunately, with the 
help of funding from a number of local 
and national bodies, we have been 
able to direct energy advice and 
financial assistance to the most 
vulnerable in our community as well as 
to those who have needed extra 
support in these challenging times.  
Since our energy project began last 
November, the team has provided 
face-to-face energy and general advice 
in local foodbank venues while 
ensuring we reach out to the most 
isolated clients by telephone and email. 
The aim of the project has not simply 
been to help clients access emergency 
energy funding but to provide a holistic 
advice service to address clients’ 
specific issues. As important as it is to 
deliver this short-term assistance, we 
aim to empower clients to tackle the 
root of their problems so they are 
better able to manage going forward.  
Our clients are affected in different 
ways, depending on their individual 
circumstances, we have noticed 
several recurring themes from those 
we have helped.  
Single parents with young children are 
some of the most affected by the cost 
of living crisis and they have struggled 
to afford the high energy costs 
alongside the rising prices of food, 
school supplies and other essentials. 
Many of these parents have found 
themselves asking for food and fuel 
vouchers for the first time in their lives 
and so it has been pivotal for us to 
assist these clients to help them find 
the necessary providers of support 
within the community.  
The cost of living crisis has not 
discriminated in terms of age however, 
with several middle-age and pension 
age clients struggling to afford 
expensive energy payments. Many 
clients in this age bracket have been 
unaware of the energy support 
available, with much of it being 
advertised on the internet or gov.uk 
website. We have ensured that such 
clients are able to navigate the myriad 
of energy related information that is 
communicated over the internet and 

that they are receiving 
all the support they are 
entitled to.  
Many of the clients we 
have helped also suffer from 
multiple health conditions. When 
providing energy support to these 
clients we have discovered that many 
of these clients have not been 
accessing the necessary benefits or 
housing according to their health 
needs. Our holistic approach to advice 
has been especially crucial here as we 
have been able to help the client with 
several types of issues at first contact 
and ensure they are then able to 
receive help from specialists, eg debt 
and benefits, in our wider local team.  
Throughout this project we have found 
that the majority of our clients requiring 
energy support are those that pay 
using Prepayment Meters (PPMs), 
however many billed customers have 
also struggled to maintain payments. 
Regardless of payment type, we have 
ensured that all clients are receiving 
any financial assistance that they 
qualify for in addition to providing 
practical energy advice to help 
maximise their income.  
Off grid clients have had to endure a 
lengthy winter without access to fuel 
support, however sources have 
steadily become available and we have 
made sure to direct this support 
accordingly. Recently, we have helped 
isolated clients to access emergency 
supplies of bottled gas and heating oil 
to ensure that they do not experience a 
prolonged period without heating. We 
have also made sure to notify off grid 
clients that they are now able to claim 
£400 to help with their energy costs as 
part of the Energy Bills Support 
Scheme Alternative Funding.  
If you need help with energy, please 
get in touch by filling out the form at 
www.citizensadviceswale.uk/hsf  
For help with other issues (eg benefits, 
debt or housing), please email us at 
www.citizensadviceswale.uk/email-
general-advice or call Adviceline on 
freephone 0808 278 7979. 
We run drop-in sessions at Swale 
House in Sittingbourne every Monday 
(10am-12pm) and at 43 Stone Street in 
Faversham every Wednesday and 
Friday (10am-12pm). No appointment 
needed.

News from Citizens Advice Swale 



 

A D Pink Electrical 
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken, from full 
rewires to single sockets. 

Garden and security lighting. 
Landlords’ Electrical Safety 

Certificates. Fully 
insured 

NICEIC Part P  
Domestic Installer 

Local Tradesman  
Tel: 01622 884774  
07761 559 744 

Email: andypink1@aol.com 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

   Barnie’s Sweeps
Professional Brush & Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service for Open Fires and
Wood Burners
Clean Efficient Service
Institute of Chimney Sweeps Trained 
and Fully Insured
Certificate Issued after Sweeping
For Further Details please call Berni on
01795 581755 or 07751 109300
Visit me at www.barniessweeps.co.uk

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
Weddings & special occasions catered for

30+ years experience

Mob: 07894 524166
Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com

A stylist who cares

Plasterer 
P.Hadley 

All aspects of plastering covered 
18 years experience 
Ceilings or Walls, Old or New 
Lime Plastering & Heritage Work 
Plaster Boarding 
Over skimming of Artex 
Tiling 

Property maintenance 

No job too Large or Small 
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service     

 For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on 

Ospringe  07740 530426  

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

Eastling Primary School are delighted to 
see the progress that our children have 
made in their swimming lessons. These 
range from non-swimmers becoming 
confident swimmers able to swim 25m and 
in one case being able to swim seven 
lengths to a child achieving 1000m.  

There have been a number of sporting 
events which our children have recently 
taken part in.  
On Wednesday 8th February a group of 
children from across the school took part 
in a cross-country event at Herne Bay 
High School. A child in Year 2 came first 
in the Year 2 race which was a fantastic 
achievement. The school football team 
played Boughton on Wednesday 22nd 
February and drew 2-2 and Herne Juniors 
on Friday 24th February. In both matches 
we were the only school to have a mixed 
team. The school is proud to have both 
boys and girls in the football team. Next 
year we are looking to have a girl’s 
football team to represent the school. On 
Wednesday 8th March a group of Year 2 
children took part in an infant agility 
event at Herne Bay High. 

On Wednesday 22nd February Trickster 
Trailer came to school to deliver 
workshops to our Year 4 and 5 children as 
part of their current project ‘What lies 
beneath us, what lies before us is beneath 
us.’ They used natural materials to make 

sun prints (cyanotypes) and sculptures 
combining the sun prints and natural 
objects. The week beginning Monday 27th 
February was World Book Week. There 
were daily activities including assemblies, 
teacher swap, online workshops and 
dressing up day. The FOES cake sales are 
a great success and we recently had 
Acorn class cake sale.  

There are lots of exciting events planned 
for the next couple of weeks in school. 
These include the Year 6 residential trip 
to PGL Marchants Hill, Acorn and Year 1 
trip to Yew Tree Farm and Outdoor 
learning day. 

The Foes have organised some Easter 
events including a sponsored Bunny Hop 
and the Easter Bonnet Parade. The school 
will be visiting St Mary’s on Thursday 30th 
March for an Easter Service. 

The school has a couple of spaces 
available for an immediate start in 
Reception class. Any prospective parents 
looking for a Reception place for 
September 2023 are welcome to call the 
office on 01795 890252 to arrange a 
visit. 

For further information please visit our 
school website where photographs and 
newsletters are displayed and updated 
regularly. 

Melanie Dale, Headteacher.

A Country Walk 
By Audrey Keen 

Rooks croak and squeak and squeal 
Above the growing corn 
Where the sky is grey and misty 
And dismal on the morn. 
The tom tit and the blackbird 
Sing through the length of the day, 
While argumentative sparrows 
Swoop wide and low as they play. 
White candles on the chestnut tree 
Give shelter to the hare, 
Beside the sleepy farmhouse 
Where woodpeckers find their fayre. 
The skylark sings to fill the heart 
With joy and happy sound 
That touches everything he sees 
That lives here on the ground. 
This is the spring of another year 
But, as every season calls, 
From summer into Autumn 
When the shining chestnut falls. 
I can’t reason why it is 
I feel close to all I see 
Except to say that ‘This is love 
And is a part of me’.

Eastling Primary School

mailto:Christinanorcott@gmail.com


Wags & Tales 

Professional  
Home from Home Dog Boarding 

also Doggy Day Care  
and animal taxi now available, safe and 

comfortable transport for your pets 
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS Check 

Canine first aid course. 
Also Dog Walking service  
for the surrounding areas. 

For more details please contact: 
Trudie on 01795 890114 

or 0771 4455 769

How do you make sense of the Resurrection? 
Dead men don’t rise, so why believe that this 
particular dead man did rise?
At the end of St Luke’s gospel we read that: 
“they still did not believe it because of joy 
and amazement” (Luke 24:4). This is highly 
significant. The Gospels do not show us a 
group of disciples who were in a receptive 
frame of mind. After the crucifixion, they 
were in hiding, frightened and scattered. 
Then suddenly, they came out of hiding and 
were totally different; excited, joyful.  By 
Pentecost they were confident, with one 
firm message: ‘You crucified Jesus, but God 
raised Him up!’  
How did they know this? Because of direct 
personal experience. Some of them had 
visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. 
Others claimed to have seen and touched 
the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? 
People can hallucinate in groups – when 
taking drugs, for example. But of course, 
each one will see a different hallucination. 
But the disciples all saw the same thing. Or 
rather, the same person.  Jesus.
Were they lying? Jesus had died a 
humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps 

they wanted to rescue His good 
name. So, did they pretend they 
had seen Him?  

This theory has a big problem. Their 
preaching led them into trouble with the 
authorities. They were beaten and 
imprisoned and some of them killed. People 
will die for ideas and causes which they 
believe in passionately. But not for things 
they have made up.  We might suffer for our 
convictions, but we will not suffer for our 
inventions.
What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus 
didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible 
wounds? That He recovered in the tomb, 
and then escaped? That the disciples 
nursed Him back to health? But Roman 
soldiers knew when a man was dead; and 
there was the guard on the tomb. Also, the 
events which followed simply don’t fit. If the 
disciples had been hiding Jesus all along, 
they would have kept very low-key, and out 
of the way, so that the authorities did not 
come after Him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus 
from the dead – which is exactly what they did 
preach – would have been a lie. Beatings and 
threat of death would soon have loosened 
their tongues. Inventions crumble under 
pressure; convictions hold fast.

Another reason for believing the 
Resurrection is this: Jesus’ continuing 
impact.  Thousands and soon millions of 
people in every generation since have 
shared an inescapable sense of being 
‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, 
they identify this presence as the Risen 
Lord.
Sometimes this experience of meeting 
Jesus is gentle and fitful. Sometimes it is 
dramatic and life changing. This reminds us 
that the resurrection of Jesus is not just an 
interesting historical puzzle.  It is a vital, 
present day reality. It brings wonderful 
comfort, assuring us of the central Christian 
truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is 
love.
This central notion was captured, most 
movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer: 
‘He came to those men who knew Him not. 
He speaks to us the same word: “Follow 
thou me,” and sets us to the tasks which He 
has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And 
to those who obey Him, whether they be 
wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the 
toils, the conflicts, the suffering which they 
shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as 
ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their 
own experience who He is.’ 
Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter.

Why Easter will never go away


